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Let’s be  environmentally 
friendly 

 

  
    English project designed by: Sylvaine Beal - sbeal@xtec.cat , Alicia Ferré Pallares- aferr43@xtec.cat  and    
    Laura Pont Rovira - lpont2@xtec.cat              February-May 2017 

 

1. Preface      
 

The project will try to make the students aware of the poor health of our planet and how that can 
affect their lives if nothing is done. As a group, the students will decide what actions they can 
take in order to make the Earth a better place for everybody. They will also be invited to be 
sincere and express what real changes they have made in their routine so that they can be 
environmentally friendly. 
 

 

2. The project     

2.1. The context 

The target group is a group of about 20 adult students who are at the end of their 3rd 
year. During the first two terms they have studied several tenses and structures. 
Let’s be environmentally friendly  will be their last project this year. Here they will 
have the chance to use the tenses and structures learnt throughout the year 
meaningfully. The project will have a duration of 5 sessions. 

 
 

2.2. Objectives, competences, contents and assessme nt 
criteria 
 
 
a. Objectives: Students will be able to      

- understand, discuss, make predictions and suggestions about   environmental 
issues. 

- use specific vocabulary about ecology in context. 

- use the right tenses in context. 

- work collaboratively. 



 
 
Let’s be environmentally friendly                                                                                               English level A2 

 

Sylvaine Beal sbeal@xtec.cat/ Alicia Ferré Pallares aferr43@xtec.cat/ Laura Pont  lpont2@xtec.cat    Public domain images from openclipart 

 

 
b. Competences: Communicative competence is tackled in the project. Accordingly, writing, speaking, 

listening and reading competences are part of it. When speaking, strategic competence, 

sociolinguistic competence and discursive competence will be used by the students. 

c. Contents of the curriculum: 

                                                                                             discursiva 

Funcions i aspectes sociolingüístics Organització del 
discurs i tipus de text 

Lèxic i 
aspectes 
semàntics 

Morfosintaxi Ortografia i 
aspectes 
gràfics 

Fonètica i 
fonologia 

-The students are able to 
describe current environmental 
problems. 

-They are able to make 
predictions about the future 
condition of the Earth, based on 
present evidence. 

-They are able to understand 
easy texts on environmental issues. 

-They are able to listen to and 
understand vocabulary associated 
with the environment. 

-They are able to make 
suggestions and reach agreements 
about actions they can take to make 
the planet a better place to live in. 

-They are able to examine their 
own behaviour in relation to the 
environment and say which routines 
they have already changed and 
which they haven’t changed yet.  

-They are able to write about 
green routines. 

-Using phrases 
to express one’s 
opinion ( I think, I 
believe, in my opinion, 
I agree, I disagree) 
when interacting orally 
with peers. 

-Using questions 
to avoid repetition 
(what/how about 
you?)  

-Expressions to 
show interest and 
surprise ( really?, 
amazing!, wow!...) 

 

-Vocabulary:  
Environment
al issues and 
ecology. 
 

-Present continuous. 
-be going to+infinitive. 
-Present perfect simple+ 

yet and already. 
-Present simple. 
-Expressions to make 

suggestions:  
*Let’s… 
*Shall we…? 
*Why don’t we….? 
*How/what about…? 
*If I could I would…. 
 
-Adverbs and phrases  

of frequency. 
 

- Using a 
correct 
spelling 
words. 
-Using a 
correct 
spelling 
form for 
third 
singular 
person in 
present 
simple. 
 
- Using a 
correct 
spelling 
verb form 
in present 
continuous
. 
 

-Informal pronun- 
ciation of “going 
to”: 
 
Gonna 
 
-Intonation when 
making 
suggestions. 
 
-intonation when 
showing interest 
and surprise. 
 

  
 d. Assessment criteria (Descriptors d’avaluació de la dimensió comunicativa)   

    

Comunicació oral Comprensió lectora Expressió escrita 

*Students are able to understand 
oral input associated with the 
environment. 
*Students are able to make 
suggestions about actions they 
can take to improve the health of 
the planet. 
*They are able to ask their 
partners about their opinion. 
*During oral interactions students 
are able to sound friendly and 
show interest and surprise. 
*students are able to make 
predictions about the future of the 
planet. 

