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1. Preface 
How are the Brits? What are they into? What kind of food do they eat? Which are the main landmarks in 
the country? Who is Guy Fawkes? How many languages and dialects are spoken in the UK? Could you 
name three British films and music bands? 

To answer these questions we need to know about British culture and “Life in the UK”. 

Why bringing the UK culture into the classroom? Learning the language doesn’t automatically mean 
learning the culture. Bringing culture to the classroom can be very motivating, as it brings the language 
alive for learners, creating a link between language and everyday life. These kind of projects help our 
students to improve their English while they are learning values and lifestyles different than theirs. 

“Learning another language isn’t only learning different words for the same things but learning another 
way to think about things” Flora Lewis. 
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2. The project/sequence   

 2.1. The context 

- This project is designed to take place in the Adult’s school Edelia Hernández, in Viladecans. 
- The target group is level 2 and 3 students, therefore, they already have some basic knowledge of the 

foreign language.  
- The class group has around 25 students and English is taught an average of 3 hours per week (2 

times per week, 90 minutes each lesson) 
- This project has a duration of 4 sessions (6 hours in total) and can be carried out at any time of the 

academic year. 
 
 

 2.2. Objectives, competences, contents and assessment criteria 
 

     a. Objectives:  

Improve the students’ language competences: speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

- Improve the students’ language competences: speaking, listening, reading and writing.  
- Formulate questions regarding a topic of culture in the UK 
- Use ICT tools to get the information needed and interpret it 
- Simplify the information and synthesize it 
- Make a glossary of the new vocabulary learned 
- Report findings--->Present what has been learned (final product: a podcast) 
- Work in group collaboratively 
- Respect and value cultural differences 
- Listen to and assess peer’s podcasts 
- Self-evaluate one’s learning process 

 
     b. Competences 

Linguistic competence: 
- Read, understand and get the most important information from texts. 
- Develop the ability to express orally and through written language. 
- Learn new vocabulary and expressions.  

 
Social and civic competence: 

- Create a link between language and culture through a project that explores the culture of the UK.  
- Value cultural differences 
- Students work in groups with a respectful, proactive and collaborative attitude. 

 
Information processing and digital competence: 

- Understand information transmitted in oral and written text. 
- Use of ICT to get information and to present it.  
- Use podcasts to boast oral communication. 

 
Autonomy and personal initiative: 

- Develop initiatives and decisions in planning, organizing and managing work (setting roles, timing, etc.) 
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- Be aware of oneself’s learning styles and reflect on one’s learning process 
- Practice self-evaluation 

 
    c. Contents of the curriculum: 

              Competència pragmàtica                    Competència                                 Competència lingüística 
                                                                              discursiva 

Funcions i aspectes 
sociolingüístics 

Organització del discurs i 
tipus de text 

Lèxic i 
aspectes 
semàntics 

Morfosintaxi Ortografia i 
aspectes 

gràfics 

Fonètica i 
fonologia 

-Students interact and 
collaborate in group 
work 
 
-Students play a 
specific role in group 
work (see lesson plan) 
 
- Students learn how to 
give feedback on 
peer’s podcast 

 

- Students formulate 
questions on what 
they would like to 
learn about life in the 
UK 

 
- Students interpret 

and synthesize 
information in order to 
give a short answer to 
their previously 
formulated questions 

 
- Students practice 

oral discourse 

- New 
vocabulary: 
food, transport, 
landmarks, 
traditions, 
festivities, etc.  

- Giving 
compliments 

 
- Present simple 
review 

 
- Use of 
connectors 

 
- Formulating 
questions 

- Punctuation 
 
- Spelling 
 

- Pronunciation 
 
- Intonation 

 
    

      d. Assessment criteria (Descriptors d’avaluació de la dimensió comunicativa)  
 

Comunicació oral Comprensió lectora Expressió escrita 

- Comprèn i utilitza vocabulari i 
expressions bàsiques sobre la cultura 
del Regne Unit 

 
- Formula preguntes entorn a subtemes 

de la cultura del Regne Unit. 
 

- Identifica la informació essencial del 
seu conjunt i la interpreta per donar 
resposta a les preguntes 

 
- Participa en situacions comunicatives 

simulades (giving  compliments, 
giving feedback...) 

