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English is not only spoken in Britain or in America, although people
ususally refer to British and American English.
In this Unit we will learn why English is so widespread and in which
countries English is spoken as a native or as an official language.
First of all, we will create together a big poster with the flags of the
countries where English is spoken. Get your flag and join your classmates with flags of
the same continent. Talk among yourselves about which country you have and what
other languages, besides English, are spoken there. Then find the country on the
worldmap and stick it on the poster.

Here you can find some visual help:
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English Speaking Countries
in North America

English Speaking Countries
in Central America and the Caribbean

English Speaking Countries
in Europe
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English Speaking
countries in Africa

English Speaking
Countries
in Asia and the
Middle East

English
Speaking
Countries
in Oceania
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Now let‘s discuss together:
WHY DO YOU THINK ENGLISH IS SPOKEN IN SO MANY COUNTRIES
AROUND THE WORLD?
Discuss in groups and take some notes. Choose one “speaker“ who will tell your results
to the class.
Write your team conclusions here: ....................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................
Here are some useful expressions to give your opinion, use some of them!

In our point of view ...
We believe that, ...
We have come to the conclusion that, ...
We would say that...
It seems to us that ...
One reason is that...
We are convinced that...

You will watch a funny video to give yourself an idea of what happened
during the British colonisation.
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Before reading the text, in groups of four, think about the meaning of the
following words. It might help you to think where the word comes from in your own
language. Then we will write the definition together.

dominion

____________________________________________

colony

_____________________________________________

protectorate _____________________________________________
mandate

_____________________________________________

territory

_____________________________________________________

Did you notice that the words are very similar to Spanish and Catalan
words. They have the same Latin origin! Why do you think they have a
Latin origin?

The British Empire was formed by the
colonies,
protectorates,
dominions,
mandates, and other territories, mandates,
and other territories ruled or administered
by the United Kingdom, that had
originated with the overseas colonies and
trading posts established by England in the
late 16th and early 17th centuries. At its
height it was the largest empire in
history and, for over a century, was the foremost global power. By 1922, the British
Empire held sway over a population of about 458 million people, one-quarter of the
world's population, and covered more than 33,670,000 km2: approximately a quarter
of the Earth's total land area. As a result, the British language and the technology was
spread around the world. It was often said that "the sun never sets on the British
Empire", this means that the sun was always shining on at least one of its numerous
territories.
5
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Complete the crossword with words that appear in the reading above.
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Imagine you have earned a big amount of money and you can travel
wherever you want to. In groups of two, choose one English speaking country and say
what you will see, eat, visit, etc., and what you won’t do, if you go there.

Let’s create a Glog!
Glogster is an exciting social networking site that allows you to create your own
posters. In the following page, you can find an example of what a Glog is. Make your
own Glog by following these simple steps:

1. Go to www.glogster.com and register.
2. The first screen you will see is your dashboard. Click on the "Create a new
Glog" button.
3. Select "Wall" from the toolbar that is on top of your Glog to the left.
4. You can choose from different backgrounds and images provided. You can
upload your own pictures, music and video clips to use too.
5. Add graphics or animated images to your Glog by selecting the button on the
toolbar. Just drag and drop them wherever you want.
6. Add text by selecting the button on your magnet toolbar. This will open a box
allowing you to choose a text frame.
7. You can also add video and sound in the same way as the other features (ex:
youtube).
8. Once you have finished with your Glog, select the save and publish button and
copy the address.
9. Then go to the wiki page your teacher will tell you. Click on join and add your
data.

In two weeks time you will present your Glog in class. In this activity, the content and
the presentation will be assessed.
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Example of Glog
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Henry VIII the king who started British colonisation
Now listen to this song

Write in order the names of his 6 wives and what happened with them.
1) ..........................................................
................................................................
2) .........................................................
...............................................................
3) .........................................................
...............................................................
4) ..........................................................
................................................................
5) ...........................................................
.................................................................
6) .............................................................
..................................................................