*Students are able to understand 
simple texts about environmental 
issues.  

*Students are able to write about green 
routines.  
*Students are able to write about 
actions taking place at the moment. 
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*They are able to express which 
actions they have already taken 
and which not  in relation to the 
care of the environment. 

 
2.3. Activities      
 
SESSION 1 

 
NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: We have to do something. Warm up. Project 
presentation. 
TIMING :15 minutes 

 
RESOURCES: A  video :  The trailer of “TOMORROW” https://www.tomorrow-
documentary.com/#trailer-section  

 
PROCEDURE: After watching the video, the teacher will present the project: Its aim will not be just  
learning English, but also taking part in the change the video talks about.  

 
DYNAMICS:  class group.  
……………………….. 

 
NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: What is happening at the moment? Talking about the effects of pollution 
on the Earth.  

 
TIMING: 45 minutes.  

 
RESOURCES   http://busyteacher.org/13127-environment-worksheet.html vocabulary activity. Also 
the social network Twitter. 

 
PROCEDURE: After working on the vocabulary the students will have the tools to talk about what 
effects of human action are taking place on the planet at the moment. Next, they will join the hashtag 
# be green in English and start tweeting their ideas with pictures  to illustrate them.  
 
Eg. Factories are polluting rivers.  
 
The students will practise the vocabulary learnt here and the present continuous tense. 

 
DYNAMICS: Small groups. 

 
 

SESSION 2 
 

NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: Dear future generations. Listening about what is to come.  
 

TIMING: 15 minutes. 
 

RESOURCES: A video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRLJscAlk1M and a worksheet.   
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z6afC0wHMgySBDhABh8l22FgnqJu5l88Wut3B7qWDpU/edit 

 
PROCEDURE: The students will watch the video and put 7 environmental problems in the order that 
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the rapper mentions them in the video. Grasping key words. 
 

DYNAMICS: Small groups. 
…………………………… 

 
NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: What is going to happen in the future if nothing is  done? 
  
TIMING: 45 minutes. 

 
RESOURCES: Texts and videos online. The top ten environmental issues. 
http://planetearthherald.com/top-10-environmental-issues/. And  the equipment to record a podcast. 

 
PROCEDURE: The students will read the texts about the top 10 environmental issues. With each text 
there is a short video which will help to understand the texts. The students will produce at least 10 
predictions based on the texts, one for each environmental issue. The texts contain enough 
vocabulary for the students to use in their predictions. Here the structure “be going to+infinitive” will be 
practised.  
 
Eg. A lot of species are going to disappear. 

  
The students will create a podcast where they will record their predictions. Here they will practise the 
form “gonna”. 

 
DYNAMICS: Reading -individually. Working on the predictions- small groups. 

 
 

SESSION 3 
 

NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: Let’s get on with it! 
 

TIMING: 1 hour. 15 minutes for the podcast and video/10 minutes to write down ideas in groups/ 10 
minutes for the brainstorming/ 15 minutes of discussion and completing the grid/ 10 minutes to share 
the findings with the rest of the class. 

 
RESOURCES: A podcast  http://vocaroo.com/i/s0uFrj155rvk with a video 
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+about+looking+after+the+planet&view=detail&mid=1DE
6DF35627DCBA82C081DE6DF35627DCBA82C08&FORM=VIRE a board and felt-tips, a worksheet 
with a grid per group.    
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZW5zqB1IRZz0iBbtxb4dMwER8QZRy9XqCtrFP-uuyXE/edit 
 
PROCEDURE: The students will listen to the podcast and watch the video that goes with it. It is a 
motivational video. Then, In small groups  the students will write down quick notes of actions that can 
be done to look after the environment.  

 
Eg. Recycle, go to work by bus… 

 
After that, there will be brainstorming. The class group will participate making suggestions and the 
teacher will write them in a grid there will be on the board.  