 
- Comprèn i produeix frases amb 

estructures lingüístiques i gramaticals 
simples i bàsiques i enllaçades amb 
connectors simples. 

 
- Fa una exposició senzilla i breu 

interpretant els elements prosòdics 
(entonació, pronunciació...). 

 

-  Entén missatges escrits i identifica 
la informació útil per resoldre 
preguntes sobre temes culturals 
del Regne Unit 

 
- Reconeix i comprèn paraules i 

expresions bàsiques relacionades 
amb la cultura del Regne Unit 

 
 
 
 

- Escriu un text amb poques faltes 
gramaticals i d’ortografia. 

 
- Fa servir connectors i singes de 

puntuació per enllaçar idees. 
 
- Les respostes son breus i concises, 

amb coherència i idees ben 
organitzades. 

 
- Les idees ben organitzades i amb 

coherència.  
 
- Revisa el text després del feedback 

de la docent i modifica els elements 
de coherència, cohesió, lèxic o 
ortografia necessaris.  
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2.3. Activities 
  

Lesson plan. DAY 1 

1. Warm up: 
How are you feeling today? 

5’ 

2. Project presentation: 
-          Short video https://youtu.be/9hL9yDOK48A 
What displays of culture, symbols and landmarks did the students’ notice? Write 
them down on the board. 
-          Start vocabulary glossary with a collaborative tool (Drive- w1) 

20’ 

3. “Did you know….?” 
-          Show Popplet presentation http://popplet.com/app/#/4361736  
(PDF version w2) 
-          Ignite curiosity by asking questions (such as, do you know which kind of 

food they eat in the UK? Or which are the main landmarks? Who is Guy 
Fawkes? How many dialects and languages are spoken in the UK? Could 
you name three British films and music bands? 

10’ 

4. Brainstorm 
- Ask for topics they would like to work on ->Students are encouraged to 

come up with ideas. 
- Examples that can be used as ice-breakers and or topics that may arise: 

Landmarks (and tourist information), typical British food, languages and 
dialects spoken in the UK,music, cinema and arts in the UK, British 
festivities (festivals, celebrations, traditions… such as Guy Fawkes, 
Halloween, etc.) 

15’ 

5. Grouping: 
-     Students are later grouped according to their interests, trying to have more 

or less the same amount of people in each group. Diversity in levels of the 
language (heterogeneity) is also preferred. 

-     Changing classroom setting (tables and seating). From U-shape to small 
groups. 

10’ 

6. Short group activity:  
- Worksheet 3 (w3) -> students are asked to write down the names of the 

group members, the topic they’d like to work on and what their previous 
knowledge is.  

- Students have to list questions of what they want to know about the topic.  

20’  

 
                                                                                           •Ariana Pérez  

 
  4 

 

https://youtu.be/9hL9yDOK48A
https://youtu.be/9hL9yDOK48A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wDtqO767kXL560Jt7cVHvIZtyEZC_SEvqNzGMP7vflI/edit
http://popplet.com/app/#/4361736
http://popplet.com/app/#/4361736
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KP6bMPu-VBpr3nn9WWN2KP-4Qnlrb8dP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Rn9sDUxnR_L7N4I7lEWLqJId_gAF6LL/view


 

Life in the UK  
 

7. Wrap up 
- Collect the worksheets and share with the classroom what previous 

knowledge groups have on their topic + the questions that students have 
formulated on their topic. 

- Revise what has been done and learnt during the session and forecast what 
is going to be done next class.  

 

10’ 

Lesson plan. DAY 2 

1. Welcome students 
Welcome students and ask them to sit with their groups, arranging setting as the 
previous session. Students are asked to greet each other while the teacher 
hands out again Worksheet 3 to each group. 

5’ 

2. Group work guidelines 
- Brief explanation of what group work should be like.  
- Play video https://youtu.be/NHthm2n1Tq4  
- Present group roles and ask students to add in worksheet 3 the roles of 

each member of the group. Team roles in cooperative groups: 
A. Group leader 
B. Material manager and time keeper 
C. Encourager 
D. Recorder 
E. Checker 

20’ 

3. Explanation of the final product of the project 
- Explicitly reflect on the learning process and share with students how 

time is going to be used in class. Explain the final product that they will 
have to create: a Podcast of Q&A. Students read out one of the 
questions that have been formulated on their topic and give a short 
answer (min length of the podcast is 20sec, max is 2min) 

- Example of what a podcast is: 
https://www.speakpipe.com/voice-recorder/msg/p09kry1z4gpacle4  

                        Worksheet with the transcript (w4). Add vocabulary to the glossary 
- Share evaluation rubric (Worksheet 5) with the groups and go through it. 

