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Does It Sound Noisy?  

Experimenting to reduce noise in the classroom 

   

Objectius  

1. Differentiate sound and noise. 
2. Become aware of the influence of noise on our mood. 
3. Identify the most annoying noise in the classroom. 
4. Provide solutions to minimize the most annoying noise through experimentation. 
5. Carry out activities that require a critical thinking to solve problems and draw conclusions 

on the topic. 

 
Descripció de la proposta  

This project is designed to be developed in the English / Science class by students of the 4th 
and 5th grade of Primary Education, and it is is the outcome of the Inquiry Based Science & 
English working group. 

It has been carried out at Vila Olímpica School (Barcelona). In each group (two groups of grade 
4 and two groups of grade 5), a classroom teacher plus a teacher assistant have designed and 
put the didactic unit into practice. Grade 4 students focused on sound production and its main 
characteristics. Grade 5 went into depth identifying the most annoying noise in the classroom 
and experimenting with different materials to minimize it. 

The main goal of this project is to involve students into the research of the features that 
characterise sound and noise, thus identifying their differences from an experimental point of 
view.  

It has also a meaningful purpose, which is to identify the most annoying noises in the classroom 
and, after choosing one of them (in this case the noise produced when dragging tables and 
chairs), experimenting with different materials in order to reduce that noise in the classroom. 

 
Aspectes didàctics i metodològics  
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This unit is based on “Inquiry Based Science Methodology”. The main objective is to develop 
inquiry skills to build knowledge, focusing in particular on: 

• Asking good questions. 
• Doing predictions by devising hypotheses. 
• Experimenting to check the hypotheses. 
• Recording, comparing and analysing data. 
• Applying the conclusions to solve a case study based on a real situation. 

English language is learnt and used from a communicative point of view, providing the 
corresponding language and structures as they are needed. 

 
Recursos emprats  

This didactic sequence contains downloadable worksheets for students and ready to use 
materials and resources for teachers (interesting websites, videos, etc).  

Apart from the worksheets, some sound level meters will be needed. Sonometers are available 
at the corresponding C.R.P. Some mobile applications such as Sound Meter can be useful too. 

 
Continguts, competències i processos que es treball en de forma destacada  

This didactic unit has been designed taking into account the specific skills of the two subject 
areas involved plus some transferable competences. 

 
Alumnat a qui s’adreça especialment  

These CLIL materials are suitable for children on the last stage of Primary Education who are 
used to IBSE methodology in English; also as an introduction to this methodology. 

Students with special educational needs may also participate on a practical level: identifying 
sounds and noises, experimenting with different materials, etc. 

 
Interdisciplinarietat, transversalitat, relacions a mb l’entorn   

This didactic sequence combines content from the English language curriculum and the Science 
curriculum. 
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Documents adjunts  

1. Poster of the experience 
2. The Sound. Year 4.- Guideline 
3. Does It Sound Noisy? Year 5 – Teacher’s Guide 
4. Annexes (downloadable worksheets and illustrative models): 

 
1. Initial brainstorm_worksheet 2. Initial brainstorm_example 
3. A look at sound travelling 4. Sound or noise_worksheet 
5. Sound or noise_example 6. Sound or noise_labels 
7. Which sounds can we hear_chart 8. Which sounds can we hear_example 
9. Deciding the most annoying 

noise_chart 
10. Deciding the most annoying 

noise_example 
11. Variables that affect sound 
13. Which is the best material 

12. Problems and conclusions 
14. Letter to the Principal 
 

 
Autoria 

All the worksheets and materials have been designed and applied by Vila Olímpica school 
teachers M. Antònia Novau, Víctor Planells and Isabel Saavedra, together with the teacher 
assistants Carla Moreno and Carla Rodríguez from the graduate degree of Primary Education 
from UAB, and in collaboration with CESIRE and UAB. 


