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     London Shopping 

 
 
 
 

English project designed by   Lluís Domènech • March, 2017 

 
1. Preface 

 
Students will learn the main vocabulary and expressions for a shopping session in London. The 
goal of this project is to make them self-sufficient to go around the city on their own (without a 
teacher, guide...) and buy things in a shop or a store. They will also be able to ask for other useful 
places like toilets, café... 

 
 

2. The project/sequence    

     2.1. The context 

This project is planned as a previous activity before a trip to the UK at the end of the year. It is for 
students from L1 and L2.  L1 is a very advanced group and L2 is not, so it may be easier for the 
former. L1 is a mix of seniors (some of them retired teachers) and people over forty. L2 is almost 
made up of senior pupils. 
It will take 3 sessions of 1 hour and a half each. 
 

          2.2. Objectives, competences, contents and assessment criteria 
 

     a. Objectives: At the end of this project students will be able to: 

- Recognize the main types of shop they will find in London. 

- Classify the most common items people usually buy by their specific shop. 

- Distinguish sizes, colours and shapes of the items, especially clothes.  

- Recognise and practise key questions and expressions to ask for directions and for what they 

want to buy. 

- Produce basic conversations that could take place in a shop, or involving shopping. 

 
     b. Competences:   

Linguistic Competence, Autonomy and Personal Initiative Competence, and Social Competence. 
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c. Contents of the curriculum : 

 

                               Competència pragmàtica                    Competència                                 Competència lingüística 
                                                                                             discursiva 

Funcions i aspectes 
sociolingüístics 

Organització del 
discurs i tipus de 

text 

Lèxic i aspectes 
semàntics 

Morfosintaxi Ortografia 
i aspectes 

gràfics 

Fonètica i 
fonologia 

- Understand how 
British people ask for things 
and the differences with us. 

 
- Lifestyle in London. 

- Create dialogues 
in different 
shopping 
situations. 

 
- Do a roleplay.  

- Vocabulary 
and 

expressions 
about 

shopping. 
 

- Vocabulary 
about food. 

 
- Vocabulary 
about food. 

 
- Vocabulary and 

expressions 
about giving 
directions. 

- Present 
simple tense. 
Affirmative, 

negative and 
Interrogative. 

Basic 
Sentence 
structure. 

- Third 
person ‘S’ 

in 
singular. 

- Intonation 
when asking 

for 
something. 

 
                

            d. Assessment criteria  (Descriptors d’avaluació de la dimensió comunicativa)   
    

 

Comunicació oral Comprensió lectora Expressió escrita 

- Utilitzar vocabulari i estructures 
lingüístiques bàsiques per parlar 
de botigues, roba, menjar i 
direccions. 
- Participar en situacions 
comunicatives habituals 
(simulades) o de l’àmbit acadèmic 
, utilitzant frases senzilles i 
expressions de cortesia bàsiques 
(si us plau, gràcies, ho sento...). 
- Produir les paraules o 
expressions amb una pronúncia 
que permeti fer-les intel·ligibles 
globalment i, si cal, utilitzar 
recursos del llenguatge no verbal i 
estratègies de compensació per 
facilitar la comunicació: pauses, 
repeticions...  
 

- Reconèixer i comprendre 
paraules i expressions bàsiques i 
frases simples relacionades amb 
necessitats bàsiques: noms de 
botigues, etiquetes de productes, 
rètols… 
-  

- Escriure expressions senzilles i frases 
estereotipades simples i ordenades 
relacionades amb necessitats bàsiques 
com demanar direccions o anar a 
comprar. 
- Utilitzar els signes gràfics i respectar 
l’ortografia natural en les frases 
escrites.  
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2.3. Activities 

 
              

Session 1 
 

 Procedure  Resources  Dynamics  

Activity 1 
(10’):video 

It will introduce the sessions. We 
will watch it once to discuss about 
the subject, what they know… And 
a second time to focus on 
dialogues, vocabulary... 

https://animoto.com/
play/6T5yknVs1QQ
zrvhToQXfJA 

They will work 
individually writing down 
new vocabulary and 
expressions. 