20’ 

4. Group work 
- The teacher hands out material of each topic, mainly infographics and 

photocopies with information that may help to answer some of the 
questions that students formulated in w3 on the previous session 

- Students have to work through this material and decide how will they 
answer their questions as well as present their findings. 

- Students are encouraged to use laptops to dig deeper and look for 

40’ 
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information on the net.  
- Timing: students will have to create a timeline with time and tasks to be 

completed, which will help them to structure their project. Time checker 
will be in charge to make sure the timeline is followed and adapted 
and/or flexible when needed.  

- While students work in groups, the teacher walks around the classroom 
giving feedback. 

5. Wrap up 5’ 

Lesson plan. DAY 3 

1. Warm up activity 
- We listen to a podcast that on purpose has been poorly recorded (prepared by 

the teacher). With the rubric on hand (w5) students point out what could have 
been improved: pauses between sentences are needed, louder voice, make 
sure there is no background noise, accessible A2 language (no need to use 
technical or flamboyant words), adding a transcript to help understanding, etc. 

 

10’ 

2. Group work 
- Students work autonomously in groups following the guidelines that they agreed 

on in the previous lesson (timing, roles, etc.) The teacher moves around and 
gives meaningful feedback. 

- Students rehearse their podcast presentation. All students must at least record 
one question and its answer. 

- Students upload their podcasts on Moodle  

1h 
15’ 

3. Wrap up 5’ 

Lesson plan. DAY 4 

1. Warm up: giving compliments 
- Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5gXJQRU-Yo 

           Have a look at the chunks: (W6) handout 

10’ 

2. Peer evaluation 
- Students sit in pairs with someone from another group 
- Following the rubric, peers give feedback on each item (w5) 
- Peers are asked to write down on the comment section one compliment (w6) 

20’ 
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3. Self-evaluation 
- Students are asked to listen one more time their podcast, but this time to 

self-assess themselves on each item.  

15’ 

4. Q&A 
- Teacher hands out the print out of all the questions and answers (the transcripts 

of the podcast). Each student is asked to read it’s q&a out loud.  
- Discussion and sharing results 
- New vocabulary is added on the glossary (w1). 

30’ 

5. Wrap up 
- Students give feedback on the project: what did they like, what do they feel that 

could be improved... 
- Students reflect on their learning progress: what did they learn, what difficulties 

did they face, etc. 
- The teacher collects all of this information and writes key words on the 

blackboard.  

15’ 

 

 
         2.4. Evaluation 

 
- PROCESS: while students work on the activities 

Assessment is going to take place through the entire project. Starting with worksheet 3 it is assessed 
what their previous knowledge on the topic is and what they would like to learn about it. (INITIAL 
EVALUATION) 

Group work guidelines are also set (lesson plan session 2) and quality of group work is both assessed 
by teachers and students. (FORMATIVE EVALUATION) 

The whole process of the project is assessed in a more informal way on the last activity of session 4, in 
which students share what did they learn and what did they struggled with. Students also share 
valuable feedback on how PBL could be improved, what activities did they enjoy the most, etc.  To do 
this in a more relaxed atmosphere, the teacher takes notes of the open discussion.  

 

- PRODUCT: Results of the activities 

The assessment grid is shared with the students from the beginning of the project so that students 
know what it is expected from them (see session 1 and 2).  

Two activities are carried out during the project so that students know what it is expected from them 
and get familiar with the rubric: one by looking at an example of a good podcast and working on its 
transcript. And then one more task in which we analyse a podcast that has been done poorly (on 
purpose, done by the teacher) and with the rubric on hand students point out what could have been 
improved: pauses between sentences are needed, louder voice, background noise, accessible A2 
language (no need to use technical or flamboyant words), adding a transcript to help understanding, 
etc. 
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On the last session of the project, the grid is used both for self-assessment and peer-evaluation. One 
task is included so that students learn how to give and take compliments, so that also through the 
assessment, students incorporate new language practice.  

