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Worksheet 1 

WARM UP 

This man on the picture is Charles Bukowsky (1920-

1994). Perhaps you haven’t heard about him before, 

but he is one of the best American writers of the 20
th

 

century. His early years were not happy; his father 

was abusive and beat little Charles for the smallest 

imagined offense while his mother did nothing about 

that situation. Those experiences gave him much 

material for his writings.  

A smile to remember, the poem by Bukowsky we are 

going to work on through this lesson shows us a 

family episode that perhaps little Charles 

experienced himself…    

But first of all let’s learn some new vocabulary th at will be helpful to understand the 
heart-breaking metaphorical situation shown on the poem. Match the words with the 
pictures and its definition, and think about the li kely connection between all of them. 

FAMILY 

 

Small, usually yellow or orange fish, 
originally from China and kept as a 
pet in glass bowls. 

GOLDFISH 

 

A large window in a house, usually 
dominating the room or wall in which 
it is located, and often designed or 
placed to present a view. These 
windows are usually  stationary 
and do not open 

BOWL 

 

Parents and their children thought of 
as a group. 

PICTURE WINDOW 

 

A round container open at the top, 
used for holding liquid, keeping fruit, 
serving food, etc 
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Worsheet 2 

READING COMPREHENSION  

Read the poem carefully. It’s the original version,  so maybe you will find some words 
or expressions you have never heard or read before.  But be patient, and try to 
decipher their meaning through the context.   

Then do the exercises. They are going to help you u nderstand the text 

A smile to remember by Charles Bukowsky 

We had goldfish and they circled around and around 

in the bowl on the table near the heavy drapes 

covering the picture window and 

my mother, always smiling, wanting us all 

to be happy, told me, 'Be happy, Henry!' 

and she was right: it's better to be happy if you can, 

but my father continued to beat her and me several times a week while 

raging inside his 6-foot-two frame because he couldn't 

understand what was attacking him from within.  

My mother, poor fish, 

wanting to be happy, beaten two or three times a 

week, telling me to be happy: 'Henry, smile! 

why don't you ever smile?'  

And then she would smile, to show me how, and it was the 

saddest smile I ever saw  

One day the goldfish died, all five of them, 

they floated on the water, on their sides, their 

eyes still open, 

and when my father got home he threw them to the cat 

there on the kitchen floor and we watched as my mother 

smiled. 
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Let’s visualize the family shown in the poem: 

How many members are there in the family? Who is Henry? 

Have the family any pets? If so, what sort of pets? 

1: THE FATHER 

Note these lines: 

my father continued to beat her and me several times a week while 

raging inside his 6-foot-two frame because he couldn't 

understand what was attacking him from within.  

a) Let’s find the meaning of 6-foot-two frame 

For measuring length in every day use, the U.S. system doesn’t use the metric system (cm, m, 

km). Instead, they use the inch, foot, yard, and mile. These are the equivalences:   

1 foot = 30.48 cm   1 inch = 2.54 cm 

 According to this, 6-foot-two  (six feet two inches) equals 187.96 cm, nearly 1.88 metres.  

Frame refers to the size of build of a human body. Has H enry’s got father a large frame 

or a small one? ……………………………………….. 

b) Which words come to your mind when you read “rag ing”? 

anger – happiness – sadness – fury – violence – kindness 

c) What does Henry’s father do several times a week ? …………………………………….. 

2: THE MOTHER 

Note these lines 

My mother, poor fish, 

wanting to be happy, beaten two or three times a 

week, telling me to be happy: 'Henry, smile! 

why don't you ever smile?'  
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Now remember the warm-up exercise and the connectio n between family- house with 

a picture window and  goldfish - bowl 

a) Which words come to your mind when you read “my mother, poor fish”? 

prisoner – free – captive – victim – confined – independent – liberated 

b) What is Henry’s mother reaction against his husb and’s abuses? Underline the 

statements you agree with: 

- She rebels against his husband. 

- She accepts to be beaten. 

- She smiles and asks his child to smile too.  

- She leaves home. 

- She thinks that smiling is the way to be happy. 

2: THE SON: HENRY 

Thanks to Henry’s voice we can visualise the family  situation. He is who describes the 

room with the picture window and his parents’ behav iour. 

• What does Henry think about his parents? Use the d ictionary if you need so. 

sad – angry – passive – unhappy – resigned – acquie scent – furious – enraged   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My father is ………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………  

and my mother is …..................................... 

……………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………… 
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Worksheet 3 

GRAMMAR: PAST SIMPLE (regulars) 

Henry tells us a story, but when does it happen? Do  you think Henry is still a child 

when he explains the story, and it happens at prese nt?  

Read the first line of the poem: 

We had goldfish and they circled around and around. 

Now compare it with this version: 

We have goldfish and they circle around and around. 

Can you see the differences? One of the sentences r elates to the past, and the other 

one to the present. Which is past and which is pres ent? 