Activity 2 
(10'):Podcast 

The teacher will ask first about 
where to buy some items, we will 
listen to it and finally will check if we 
were right or wrong. 

https://drive.google.
com/open?id=0B48
yTih9rss6NktNclJ4N
VpHWEk 

They will work 
individually writing down 
vocabulary and 
expressions.  

Activity 3 (30’): 
group work 

Each group will have 4 worksheets. 
Two of them about directions, two 
of them about types of shops. 
After the worksheets are done they 
will have to share the results with 
the rest of the group. 
 

Annexes 1, 2, 3 and 
4. Annex 5. 

They will work in groups 
of 4. Each one will do a 
worksheet in pairs. It will 
be better if the students 
with more difficulties 
have the ones about 
types of shop, they are 
easier. 
  

Activity 4 (40’): 
competition 

The teacher will present them a 
map of a city (annex 5) with 
different locations. One group at a 
turn, the teacher will show an item 
to buy and a starting point. They 
will have some time to think, and 
then they will have to give valid 
directions to the right shop to buy it. 
They will have points for their 
indications and/or for choosing the 
right shop (look at the rubric for 
more details). 

Annex 5 Every group will have to 
work together and write 
down the right answer 
when it’s their turn. 
Then, one of them will 
have to say it out loud. 
In the meanwhile, the 
other groups will pay 
attention to the answer 
and the whole class will 
discuss if it should be 
accepted or not. 

 
 Session 2 

 

 Procedure  Resources  Dynamics  

Activity 1 
(10’):video 

They will watch the video (twice) 
and answer questions about it (1). 

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=HSlb
U_ZW6fk&t=7s 

They will work 
individually writing down 
new vocabulary and 
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expressions. 

Activity 2 (5’): 
dialogue 

We will read a short dialogue where 
a customer wants to buy a pair of 
boots. We will translate and 
understand it. 

Annex 6 Divided in groups, the 
whole class will answer.  
The teacher will make 
clear that at the end 
they will have to do a 
roleplay with this text. 

Activity 3 
(20’):group work 

They will have to complete 3 
worksheets about types of clothing, 
and sizes and colours. 
Once the worksheets are done they 
will have to share the results with 
the rest of the group. 
 

Annexes 8, 9 and 
10 

They will work in groups 
of 4. It will be better if 
the students with more 
difficulties focus on the 
worksheets about types 
of clothing, they are 
easier. 

Activity 4 (20’): 
Practise  

We will take the dialogue again, but 
with gaps. The teacher will ask 
them to guess what would have to 
say each character with different 
parameters (different cloth, colour, 
size…) They will have several 
rounds to practise.  

Annex 7 The teacher will ask the 
whole class. All the 
students will answer 
and the teacher will 
write on the board the 
right answers, but 
making sure they write it 
down too. 

Activity 5 (25’): 
roleplay 

One member of two different 
groups will walk in front of the 
class. One will be the customer, the 
other one the shop assistant. The 
customer will have a piece of paper 
with: the type of cloth she/he wants 
to buy, the size, the colour, the type 
of payment and the price, all in 
Catalan (it will have to be 
translated). The shop assistant will 
have to answer according to that 
(singular, plural). 
If the customer doesn’t know what 
word to use she/he can check it 
with his/her group (in English). 

Annex 7 While these two 
students are 
roleplaying, the groups 
will be paying attention 
and focusing on what 
they are saying, in case 
they are asked for help. 

 
(1): 

- What does the shop assistant say to assist the customer? 
- Does the customer like the sweater? 
- The shop assistant doesn’t have any medium sweater. True or false? 
- The customer pays with cash. True or false? 
- When the customer says “where can I try it on?” What does it mean? 
- Does the customer buy the shirt at the end? 
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Session 3  
 

 Procedure  Resources  Dynamics  

Activity 1 
(15’):video 

We will watch the video focusing on the 
street indications section and on the 
restaurant section. 

https://www.youtu
be.com/watch?v=
MTrFBqqF3O0 

They will work 
individually writing down 
new vocabulary and 
expressions. It will be 
important for the final 
task. 