 
Eg. Let’s recycle, why don’t we go to work by bus? 
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Next, the students, in their groups, will fill in their grids with the ideas written on the board. Then, they 
will start discussing in their groups about the suggestions, saying if they already do such actions or 
not.   
 
 
Eg. 

A:  I already recycle glass and paper, what about you? 
B: I haven’t started recycling yet because I my kitchen is small.  
C: My kitchen is small, too. Why don’t you place the bins in the balcony? 
D: I have already started recycling organic matter to make compost for my garden.  

     
The students will write who does what on the grid. Afterwards, they will use the information to share 
their findings with the rest of the groups. And maybe they could decide which is the greenest.   

 
Eg.  In our group 3 of us recycle, 1 of us often uses public transport, 2 of us never buy products with a 
lot of packaging…. 

 
In this activity they will use several tenses  in context : present simple, present perfect. Also, they will 
use structures to make suggestions. There will be a lot of vocabulary related to looking after the 
environment, too. Besides, they will be encouraged to use phrases to make their interaction fluent and 
real: What about you?, really?, amazing! 

 
DYNAMICS: In small groups and the class group.  

 
Assessment for this activity:   https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HcT5T-
zYmQYjSljOPjzSXmrk18D8NrL-y7z4pyB4s38/edit   

         
 

SESSION 4 
 
 

NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: How can we recycle?. 
 

TIMING :45 minutes. 
 

RESOURCES: Introduction to the activity: A podcast and a video. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zACy6KsVm8k   
 my podcast http://vocaroo.com/i/s0PQfRjD2AtQ  
 A web : Recycle City.  https://www3.epa.gov/recyclecity/   

 
PROCEDURE: First, the students will watch the video and listen to the podcast. After that, they will start  
playing games. Next,  the different groups will discuss: What have they done to recycle? How have they 
recycled? Where have they recycled and what can they do to recycle better?   

                             
 DYNAMICS: several small groups.  

 
………………………………..      
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NAME OF THE ACTIVITY: How green are you? 
 

TIMING :10 minutes. 
 

RESOURCES: A video https://www.wevideo.com/view/886119506  and a worksheet with a 
grid.https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s0orCHcgRw3dBvpG4lbDaY6auvjlUl9AW1GeHeZ2ta0/edit 

 
PROCEDURE: Watch the video and complete the grid. Find 2 odd elements that are not shown in  the 
video. 

  
DYNAMICS:  Individual activity. 

 
 
SESSION 5: 

 
NAME OF THE ACTIVITY:  the do’s and dont’s of being green.  Final product. 

 
TIMING: 1 hour. 

 
RESOURCES: Materials to create a brochure: Paper, scissors, computers and  a printer. 

 
PROCEDURE: The students will design and create a brochure to give the rest of the students of the 
school information about green routines. Two fiction families will be the stars of the brochure. One will 
have green habits, whereas the other will not. The students will use present simple, expressions of 
frequency and the vocabulary learnt along the project to express these two families’ routines. Each 
member of the family could demonstrate one of the top good/bad habits.  
 
Eg. 

 
Mrs X always has a quick shower.  Mrs Y always has a bath. 

Mr X  usually takes the bus work.               Mr Y drives to work 

 

A day will be chosen when the students will hand out copies of their brochures to the rest of the 
students of the school.  

DYNAMICS : Small groups  

Assessment for this activity: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PhLzBfigSwpfFfevEHnwOkJeb3v2dLZPyWCqCWokQxQ/edit 
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2.4. Evaluation 

 
The assessment of the project will consist of:    

 
1.Initial evaluation. 

 
At the start of the project the students will write down what they know about the condition of 
the environment and how to improve this. Using these notes as a guidance they will discuss 
their ideas in groups. At the end of the project they will be aware of the learning that has taken 
place by comparing their previous notes to a new document where they will write 
environmental problems and ways to reduce them that have been found out throughout the 
project . The students can also use these latter notes to discuss their findings. 

