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In this activity you are going to learn to say thank you and hello in more than five 
languages and you will explain why learning languages is important. 

 
 

THINK ABOUT IT! 

 

How many languages can you speak? How many languages can you understand? 

Is it important to learn another language? Why? 

 

 

MORE FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 

Watch the video called “Learn another language” and enjoy it.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyJDeF2RHMw 

A. Answer these questions 
 

a. Which animals can you see? 

b. What is the cat doing? 

c. What is the fish doing? 

d. Can the cat speak? 

e. Can the fish speak? 

f. Why does the cat go away? 
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B. Read these words. How do we say them in Catalan? Look up their meaning in a 
dictionary if you don’t know it. 

meow  frighten  

swim  bark  

hungry  fish bowl  

 

C.- Complete the following text with the words above. 

The fish is ______ing in the __________. The cat is ______ and wants to eat the fish. 

The cat cannot speak, but it can _____. The fish cannot speak but he wants to survive. 

It has learnt another language. He has learned to ________ as a dog. He barks because 

he wants to _________ the cat. The cat thinks the fish is a dog and goes away. 

 

D.- Share and discuss the answers with your partner. 

 

IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING LANGUAGES 

 

Is it important to speak languages? Make a list of 5 reasons why learning a language is 
important. 
 

Reasons why it is important to learn a language 

1.- To get a better job 

2.- 

3.- 

4.- 

5.- 

6.- 

7.- 

8.- 

9.- 

10.- 

 
Compare your answers with your group. Add other reasons and make a poster to 
decorate the classroom. 
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COMPARE LANGUAGES 

 

Languages have taken words from other languages and other cultures. There are no 
pure languages. Study these words.  

A.- Use dictionaries to complete this table. You can use the paper dictionaries or the 

digital dictionaries http://www.wordreference.com or http://www.woxikon.es/. 

English Catalan Spanish French Italian German 

meow miolar maullar miauler miagolare miauen 

bark      

speak      

fish bowl      

 
B.- Underline the part of the word that is similar to the others. Use different colours. 
 
C.- Analyse the results. What are the similar words? Are they the same in all the 
languages? What does that tell us about these languages? 
 
D.- Compare your answers with your group. 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH 

 

A.- Catalan has taken words from English. Go home and collect all pieces of paper 
where an English word is written. Take all these pieces to school and make a huge 
collage with all of them. 

 

   
 

http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.woxikon.es/


© Grup de treball “Mirrors”   Irun, Permanyer, Soler. 

 
B.- English has also borrowed a lot of words from other languages. These are words 
from other languages that have been adapted to English. Can you guess what they 
mean? 
 

OTHER LANGUAGES ENGLISH 
Aisukuriimu (Japanese)  

Golfista (Italian)  

Booking Kontor (Danish)  

Computadora (Spanish)  

Waina (Hawaiian)  

Al kohl (Arabian)  

Robota (Czech)  

Balcone (Italian)  

Te (Chinese)  

Kocsi (Hungarian)  

Tekhne (Greek)  

 
C.- Now see if you can guess where these English words come from. 
 

ENGLISH WORD COMES FROM  
Tattoo  

Kangaroo  

Shampoo  

Sauna  

Kiosk  

 
 
D.- Compare your answers with your group. 
 
 
 

LEARNING A WORD IN MANY LANGUAGES 

There are more than 6,000 languages in the world. Asia and Africa are the continents 
with the largest number of languages and, at the same time, the ones with the largest 
number of languages in danger of extinction. The countries with the largest number of 
languages spoken are Papua/Nova Guinea (847), Indonesia (655), Nigeria (376), India 
(309), Australia (261), Mexico (230), Cameroon (201), Brazil (185), Zaire (158) and 
Philippines (153). 

We are going to study the languages in Europe. This is what you need to do: 
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1. Find out how many languages are spoken in Europe. This webpage can help 
you: 
http://www10.gencat.net/casa_llengues/AppJava/ca/diversitat/diversitat/lleng
ues_europa.jsp 
 

2. Write down the name of the countries and the capital city in the map. 
 

 
 
 
 

3. Design a table with the name of the country and the languages spoken there.  
 

Country Languages spoken there 
Spain Spanish 

Catalan 

etc 

http://www10.gencat.net/casa_llengues/AppJava/ca/diversitat/diversitat/llengues_europa.jsp
http://www10.gencat.net/casa_llengues/AppJava/ca/diversitat/diversitat/llengues_europa.jsp
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France  

etc  

 
 

4. All languages in the world have a word for “saying thank you” and a word for 
“saying hello”. Design a table with the languages and the way they say “thank 
you” and “hello”. These pages can help you. 
http://users.elite.net/runner/jennifers/thankyou.htm#S 
http://users.elite.net/runner/jennifers/Greetings%20S.htm 
 

Languages spoken  Thank you Hello 
Spanish Gracias Hola 

Catalan Gràcies Hola 

etc   

 
 

5. Learn at least 5 ways of saying “thank you” and 5 ways of saying “hello” in 
languages you did not know before. Test your partner and your partner will test 
you. Say a word and your partner will guess which language it is.  

 
 

HOW WELL YOU HAVE DONE 

 

1.- Have you done all the activities? 
 

 

2.- Have you contributed to the poster? 
 

 

3.- Can you give at least five reasons why learning foreign languages is 
important?  

 

4.- Can you say “hello” in more than 5 new languages? 
 

 

5.- Can you say “thank you” in more than 5 new languages? 
 

 

6.- Can you say at least five English words that come from other 
languages? 

 

7.- Have you shared the answers to the activities in your group? 
 

 

8.- Have you helped your group or your partner to look for information, 
to find the answers to the activities, to test vocabulary, etc? 

 

 

http://users.elite.net/runner/jennifers/thankyou.htm#S
http://users.elite.net/runner/jennifers/Greetings%20S.htm