Activity 2 
(15'):group 
work 

They will have to complete 1 worksheet 
about buying food in a coffee shop. 
Once the worksheet is done they will have 
to share the results with the rest of the 
group. 

Annex 11 They will work in groups 
of 4. 

Activity 3 
(60’): final 
task 

Each group will have to produce their own 
dialogue with 4 characters and 4 scenes.  
The main character has arrived to London 
for the first time and wants to go shopping.  

- 1st scene: she/he doesn’t know 
where to buy some clothes so 
she/he asks someone in the street 
for directions. 

- 2n scene: in a department store, 
boutique… she/he buys some 
clothes. 

- 3rd scene: she/he goes to a 
restaurant or to a coffee shop to 
have a meal. 

Each member of the group will be a 
character (someone from the street, the 
shop assistant…). 
At the end they will have to perform this text 
in front of the others. They will have to vote 
which one was the most creative or 
interesting (one cannot vote for his/her own 
group). 

Annexes 1 to 11 
and their own 
notes. 

They will work in groups 
of 4. They will have to 
decide whether they 
work all together or  
everyone has a specific 
scene. 
The teacher will have to 
go group by group to 
make sure they get the 
task done properly, 
helping them and 
correcting their 
mistakes. If they need 
extra time the teacher 
can decide to postpone 
the roleplay for next 
session, for instance. 

 
         2.4. Evaluation 
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        PROCESS: Students will have to take an active role during the tasks. They will have to take notes,    
                              fulfill the tasks on time and ask the teacher when they don’t understand something.  
        PRODUCTS: The teacher will have to check all the worksheets done. 
        FINAL PRODUCT: The final product will be a text and a role play. 
    

Rubrics: there is a rubric for each session.  
The third session rubric will evaluate either the text written and the roleplay. The first two 
categories are for the roleplay, the next two are for the text. The last one will be not decided by 
the teacher but by the students, voting the other groups roleplay. 
They are going to work as a group during the whole project, and for that reason the assessment  
will focus in the whole group. Either session 1 and session 3 rubrics will assess the group, not  
single students, while session 2 rubric will assess students individually but also their interaction 
with the rest of the group. 
They can get up to 37 points in total, so they will need at least 19 to get a positive assessment. 

 
Rubric for Session 1 
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Rubric session 3 
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2.5. Class management and methodology 
 

At the beginning of each class the students will listen to the teacher and will watch videos about 
the subject, so we will keep the layout of the tables to be comfortable to take notes. 
 
After the initial part they will arrange desks to form separate groups of 3-4. This will be done by 
the teacher to be sure they are equilibrated, giving them a folded paper with a word. Then, they 
will have to find others with a similar word (4 types of clothes, 4 types of food…) and choose a set 
of tables. 
 
The teacher will make clear, to avoid the students being confused or getting lost, that the main 
goal of every season will be to reproduce a conversation in a specific situation, which will be 
explained at the beginning of each season.   
 
The teacher will spend some time with every group to check if they have understood, focusing 
especially on the students with difficulties, and if everyone has a task to do. 
 
At the end the students will listen to each group performing their task and they will discuss what 
has happened in each situation. The teacher will try to point out the good bits, to reinforce their 
confidence.  

 
With regard to methodology, each class will begin with a video about something related to the 
subject. Afterwards we will talk about what this is about, the meaning of key expressions, non-
verbal language (if it is a roleplay)... 
 
The teacher will always use images to present vocabulary and will explain grammar when 
presenting expressions and common questions/answers. However, the focus will be on the 
meaning, not on the grammar. 
 
Each group will have more than one worksheet to complete, some easier some more challenging. 
So not everyone will do the same, but everyone will be able to do something. 
 
Through what they have seen in the video and the worksheets, and through the teacher’s 
explanation, they will have to write down and perform a simple conversation in English. Each 
group will have different requirements.  

 
3. Final thought 

   
With this project students will work basic grammar and vocabulary, that’s why it is perfect for first 
levels. But they will do it in a way that tries to be relevant for them. Shopping is something 
everybody does, they will find it related to them for sure. 
 
