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A. Famous people

Aim:  At the end of this section you will be able (competent) to understand 
some events in the life of some famous people.

1. Those are extracts of biographies of famous people. Read them and match 
them with their names:

A. ____________ moved to Paris in 1900. It was difficult for him to make a 
living. In 1911, he was questioned by the police for stealing the Mona Lisa. In 
the summer of 1918, __________  married ballerina Olga Khokhlova. She 
introduced him to the rich people of Paris in the 1920s. He became a celebrity 
and a respected artist. (Picasso)

B. ___________ was born in Madrid in 1974 to a hairdresser mother and 
motor mechanic father. She wanted to be a dancer as a child and studied 
classical ballet for nine years. Her younger sister Monica is a famous Spanish 
dancer. However, when Cruz was 15, she decided to get into acting after 
beating 300 other hopefuls at a talent agency audition. (Cruz)

C. In October 2004 ______ made his official debut for the first team against 
RCD Espanyol, becoming the third-youngest player to ever play for FC 
Barcelona. When he scored his first senior goal for the club against Albacete 
Balompié on May 1, 2005, Messi was only 17 years, 10 months and 7 days 
old, making him the second youngest player ever to score a league goal for FC 
Barcelona along with the legendary Paulino Alcántara.

D. ____________  was born in Hawaii in 1961 to a black Kenyan father and 
white American mother. His parents divorced and his mother married an 
Indonesian man. Barack’s family moved to Indonesia in 1967. He attended 
schools in Jakarta until he was ten years old, when he returned to Hawaii. 
___________ majored in political science and international relations at 
Columbia University in New York.

__  Barck Obama    __  Penélope Cruz  ___ Pablo Picasso   ___ Lionel Messi

Which 4 words helped you the most?
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2. This is the complete biography of Barack Obama. Put the 
paragraphs in order.

A._____ Obama was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2004. He became the fifth 
African-American Senator in U.S. history. He supported legislation on 
conservation, energy, immigration and honest leadership. In November 2008, 
he defeated John McCain in a very hard-fought battle. Obama is currently 
battling with serious issues such as the economy, the global credit crisis and 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

B. _____ Barack Obama was born in Hawaii in 1961 to a black Kenyan 
father and white American mother. His parents divorced and his mother 
married an Indonesian man. Barack’s family moved to Indonesia in 1967. He 
attended schools in Jakarta until he was ten years old, when he returned to 
Hawaii. Obama majored in political science and international relations at 
Columbia University in New York.

C. _____After four years in New York, Barack Obama moved to Chicago. 
There, he worked as the director of a community project from 1985 to 1988. 
He entered Harvard Law School and became the first black president of the 
Harvard Law Review. Obama taught law at the University of Chicago Law 
School for twelve years. He became an Illinois Senator in 1996.

D. ______Barack Obama is the 44th President of the United States of 
America. The Senator for Illinois made history on November 4 when he won 
the presidential election. He is the first African American to win the race for 
the White House. Obama’s charisma, intelligence, and powerful speeches have 
made him extremely popular with many Americans. He has been very 
successful with his message for change.

What helped you to know the correct order?
_______________________________________________________________

Which is the order of a biography? How are facts in the life of the person 
ordered?
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

There are four paragraphs in this biography. Which are the main ideas in each 
one?

Paragraph 1: ____________________________________________________

Paragraph 2: ____________________________________________________
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Paragraph 3: ____________________________________________________

Paragraph 4: ___________________________________________________

3. Underline the following words in Lionel Messi’s biography: 

millor  ____ marcar ____  successor _____ en l’actualitat  ____  davanter 

Lionel Andrés Messi (born 24 June 1987 in Rosario, Argentina) is an 
Argentine football player, who currently plays as a second striker for FC 
Barcelona. He is often touted in the media as the new "Diego Maradona" and 
is regarded by many as the world's best young player. Messi has been publicly 
named as "Maradona's successor" by Diego Maradona himself.