Notice:          circle (present)                    circled  (past) 

 

1: Now look for five more verbs that form the past finishing in –ed on the poem, and 
write its infinitive form, as in the example 

INFINITIVE PAST SIMPLE TENSE 

circle circled 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 



A smile to remember                        Roser de Antonio              mantonio@xtec.cat 

 

6 

 

The past simple is the most common way of talking a bout past events or states which 
have finished. It is often used with past time refe rences (e.g. yesterday, two years 
ago). A past event could be one thing that happened  in the past, or a repeated thing. 

I stopped at a zebra crossing. 

He decided to study Medicine. 

She played tennis every day in August. 

We stayed at my grandparents' house last summer. 

My grandfather died ten years ago. 

How do we form the past simple tense? Does it chang e depending on the subject? 
See, it’s very easy! 

2: But, how do you pronounce the final –ed? 

There are three kinds of pronunciation. Look at the  table below: 

/d/ /t/ /ɪd/ 

arrived /əˈraɪvd/ asked wanted 

failed crossed decided 

agreed stopped started 

When do we pronounce / ɪd/?  

Want  /w ɔnt/      decide /d ɪˈsaɪd/ 

What happens here below? 

Wanted  /w ɔntt/      decide /d ɪˈsaɪdd/ 

We need to pronounce / ɪd/ at the end, just to differentiate present from p ast: 

Wanted  /w ɔntɪd /      decide /d ɪˈsaɪdɪd / 
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Worksheet 4 

GRAMMAR: PAST SIMPLE (irregulars) 

So the poem tells something that happened in the pa st. But there are some more 
verbs on it, apart from the ones we have seen.  

You have already got one: HAD. What is its infiniti ve form? ………………………. 

• Can you find the rest of the verbs in past on the text? Underline and copy them 
below. 

 

 

 

 

As you can see,  there are verbs that don't end in -ed in the past. They are called 
irregular, as they don’t follow the –ed rule. 

But… how can we know the infinitive of an irregular  verb? How can we know if a verb 
is regular or not? 

A good dictionary will help you! 

Look up on the internet the Wordreference website ( you can also download the App 
on your mobile phone or tablet).  

To know the infinitive of an irregular verb (“had”,  for instance) go to ENGLISH 
DEFINITION and write “had” on the browser: 

 

                                                                 

According to the information you’ve got, 
what is the infinitive form of HAD? 
............................................... 

………………………………….. 
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To know if a verb is a regular one or not (“to have ”, for instance) go to ENGLISH 
DEFINITION and write “have” on the browser: 

 

 

According to the information you’ve got, 
what is the past simple form of HAVE? 
............................................... 

 

 

 

1: Now try to find the infinitive forms of all the verbs in Simple Past tense you have 
found on the poem: 

INFINITIVE PAST SIMPLE TENSE 

have had 

 told 

 was 

 could 

 beat 

 got 

 saw 

 threw 
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FINAL TASK: RECITING 

 
It’s time to enjoy poetry. Read again the poem whil e listening to this wonderful reading 
by Tom O’Bediam. It’s on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJf55V_FXfo 
 
 

 
Now you have to recite the poem. Use the text 
on worksheet 2. Assess yourself using the 
rubric below and, if you feel confident enough, 
read the poem in front of the class. If not, 
record you reading and send the file to the 
teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Self-assessment rubric 

 Rating 

Confidence: 

 

Have you practised enough?  

Do you read with conviction? 

I think so 

I need rehearsing 

Pausing and pacing Do you change your tone of voice or use a 
monotone tone all the time?            

Do you speak in a fluid continuum or with breaks 
and interruptions?                  

Is your voice audible? 

I think so 

I need rehearsing 

Pronunciation Do you pronounce the final –ed of verbs in past 
tense as practised through the lesson?   

I think so 

I need rehearsing 
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Assessment rubric (for teacher’s use) 

 

  
ADVANCED  
5 pts 

INTERMEDIATE 
3 pts 

NOVICE 

1 pt 

Preparation The student is well prepared and 

it is obvious that he/she 

rehearsed the poem thoroughly. 

The student is well prepared but the 

recitation of the poem requires a few 

more rehearsals. 

The student is not well prepared and 

would benefit from many more 

rehearsals. 

Pausing and 

pacing 
The student uses pauses and 

pace effectively to communicate 

meaning and enhance dramatic 

impact of the poem 

- Pauses and pacing were not 

effective in improving meaning and 

dramatic effect. 

- Pauses at the end of lines rather 

than at punctuation marks  

 

- Pauses were not intentionally used. 

- Delivery is either too quick or too 

slow 

 

Clarity and 

expression  
- The student recites clearly and 

with an appropriated and varied 

pitch. 

- He recites loudly enough for all 

to hear.  

 

 

- The student recites clearly but is, at 

times, too quiet or monotonous. 

 

- The student does not speak clearly 

and mispronounce words. 

- He is inaudible. 

- The reciting is monotonous. 

Pronunciation All or most words are pronounced 

correctly, with sensitivity to final 

–ed in past tenses of regular 

verbs 

-Words are recognizable.  

- Some attempt at pronouncing 

correctly the final –ed in past tenses 

of regular verbs has been made. 

Numerous errors cause the reading to 

be unintelligible in places. 


