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Summary

Wilfrid lives next to a retirement home filled with folks like "Mrs. Jordan who  

played the organ" and “Mr. Hosking, who told him scary stories”. But his  

favourite old person is 96-year-old Miss Nancy. Everyone says Miss Nancy 

has lost her memory. Wilfrid doesn’t even know what a memory is, but, by  

accident, he helps Miss Nancy find it. 

I. Listening and speaking
1. Go to  http://www.storylineonline.net. Look for the story “Wilfrid Gordon 

McDonald partridge"  about remembering memories.  Read the summary and 

listen to the story  carefully.

2. What is the main idea of this story? Comment on it with your partners 

and your teacher. Why do people forget things? Do you know anybody with this 

problem?

3. What is Wilfrid like? Think about it and then write a list of adjectives that 

describe Wilfrid: 

_____________   ___________   ___________     ____________ 

_____________
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Aim: at the end of this task you will be able to explain a story of your childhood 
to the rest of the class. 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.storylineonline.net/


4. Have you ever had something happened in your life that was so fantastic 

that   you wanted to remember it forever? Explain it. 

5. Listen to your teacher talking about a very important object for her. Now, 

think of an object that reminds you of your earlier childhood. Sit in trees, your 

partners have to guess which object you are thinking about. They are going to 

ask questions. You can only answer yes or no. 

   Ex.

- Is it big?

- Is it an animal? 

- Has it got legs?

- Was it a personal object?

- Was it a present?
 
When they guess It, tell them why this object is significant for you

II. Speaking and creating 
 

1. Story telling. Sit in pairs and remember the story about remembering 

memories. Answer these questions:

a. What was it about? How does it begin?

b. What was the name of the main character?

c. Who lived next to his house?

d. Who was his favourite old person?

e. What was her problem? How does the story finish?

2. You are going to create a story about something that happened to you when 

you were a child. Below there is some language to help you: (brainstorming)

3. Use the Internet to look for the past tense of the irregular verbs you need:
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Vocabulary: parents, friends, trips, toys, river, tales, dolls, cars, coach, ball.....

Sentence structure:  Subject-Verb-Object     I went to Barcelona

Verb tense: past continuous - simple past   My parents were watching TV.

Paragraph structure: connectors: first, then, later, some days later, afterwords,  
finally,

Sentence structure: beginning – middle - end



III. Speaking and evaluating

1. Explain your story to the others. You can use photographs to help you. 

While you speak, REMEMBER !:

1. Listen to your partners stories and evaluate them.  

Would you like to make any suggestion to any of your classmates? Tell them!
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BEFORE: 

Rehearse as many times as possible: 

record your voice and listen to it, 

watch yourself in the mirror, etc.

rehearse with a partner,

     Use the chart to evaluate you

DURING: 
a. Make your speech interesting.

b. Be accurate, use simple sentences with correct structure.

c. Use varied vocabulary, try not to repeat expressions

d. Pronounce correctly; try to give the correct intonation

e. Speak clearly: do not speak too quietly or too fast; don’t hesitate too much

      AFTER: 
a. Listen to your classmates’ evaluation. 

b. Compare it  with your own evaluation  b



2. Fill in this grid to evaluate how your partners explain their story (from 1 –not 

much- to 5 –definitely-)

St 1 St 2 St 3 St 4 St 5 St 6

Content
Has he written about something 

interesting, sensible?
Accuracy
Is the structure of the sentence 

correct (subject-verb-

complement)?

Are the verbs in the past tense?

Do subjects and verb agree?

Is pronunciation and intonation 

understandable?
Vocabulary
Is the vocabulary varied and 

suitable to the story?
Fluency
Did he/she speak clearly: not 

too quietly or too fast? 

Did he/she tell the story without 

stopping?

Did he/she show enthusiasm?
The story
Does it have beginning, middle 

and end?

Is it organised in paragraphs?

IV: Doing some research

Old people use to forget things. Why does it happen? How can we help them? Do 
some research on this questions and prepare an explanation for the rest of the 
class.  You can begin with these sites:
http://www.athealth.com/consumer/disorders/forgetfulness.html

http://www.scotthyoung.com/blog/2007/05/19/seven-tricks-to-stop-forgetfulness/
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http://www.scotthyoung.com/blog/2007/05/19/seven-tricks-to-stop-forgetfulness/
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	      AFTER: 
	a. Listen to your classmates’ evaluation. 
	b. Compare it  with your own evaluation  b