In October 2004 Messi made his official debut for the first team against RCD 
Espanyol, becoming the third-youngest player to ever play for FC Barcelona. 
When he scored his first senior goal for the club against Albacete Balompié on 
May 1, 2005, Messi was only 17 years, 10 months and 7 days old, making him 
the second youngest player ever to score a league goal for FC Barcelona along 
with the legendary Paulino Alcántara.

On August 4, José Pekerman called him up to the senior Argentine national 
team. He made his debut against Hungary. However, he only played for three 
minutes of the game, being shown a red card, forcing him to leave the field in 
his first attempt on goal. He left the pitch in tears. Messi famously 
acknowledged his shortened initiation in international football before 
Argentina's next match against Paraguay saying "This is a re-debut, The first 
one was a bit short."

There are three paragraphs in this biography. Which are the main ideas in each 
one?

Paragraph 1: __________________________________________________

Paragraph 2: __________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: __________________________________________________

4. Write a fourth paragraph about Messi. Look for information about the life of 
Messi during these last years.
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B. Pablo Picasso

Aim:  At the end of this section you will be able (competent) to write Picasso’s 
biography.

Go to http://www.famouspeoplelessons.com/p/pablo_picasso.mp3

1.  Listen to the biography of Pablo Picasso and hold up your 
hand when you recognise the following words: 

famous,  painter,  was born, aged,   married,  became a celebrity,  death

2. Listen to the biography of Pablo Picasso again and write down 4 things which 
happened in his life. You can write this in your own language. 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

3. Read the following questions and make sure you understand them. Listen to 
Picasso’s biography again and write the answers to the following questions. 

a. When was he born? 

b. What did he do (what was his job)?

c. What is the name of his famous work?

d. What was his father’s job?

e. When he was 16, where did he go to study arts?

f. Where did he go when he was 20?

g. Who did he marry?

h. Did he become a celebrity in Paris?

i. He became famous for his anti-war views. What painting shows this?
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4. In pairs, review the answers to exercises 2 and 3 and write Picasso’s 
biography. You have one paragraph in exercise A.1   

REMEMBER:  

• Write four paragraphs. One paragraph, one idea.
• Write simple sentences using the structure S-V-O
• Use the simple past tense

• Use appropiate vocabulary: to be born, grow up, study, go to university, get 
married, get divorced, work, have children, become a celebrity, to die...

5. Swap your text with your pair and check if there are any mistakes. When you 
finish, give the text back to your friends. The following questions can help you:

a. Are the paragraphs well organised?

b. Have all the sentences got a subject?

c. Is the simple past tense used correctly?

d. Are the following words used: born, lived, painter, marry, died....?
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C. PROJECT

Project : Popular people!!

Aim:  At the end of this section you will be able (competent) to explain some 
events in the life of some famous people to the rest of the class

You have three weeks to complete a project about a popular person: singer, football 
player, politician, actor, actress, etc.

You can work in pairs and follow these steps:

1. Look for information about:

his/her birth, family, work, famous works, important dates, family details, etc.

2. Select the information and edit it (you cannot copy the text from other 
sources)

3. Find some pictures to illustrate your project

4. Display your information on a powerpoint, poster or video. This will 
help you

5. Explain your project to the rest of the class, IN ENGLISH!. You will 
have 5-10 minutes to do it. You will be able to use the material you have 
prepared for your oral presentation, but you will not be allowed to READ from 
your PAPERS.

REMEMBER!!

• to rehearse and listen to yourself before the presentation

• Check the pronunciation of some words

• Speak clearly and make sure everybody can hear you!

• Use varied vocabulary, do not repeat words!

• You know what you are talking about, do not learn it by heart!!

• Breathe deeply when you feel nervous, do not go too fast!

• Show enthusiasm

• Interact with the audience, you do not want them to get bored!
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