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In this unit, you are going to reflect on the importance of the three Rs. You are going to design 
a musical instrument from recycled materials and to explain how to do it to your classmates.  

I.- WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT IT? 

1) What do you think the title of this project (the three Rs) mean? If you don’t know, order the 

letters and find the hidden words. 

R   E   C  U   D    E :_______________________ 

R   E   S    E    U  :_______________________ 

C  C  R   E  E  Y  L  : ______________________ 

Now match the words and these pictures. 

 

2) What do R, R and R stand for? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3) What do you know about recycling, reusing and reducing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Do you think that people recycle, reuse and reduce enough to help the environment? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5) What do you do to help the environment? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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6) Match the three RS (reduce, reuse, recycle) with the appropriate definition. 

______________ means not buying anything that you don't need. 

The operative word is "need”. How many pairs of shoes do you 

really need? Blouses? Computer games? It is terrifying how 

many people regard "shopping" as an acceptable social 

activity, practised every day or two. In North America the 

average is 6 hours per week. 

_______________. Keep using the old one. Borrow your sister’s or 

brother’s clothes. Donate to charities. Buy second-hand. 

If you ______________, materials are reprocessed and 

manufactured into the same or similar products. 

II.-RECYCLING      

1.- Read this story and then do the activities that follow. 

 

http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.biensimple.com/download/attachments/7408579/bien-verde-como-empezar-reciclar-460x345-la.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.biensimple.com/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=7408579&usg=__kt0hfN2MCE3sXs_b-FnglnGlFHA=&h=460&w=345&sz=23&hl=es&start=6&sig2=8BRsiO_qUIjbYmiRS7-Kqg&um=1&tbnid=bEcIfa_T9G8-hM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=96&ei=vKt3SZHSConGjAeo0pGyBQ&prev=/images?q=im%C3%A1genes+de+reciclaje+y+del+planeta&um=1&hl=es&rlz=1T4SNYK_esES310ES310&sa=X


(c) Montse Irun & Inma Urrecha Page 3 

a) Draw paper in the container in scene 3, glass bottles in the container in scene 4 and 

plastic bottles in the container in scene 5. 

b) Label the bins. 

2.- What do we recycle in these bins? 

                        

_____________   ____________   _____________ 

      

_____________    ____________    

 

3.- Write the name of these products and then put them into the correct bin. 
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5.- Go to http://www.ecokids.ca/pub/eco_info/topics/waste/clean_room/

   Sort the 24 items into their correct recycling bins. 

Write down six new words. 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

 

6.-  Go to http://www.planetozkids.com/ozzoom/wordgames/recycling-word-search-

game.htm) Do the word search. Write down the time 

____________________ and six words you learnt:  

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

 

7.- Go to 

http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/kids/games/crossword/. Do the crossword. Write down 

six new words. 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________ 

 

http://www.ecokids.ca/pub/eco_info/topics/waste/clean_room/
http://www.ecokids.ca/pub/eco_info/topics/waste/clean_room/
http://www.planetozkids.com/ozzoom/wordgames/recycling-word-search-game.htm
http://www.planetozkids.com/ozzoom/wordgames/recycling-word-search-game.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/education/kids/games/crossword/


(c) Montse Irun & Inma Urrecha Page 5 

II.-REDUCING      

1.- Tips for recycling and reducing 

a) Read these pieces of advice and try to guess the missing word. You can do that in Catalan. 

 

b) What do these words mean? If you do not know, look them up in a dictionary: 

Spread (2)  Ask  

Buy  Sort  

Cut  Rinse  

http://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/reduce.bmp
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clean  Use  

Classify  Avoid (2)  

Check  Take  

 

c) Now fill in the blanks with those English words. 

2.- Complete these sentences from the previous  text. 

____________________ all your rubbish out! 

____________________ before you recycle. 

____________________ down on plastic bags. 

What do you notice about the form? 

Complete the rule 

In English we form the imperative with ______________________ and we do not use the 

____________________. 

 

3.- Go to 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/eco/eco_friendly.shtml?page=mission1

 House Mission 1 (Reduce). Investigate how to reduce energy in 

each of the rooms in the house and then take the quiz. 

III.-REUSING      

1. Do you usually reuse things? What kind of things do you usually reuse?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  What can you do with an old jelly jar? Work with a partner and list as many things as you 

can think of. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/eco/eco_friendly.shtml?page=mission1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/eco/eco_friendly.shtml?page=mission1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/sysm/eco/eco_friendly.shtml?page=mission1
http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lyonco.org/sw/images/reuse.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.lyonco.org/sw/reu/&usg=__qiqGCoSTwBy5fsz1h-8LKHNIEpE=&h=710&w=528&sz=40&hl=es&start=2&sig2=E43q0nUlrXpR4BUjygKAxQ&um=1&tbnid=MqK3Q1gM42A_jM:&tbnh=140&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=Reusing&hl=es&rlz=1T4DAES_esES295ES295&sa=N&um=1&ei=_v3PSfukMMaPsAbmgY2YCA
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_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How can you give an old jelly jar a new life? Here are a few examples. Tick the ones that 

appear in your list. 
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IV. CRAFT TIME.  

 

Look at this example.  

  

Materials 

Empty tissue box 

Elastic bands 

Kitchen paper roll 

Paint 

Glue 
 

 

1 

 

 

After you have used up all the kitchen roll, keep the tube 

so you can use it to make the top of the guitar 

 

 2  

 

 

Find a tissue box and different sized elastic bands. 

 

3   

 

Glue the kitchen roll to the top of the tissue box. 

 

4  

 

Paint the tissue box red and the roll brown. 
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That is what you have to do: Design a musical instrument using things you don’t need any 

more.  

1. What instrument are you going to make? 
2. List the things you need. 
3. Describe the steps you followed in order to make it. 

 
 

You will have to present it to your class so make it all look nice!!!!!!!!! 

 

5 

 

 

Finally, place the elastic bands around the tissue box after 

the paint has dried. 

 Make sure the elastic bands go in order of size.  

Start with the thickest band and end with the thinnest. 

6   

 

Finished! Now just… 

Start playing! 

http://images.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wondercliparts.com/good_luck/graphics/good_luck_graphics_07.gif&imgrefurl=http://foros.3dgames.com.ar/lineage-2.196/418090.para-lideres-clan-o-lideres-natos-xd-sale-clan-akr0n.html&usg=__0RuPLKUQoXXBc-N_jKqk7vrwB4o=&h=300&w=300&sz=66&hl=es&start=8&sig2=hJZSl0FEZluaKB3TwaIkGw&um=1&tbnid=fX7oO1Rfukh6UM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=Luck&hl=es&rlz=1T4DAES_esES295ES295&sa=N&um=1&ei=RAbQSaWxF8yFsAay5OC8CA