Sometimes I wonder why some of my students find it difficult to get used to say ‘good morning’ at 
the beginning of the class and ‘goodbye’ (or similar) at the end. “Don’t they come to learn 
English? Why be reluctant?” I say to myself. During my recent trip to London with them I realize 
what could be the reason: it is hard for them to see English as something useful because they 
only use it in class and after all we all speak Catalan, so why pretend we use another language? 
It’s not that they say this out loud, but I believe this thought exists at some level. 
 
In London, however, they had to use English without pretending anything. If they wanted/had to 
interact with somebody to get something they had to do it in English, there was no other option. It 
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was more natural to use all those expressions we had learned it class. 
 
  For that reason I think that working a familiar topic as shopping and focusing on the practical 
side of it (through roleplays and also being a preparation for a trip) this project can have a great 
rate of success.  

 
 
 

4. Ressources 

- Logo. Author: raghavvidya. License: Creative Commons. 

- Annex1 (author: kawyte. Under the Creative Commons Attribution License): 

https://en.islcollective.com/resources/printables/worksheets_doc_docx/where_can_you_buy/shop

ping-elementary-a1/13676 

- Annex 2:  

https://en.islcollective.com/resources/printables/worksheets_doc_docx/shopping_readingmatchin

g/shopping-elementary-a1/59601 

- Annex 3 (Author: Pachy. Under the Creative Commons Attribution License): 

https://en.islcollective.com/resources/printables/worksheets_doc_docx/places_giving_directions/i

mperative-giving-directions/4688 

- Annex 4: 

https://en.islcollective.com/resources/printables/worksheets_doc_docx/how_can_i_get_to/preposi

tions-giving-directions/6330 

- Annex 8:  

http://busyteacher.org/23954-clothes-and-colors-complete-the-sentences.html 

- Annex 9: 

http://busyteacher.org/23953-clothes-unscramble-and-match.html 

- Annex 10:  

http://busyteacher.org/24600-buy-clothes.html 

- Annex 11: 

https://en.islcollective.com/resources/printables/worksheets_doc_docx/in_a_cafe/restaurant-

elementary-a1/284 
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Annex 1 
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Annex 3 
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Annex 5 
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Annex 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

JOANE BUYS CLOTHES 
Shop assistant: Good morning. Can I help you? 
Joane: Yes, please. I would like a pair of those leather boots. 
Shop assistant: what size, please? 
Joane: Eight. Do you have them in black? 
Shop assistant: Yes. Here you are Madam. 
Joane: Can I try them on, please? 
Shop assistant: Yes, of course. The changing room is on your left. 
Joane: I’ll take them. Can I pay by credit card, please? 
Shop assistant: Of course! 
 Joane: The price is 80 pound, right? 
Shop assistant: That is correct, Madam. 
Joane: Here is the credit card. 
Shop assistant: Thank you! 
Joane: Have a nice day! 
Shop assistant: You too, bye Madam. 
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Annex 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Shop assistant: Good morning. Can I help you? 
Customer: Yes, please. I would like ____________________. 
Shop assistant: what size, please? 
Customer: _________. Do you have them in _____________? 
Shop assistant: Yes. Here you are Mrs/Mr. 
Customer: Can I try them/it on, please? 
Shop assistant: Yes, of course. The changing room is on your left. 
Customer: I’ll take them/it. Can I pay by __________, please? 
Shop assistant: Of course! 
Customer: The price is ________ pound, right? 
Shop assistant: That is correct, Mrs/Mr. 
Customer: Here is the ____________. 
Shop assistant: Thank you! 
Jane: Have a nice day! 
Shop assistant: You too, bye Mrs/Mr. 
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Annex 8 
 

Look at the pictures. Complete the sentences. 
 

RED – YELLOW – T-SHIRT – PURPLE – WAISTCOAT – COAT – ORANGE – PINK – BOOTS – 
HAT – SWEATER – GREY – BLACK – SHORTS - BLUE – SHOE S - GREEN – BLACK - SKIRT 
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Annex 9 
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Annex 10 

 