Let’s do a jigsaw reading to learn something about his life. Get together
in groups of 5. Each member of the group will receive one piece of paper. Join the other
members of the groups who have the same paper as you. Read them together and think
about how you would explain the content to your classmates. Now, go with your group
again and tell them what it says there. Then, work together to understand the whole text
and answer the questions on page 10.

9
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Answer the following questions about the text you have read:
1. Who was Henry VIII’s father?
Edward IV
Richard III
Henry VII
2. When did Henry VIII come to the throne?
In 1507
In 1508
In 1509
3. Why did Henry’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon fail?
Because she couldn’t provide him with male heirs.
Because Henry didn’t love her.
Because she cheated on him.
4. How did Henry’s marriage problems linked to the break from Catholicism?
The Pope said that Henry had never officially married Catherine, so they
couldn’t divorce.
The Pope refused to grant Henry a divorce, so he declared himself the Head of
the Church.
The Pope said Henry was not a good Catholic and Henry decided to split from
Catholicism.
5. Apart from his divorce, how did Henry benefit from his break from Catholicism?
He could say the Pope whatever he wanted to.
Henry had complete control over all aspects of England.
Henry ordered the dissolution of the monasteries and stole their money.
6. What was the most important thing for the future Empire which was achieved
during Henry VIII’s period?
The birth of the English naval power.
That Henry married six times.
That Henry won several wars.
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Now we will learn about Elisabeth I, who made the British Empire
grow.
Listen to the interview with the Queen and answer the questions.
Talk about it in your group.
Answer the questions:

What’s Elizabeth’s father’s name?
............................................................................
Did their parents get divorced?
............................................................................
How many siblings did Elizabeth have?
She had one half-brother.
She had one half-brother and one half-sister.
She had two sisters.

Was she born in a hospital?
...........................................................................
In which year did she become Queen?
In 1559
In 1569
In 1579

What was she famous for?
For being the first Queen of England
For being the Queen of England and wanting to build a colony
For being the daughter of Anne Boleyn

How old was she when she died?
.............................................................................
11
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Why was the British Empire the largest in history?
Let’s do a running dictation on naval technology!
General rules: Organize yourselves in groups of 4. Each one of you will be one
number from 1 to 4. To start with, number 1 will be the reader and number 2 will be the
writer. So the number 1 of each team will have to run to a text, read it and memorize as
much as possible. Then, number 1 will run back to his/her team and dictate the text to
the writer in his/her group. The teacher will tell you when you have to change your
roles, so number 2 will be the reader and number 3 the writer, and so on. The group that
finishes writing their text first wins.
So, three, two, one... go!
Below you can find some space to write your final dictation:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________
Now let’s talk about why the British Empire was larger
than the Spanish and the Portuguese ones.
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Let’s play!

Ships:

Road Trip Battleships

Aircraft carrier (5 blocks)
Battleship (4 blocks)

How to play:

Cruiser (3 blocks)
1. Place all of your ships on the grid according to its size
(ex. Patrol boat is 2 blocks).
Patrol Boat (2 blocks)
Don’t let your enemy see your ships!
2. Take turns and fire at your enemy by saying the
Submarine (3 blocks)
coordinates where you think the ships of your enemy
are (ex. A3).
3. Mark your shots as “hit” (X) or “miss” (dot) according
to your enemy’s reply.
4. When your enemy fires at you, say “hit” or “miss” and mark your hit ships with
an X when they are hit.
5. When your ship is sunk you must say “You sunk my (name of the ship)”
6. The first person to sink all of their enemy’s ships wins!
My Ships

1

2

3

4

5

6

Enemy Ships
7
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9

1

10

A

A

B

B

C

C

D

D

E

E

F

F

G

G

H

H

I

I

J

J
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Put the dates of the British conquests in order:
Attention! You have to separate the words!

1704 Marlborough wins the battle of Blenheim; Gibraltar captured
1707 - The Act of Union unites the kingdoms of England and Scotland
1710 British capture French Acadia (becomes Nova Scotia)
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
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Write your own timeline with significant dates in your life, talk about it
with your partner. Each student has to tell the rest of the class something
about his/her partner.

My first
daughter was
born in 1991!

