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At the end of this unit you will be able to give some advice on saving water and you 
will design a digital poster to make your friends aware of the importance of saving 
water. 
 

 

You are going to develop the communicative competence, the digital 
competence and the mathematical competence. 

 
 
O.- WHAT YOU NEED TO DO 
You need to 

1.- do all the activities in this dossier. 
 

2.- write a dictionary on the environment 
Every time you do an activity in this unit, you will probably find at least five words 
related to the environment. Write them down on your personal dictionary. We will 
design a dictionary on environment words. 
 

3.- design a digital poster to make people save water. 
 
 
 
I.- WHAT DO YOU ALREADY KNOW? 
 
1.- Words related to Water 

Go to and choose a level. Do the activities there. 
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2.- In this 
house not 
everybody is 
aware of the 
dangers of 
wasting water. 
Read the 
cartoon and 
cross out four 
things that are 
not correct to 
save water 

 
 
 
 
II.- WATER AND POPULATION 
 
1.- Watch this video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a824-
m5P56c&feature=player_embedded and write down the number of people that will 
have no access to clean water in 2050. _____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a824-m5P56c&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a824-m5P56c&feature=player_embedded
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2-a.-“It’s all one water” Look at the front page of this video. What do you think it is 

about?   
 
 
2-b.- Read part of the script. Do you still think the same? 
 

 
It has been on this planet for over three billion years, appearing and disappearing in a 
constant cycle, ever changing, always the same. 
 

 
 
2-c.- Click on the image and watch the video. Were you right? 
 
 
2-d.- Watch it again and fill in the missing words. 
 

It has been on this planet for over three billion years, appearing and 

disappearing in a constant ____________, ever changing, always the 

____________. We are here only because it is here. More precious than 

gold for without it we will ____________. And still we use it without 

thought, not knowing its source or understanding its supply. With every 

passing day it becomes more ____________, less available. Do those 

without it deserve it any less? 

We are a ____________ of it as it is a part of us. It’s all one 

____________.  

 
 
 
3-a.- Look at the graph and answer these questions: 

a.- What was the world population in 1950? _____________________________ 
b.- What will the world population be in 2050? __________________________ 
c.- How much water was there per capita in 1950? _______________________ 
d.- How much water will there be in 2050? _____________________________ 
e.- In 2050, what percentage of people will have enough clean water? _______ 
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f.- In 2050, what percentage of people will not have enough water? _________ 
 
 

 
 
 

REMEMBER!!!   

 

When talking about a prediction in the future you use WILL + VERB!!! 

                                              There will be enough water if we save it. 

In questions, “will” goes before the subject!!! 

Will we have enough water? 

 

 
 
 
3-b.- Answer this question: 
 

As population increases, what happens to water availability? Is there more or less 
water? ______________________ 
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3-c.- Why do you think that happens? Make a list. 
 

Why is the volume of clean water decreasing? 

 

1.- 

2.- 

3.- 

4.- 

5.- 

6.- 

7.- 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3-d.- Share the list with your class mates and complete your list. 
 
Is it, then, important to save water? YES!!!! Every drop of water is important!!!! 

 

  
III.- WATER CONSUMPTION AT HOME 
 
1.- We use water in many ways. Complete the pictures with some of the uses of water 
at home. At home we use it for  

 

__________________ _________________ 

_________________ 
 

________________ 
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__________________ 

_____________________ 

________________ 

 

 _________________ 

 
Other uses?  ________________________  _______________________  

________________________  _______________________ 
 

 

2.- Put the eight pictures and two of your suggestions in order according to which you think 
use the most water. 

 

Write down the three you think use the most water: 

WHAT USES MOST WATER? 

1.-  

2.- 

3.- 
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3.-How much water do you spend at home? Imagine it’s a rainy and cold Saturday 
when you happen to stay home all day. Think of the water-using activities you and the 
members of your family do.  

ACTIVITY 
Consumption 

in liters 

Number 
of people 
at home 

Number 
of times 

per 
person 

TOTAL (in 
liters) 

Baths     

Showers     

Teeth brushing     

Shaving     

Dishwasher     

Dishwashing     

Clothes washing     

Toilet flushing     

Glasses of water      

Watering plants     

...     

     

     

   TOTAL  

 

This table will help you but be careful. The measure is in gallons and not in liters! Look 
for the information you need on the Net. 

Bath: 50 gallons 

Shower: 2 gallons per minute 
Teeth brushing: 1 gallon 
Hands/face washing: 1 gallon 

Shaving: 1 gallon 
Dishwasher: 20 gallons/load 

Dishwashing by hand: 5 gallons/load 
Clothes washing (machine): : 10 gallons/load 
Toilet flush: 3 gallons 

Cleaning: 2 gallons 
Glasses of water drunk: 8 oz. per glass (1/16th of a gallon) 

Leaks: 20 gallons 
Plants watering (hose): 100 l. 
Plants watering (watering can): 25 l. 
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4.- See how many of the following questions about water use you can answer 
correctly.  