 

   2.5. Class management and methodology 
 

A)   Class management 
Classroom management relates to the strategies a teacher can use to organise students’ learning - 
Nicole Brown. 

The following are some of the strategies that are going to be used during the course of the project “Life 
in the UK”: 

-          Positive reinforcement: praising student’s work and effort. As Maya Angelou said, “I've learned that 
people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you 
made them feel”.  

-          Create a classroom atmosphere that supports and celebrates learning. A place where students feel 
loved and comfortable to participate, to make mistakes and where they enjoy learning a new language. 

-          Classroom layout: avoid the “cemetery method” (a reference to the practice of arranging classrooms 
similar to cemeteries: students are in rows, very still and quite). Physically arrange the classroom in a 
U-shape circle or in small groups of tables according to the lesson plan of the day. 

-          Promote collaboration instead of competition. By making them to work in groups, not only do they 
practice teamwork skills, but also we promote helping each other and cooperation in tasks. To assure 
this, teachers should share expectations and guidelines with students on how group-work must be 
carried out. 

-          Listen to the voice and choice of students: students will be able to decide which kind topic they want 
to work on. There will be some ideas provided by the teacher but the main point is that all students 
brainstorm on different topics to work on regarding culture and life in the UK. 

-          Launch the project in a fun and motivating way. A video and a Popplet presentation will be used to 
introduce the project. This Popplet I made shows different fun facts about the UK, which will create a fun 
and relaxed atmosphere and active student’s need to know. 

-          Explicitly reflect on the student’s learning process. 

   
B)   Methodology 

Life in the UK is designed as a PBL. What is PBL and why using this approach? 

Project-based learning is a dynamic approach to teaching in which students explore real-world problems 
and challenges. With this type of active and engaged learning, students are inspired to obtain a deeper 
knowledge. 

Why using PBL: 

- It provides real world connection when learning. 

- PBL makes school more engaging for students. Students are active, not passive; a project engages their 
hearts and minds, and provides real-world relevance for learning. 
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- Students are able to apply knowledge into new situations. 

- It builds up career and life skills. When doing projects students learn how to take initiative and 
responsibility, solve problems, work in teams, communicate ideas and negotiate. 

- It provides opportunities for students to use technology. 

- It allows teachers to have a guidance role.  

  
"One of the major advantages of project work is that it makes school more like real life." -Sylvia Chard, 
University of Alberta 

 

 
 

3. Final thought 
  

This project has been designed when taking part of the course “Enhancing Adult ELT with EdTech”. Tools                 
and ideas learnt in the course have been put into practice in this project, which aims to strengthen the use                    
of ICT in a meaningful way into the classroom, as well as to to improve teaching practice.  
  
Once the podcasts have been created and uploaded on Moodle, students can share it with family and                 
friends and therefore, share with the rest of the community what they learnt about life and culture of the UK.                    
The lesson plan is open and flexible for teachers to adapt it for their students.  

  
 
 

Links to external materials:  

Video intro (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hL9yDOK48A&feature=youtu.be) 

Popplet presentation 

PDF Popplet presentation 

Worksheet 3 

Collaborative Vocabulary Glossary 

Podcast 

Groupwork guidelines video 

Groupwork guidelines worksheet 

Giving compliments video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5gXJQRU-Yo&feature=youtu.be) 

Giving compliments (worksheet 6) 

Assessment 

 

 

 
                                                                                           •Ariana Pérez  

 
  9 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hL9yDOK48A&feature=youtu.be
http://popplet.com/app/#/4361736
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KP6bMPu-VBpr3nn9WWN2KP-4Qnlrb8dP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Rn9sDUxnR_L7N4I7lEWLqJId_gAF6LL/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wDtqO767kXL560Jt7cVHvIZtyEZC_SEvqNzGMP7vflI/edit
https://www.speakpipe.com/voice-recorder/msg/p09kry1z4gpacle4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHthm2n1Tq4&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15XI3zxnnL8WJUJto_ELG5NLcg2FsEmsF/view
https://youtu.be/n5gXJQRU-Yo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5gXJQRU-Yo&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Um7PTpcsKNT9lcpkNmxc_XmlZCnZX4dq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IZAfqkzbQxTQOfRDsICZadKTGqPzUpov/view