╓
║
╠
║
║
╠
║
║
║
╠
║
╙

____________________________
____________________________
_____________________________

_____________________________
_____________________________

15
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Conquering other countries or continents brought new raw materials to
Britain. What did they obtain from the different parts, besides new land?
What was it about these regions that made them important to Great Britain?
Match the Territory with the raw materials:

Nova Scotia

grains

New England

spices

Mid-Atlantic Colonies

sugar

South America

tall pines

Caribbean

dried fish

India

tobacco + cotton

Australia

gold

Find infomation about the Battle of the Nile/ Admiral Nelson
Here you have some useful webs:
http://militaryhistory.about.com/od/navalbattles1800s/p/nile.htm
http://www.eddiemcguire.com/battle_nile.htm
http://www.napoleonguide.com/battle_nile.htm
The Battle of the Nile
When did it take place:
Where did it happened:
Who did fight:
How did it finish:
16
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Admiral Nelson
Horatio Nelson was born in Norfolk, Britain,
on the 29th of September 1758 . He was an
Englishman famous for his service in the
Royal Navy, particularly during the
Napoleonic Wars. He won several battles. In
the battle of Corsica he lost one eye and in the
Battle of Santa Cruz de Tenerife he was
wounded loosing his right arm. He had a love
affair with Lady Hammilton, while both were
married. He died in in 1805 during the Battle
of Trafalgar against the Spanish Navy. Since
then he became a hero in Britain and the
Nelson’s Column can be found in Trafalgar
Square in London.

Now write as in the model a short text
about the Spanish conqueror Christopher Columbus:
Stick a picture here
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

17

M. Calero & A. Hidalgo, 2010

The sun never sets on the British Empire

What do you know about Pocahontas?
Talk with your partner and write your conclusions.
Is the story of Pocahontas real or fiction? .......................................
Where did Pocahontas live? .............................................................
Was Pocahontas her real name? .......................................................
How old was she when she met John Smith? ................................
What country did John Smith the conqueror come from? .....................
Was Pocahontas an Indian Princess? .................................................
Why was John Smith captured by Powhatan, the chief of the tribes in the
area? ....................................................................................................
Why didn’t they kill him? ..................................................................
Why did John Smith have to return home? ..........................................
Who did Pocahontas marry? ................................................................
Who did Pocahontas meet in England? ................................................
Where did Pocahontas die? ...................................................................
Let’s talk about your answers!
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John Smith's Letter to the Queen about Pocahontas:
Before reading everybody gets a sheet of paper with one of the underlined
words and has to look for the meaning in the dictionary. When we read
aloud and one word is not understood the responsible student will explain
that word to the whole class.

To her Majesty Queen Anne!
So it is, that some ten years ago
being in Virginia, and taken prisoner
by the power of Powhatan their
chief King, I received from this
great Salvage exceeding great
courtesy, especially from his son
Nantaquaus, the most manliest,
comeliest, boldest spirit, I ever saw
in a Salvage, and his sister
Pocahontas, most dear and
well-beloved daughter. She was
only 12 or 13 years old at the time.
I respect Pocahontas because of her
compassion, because she saved my
life. After some six weeks at the
minute of my execution, she
hazarded the beating out of her
own brains to save mine. Pocahontas
then prevailed with her father so
that I was escorted back to Jamestown where the surviving colonists
were fed by "the savages. Such was
the weakness of this poor commonwealth, as had the salvages not fed
us, we directly had starved. And this
relief, most gracious Queen, was
commonly brought us by this
Lady Pocahontas.

John Smith
19
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Describe what you see in the pictures:

.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................
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Let‘s create a Mindmap, saying what the Indians can do, will
do and might do to avoid the British settlement. Print it and
stick it here.

21

M. Calero & A. Hidalgo, 2010

The sun never sets on the British Empire

A) Imagine you are the Queen and Admiral Nelson. Queen Elisabeth
wants to conquer another continent. She calls him to her palace.
B) Imagine you are Admiral Nelson and one of his soldiers. Nelson
wants to conquer more and more countries and is never satisfied. The
soldier is tired and wants to go back home.
C) Imagine you are the Chief of an indian tribe and Nelson arrives with
his men to your territory. The Chief wants to keep his land, 20
families live there.
Choose one of these situations, work with you partner, take notes
and practise dialogues to play your roles in front of the class.