 

1. When is the most water used in our area? A. Winter/ Spring 
B. Summer/ Fall 
C. Fall/ Winter 
D. Spring/ Summer 

2. Where is the most water used?  A. Kitchen 
B. Laundry 
C. Bathroom 
D. Bedroom 

3. Which uses the most water? A. Dishwasher 
B. Washing machine 
C. Toilet 
D. Shower 

4. How much water does a new model toilet use per flush? A. 1 gallon 
B. 1.6 gallons 
C. 2.5 gallons 
D. 5 gallons 

5. How much water does the average person use per day? A. 20 gallons 
B. 40 gallons 
C. 60 gallons 
D. 80 gallons 

6. What is the most important use of water? A. Drinking 
B. Cooking 
C. Cleaning 
D. Bathing 

7. Which of the following wastes the most water outdoors? A. Water lawn 
B. Wash car 
C. Sweep driveway 
D. Mulch garden 

8. Which of the following saves the most water indoors? A. Water filter 
B. Brush teeth 
C. Short shower 
D. Flush toilet 
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IV.- TIPS FOR SAVING WATER 
 
1-a.- Look at this poster. Write an “I” on all indoor uses and an “O” on all outdoor 
uses. 

(Adapted from Be water smart) 
 
1-b.- Circle in red all the pictures where water is being wasted. 
 
1-c.- Look at one of the pictures and the text that goes with it. Answer these questions 
in pairs: 

a.- Is it a long or a short sentence? __________ 
b.- Is it a statement, and question or an order? __________ 
c.- What is the tense of the verb? How is it formed? __________ 
d.- Is the picture easy to understand? __________ 
e.- Is the picture related to the piece of advice? __________ 
 
 

REMEMBER!!!   

 

We use “the imperative” to give an order. 

Turn off the water as you brush! 
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2-a.- Read this passage about saving water in the garden.  There are four ideas that are 
repeated. Underline them. 
 

SAVING WATER IN THE GARDEN 

 
Wasting water in the garden is a seasonal problem. In winter it is not a problem because 

we do not need to water our plants because it often rains, so it isn’t such a problem. In 

summer, when it’s hot, we need to give our plants water because the weather is warm. First 

of all it is better to choose plants that don’t need a lot of water. Next, we shouldn’t use a 

hosepipe to water the garden. We should use a watering can because we will use less water. 

When it rains, we should try to collect rainwater which we can then use during dry periods 

when it doesn’t rain. Finally, last of all, when we water our plants we should water them at 

the base of the plant rather than on the leaves, as this saves water. 
(Adapted from onestopclil.com) 

 
2-b.- Write a short passage about saving water in the kitchen. You may use the text 
on saving water in the garden as a model but try not to repeat ideas. 

 

REMEMBER!!!   

 

Avoid repetition 

We should express our ideas without repeating the same information. 

 

SAVING WATER IN THE KITCHEN 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
3.- Time for a game. Go to http://www2.seattle.gov/util/waterbusters/ Help Bert the 
Salmon find areas in his friend’s house where he can save water and money and help 
the environment as well! 

What was your score? ______________________ 

 
 

http://www2.seattle.gov/util/waterbusters/
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V.- LET’S DESIGN A POSTER 
 
The school has decided to give an award to the digital poster that best conveys the 
idea that every drop of water is important to help build a more sustainable world. The 
poster will be uploaded on the school webpage to make teachers, students and 
parents aware of the importance of water saving. You and one of your classmates are 
going to design one of these posters. 
 
1.- In pairs, make a list of the ideas you want to convey. Think of: 
 a.- Why saving water is important 
 b.- How much water we spend 

c.- What will happen in the future 
d.- Ways of saving water 

 
2.- Think of how you are going to present your ideas. You may use a picture, a podcast, 
a document file or a video. Have a look at http://www.glogster.com/ to see the 
possibilities you have. 
 
3.- Design your draft poster. Ask for different opinions. Use this checklist. 

 

 YES / NO 

Is the poster interesting to read?  

Is the poster neat and tidy?  

Does the poster include the four pieces of information required?  

Is the information of an acceptable level?  

Written information: Does each paragraph in the written information 
talk about ONE idea? 

 

Written information Does the written information contain 
repetitions? 

 

Written and visual information: Are there any spelling mistakes?  

Visual information: Is the visual information relevant to the topic?  

Oral information: Is the oral information easy to understand?  

Oral information: Has the oral information been rehearsed?  

 

4.- Design your final version. 

 

http://www.glogster.com/