 
2. Formative evaluation. 

 
The students will write in a journal after every session. This is a form of self-assessment. They can reflect 
on what they have learnt during the session and it is a way of consolidating their learning. 
Bell ringers will be used at the beginning of the sessions to revise the contents done. They will be useful to 
check in on the students’ understanding.  
Ticket out the door cards will be handed out at the end of every session just before the students write in 
their journals and handed in before leaving the classroom. These cards will allow the teacher to know how 
the students are doing and if any extra support is necessary. 
The students will have checklists  to help them make sure they are following all the steps when doing the 
activities.  
Finally, the teacher will walk around the classroom and take notes on the students’ performances as the 
groups are doing the activities ( making predictions, making suggestions, expressing what actions they 
have taken to take care of the planet) 

 
3. Summative evaluation. 

 
The students will have to design and create a final product which will be assessed using a rubric. 
Also, there will be peer-assessment and self-assessment in this last part of the project.  

 
30% formative evaluation (journal, bell ringers, and ticket out the door cards) 
20% collaborative work 
50% final task 
 
 
 
2.5. Class management and methodology    

 
Classroom management: 

 
There are several strategies we will use to organise our students’ 
learning: 

 
1) We will need to forge a class identity, so we will try to make our students feel that they 
are part of an exciting plan which has to make them feel proud of.  
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2) Although we do not think there will be problems of misbehaviour, since the students are 
adults, there might be problems associated with anxiety ( students feeling discarded, 
unworthy, isolated…) In order to overcome this we will work to create a supportive learning 
atmosphere. The first step to achieve this goal will be the fact that the students will be 
working in groups where the members will help each other to succeed in reaching their 
goals. Collaboration should replace competition. 

 
3) Despite the fact that they are adults and one might believe them capable enough of 
choosing the groups themselves, doing so, weaker students might feel discarded, so the 
teacher will provide the students with an idea to make the groups: Cards will be dealt out 
among all the students and those who have the cards with the same symbol will belong to 
the same group.  

 
4) The physical layout of desks and chairs will be changed so as to make group work 
easier.  

 
5) The teacher will give extra support to the groups with weak students, praising the latter 
whenever s/he can. 
6) The instructions will be clear and the activities carefully planned. 

 
Methodology: 

 
As teachers, we have chosen an educational goal: Making our students more responsible 
citizens who look after the environment. 

 
The MI Theory can help us to achieve this objective by inspiring us to design activities that 
meet a variety of learning styles.  

 
- Group work will generate discussion, making decisions together, teaching the other 
members etc. This interaction can please the social smart people in the groups. 

 
- There will be a lot of note taking, listening and speaking, which will help the word smart 
people in the group learn. 

 
- Some activities will be based on a video  . This visual input will meet the picture smart 
people’s needs. 

 
- When creating or interpreting the levels of pollution, waste, percentages of people 
recycling etc., number smart people will learn at ease.  

 
- Pictures of our town/ city will be taken to illustrate the students’ concerns about the 
dangers of being disrespectful with the environment. Here body smart people will be cared 
for. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Let’s be environmentally friendly                                                                                               English level A2 

 

Sylvaine Beal sbeal@xtec.cat/ Alicia Ferré Pallares aferr43@xtec.cat/ Laura Pont  lpont2@xtec.cat    Public domain images from openclipart 

 

3. Final thought    
 
Let’s be environmentally friendly  is a project that was born out of the wish to make 
our students reflect on the importance of looking after the planet. Children are taught at 
school that it is our responsibility to protect the environment, but what about adults? Not 
everybody seems to be aware of the consequences of humans’ aggressive behaviour 
toward the Earth. Some people just ignore them, or do not stop to think about them. We 
would like to raise our students awareness of the need to be green and help them find 
out how.  

 
These students have studied several tenses and structures during their 3rd year. These will help them 
express their ideas, therefore, the language will be used meaningfully. We hope the project gives 
them the chance to reinforce the learning done during the year as well as acquire new vocabulary.  

 
Finally, doing a project will foster collaborative work and boost the use of tech tools.   

 
  

  
 

   
 