Useful vocabulary:
Most gracious Queen!

I want to conquer the whole world!

Don’t kill us!
Go to your ship and bring me gold and diamonds!
Please let my tribe live in peace.
We are tired, we can’t fight anymore.
Where do you want me to go this time?

Please, let‘s return to England.

You have to go now, we want to build our houses here!
Of course my Majesty, I will start immediately!
Nobody will go home, you must fight!
No way, the Queen has said she wants more!
Don’t you see there are women and children here? We want to see our families!
22
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In the year 1770 Captain Cook discovered the continent of Australia, a big
island in the Pacific Ocean. The land was full of strange unusual creatures the
English had never seen before, aborigines, Koalas and cangaroos.
The English in those days had the richest and more powerful Empire in the world. The
English rich people owned everything and the poor people nearly owned nothing. As
they considered that the poor people were responsible for the diseases in Britain and
that they were all thieves, they decided to put them into prison. The prisons became
fuller and fulelr.
So they decided to bring
them to another place and in
1788 eleven British ships
brought 759 convicts to the
new land that captain Cook
had said was empty. There
they found those strange
inhabitants, the aborigines.
They didn’t understand their
language and were afraid so
they simply killed them.
At first the convict lived in a
very miserable way and the
English continued bringing many prisoners. For the next 60 years over 160.000
prisoners were brought to this island. English colony started to spread over the whole
island.
Tweny per cent of the convicts were women who worked in female factories, the textile
factories. Governor Philip founded a system of jobs in which people, whatever their
crime, were employed according to their skills – brick makers, carpenters, nurses,
servants, shepherds and farmers. Educated convicts had easier works of administration.
As women convicts were useful as wifes and mothers they got free when they married a
British man. They also used the habilities of the convicts to construct bridges, roads,
courthouses and hospitals.
In 1851 gold was discovered and people from all over the world came to Autralia. The
British created an immigrant restriction and allowed only white people to come, because
the white were the first who discovered Australia.
Now we will watch the video with images of Australia and a real
witness of a British convict deported to Australia
23
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You are the Governor of New South Wales and you are in charge of the
Colony and therefore are able to pardon convicts. You decide to pardon three carefully
selected convicts to assist you in the work of the new colony. Who will you pardon and
why?
You need convicts with skills in:
Helping to build houses in the new Colony.
Helping to run the new Government.
Helping to improve farms and gardens.

Here is a list of ten convicts. Firstly, write the name of the job each one of the convicts
work as next to the skills involved:
Brickmaker

Carpenter

Tailor

Labourer

Farmer

Chimney
Sweep

Baker

Cleaner

Typist

Salesman

Skills

Job

I build and fix the wooden parts of houses
I am skilled at writing letters very fast by using a typewriter.
I am skilled at working with animals and plants
I walk around the streets selling goods to people
I can make bread, pastries and cakes.
I am young and small. I climb down chimneys to clean them out.
I am a male. I have no training but I am strong and hard working. I
like to work outside.
I do jobs of housework like cleaning, dusting, sweeping,washing
and making beds.
I make and repair clothes for people.
I dig up clay and make it into blocks for building.

24
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Now, decide which worker you would pardon and why. Write it down in
the following lines.
My three choices are:
1. ___________________________ because _________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________ because___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________ because __________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
In groups of four, discuss who you would let out of jail and why. You have to reach an
agreement and choose only three prisoners. When you are done, choose a speaker to tell
the rest of the class about your decision.
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We have seen how widespread the English language is around the world
and why. We also know that the English language is used to communicate
around the world and is used for communication in the public sphere.
Politicians speak English among themselves as well as journalists,
sportsmen and famous actors and singers and scientists. English is used in
the media as television, cinema, radio, newspapers, magazines and the
internet, computer games, music, etc. Although in many countries the films
are dubbed, English still is the “language of the Media”. But English is
important also for business as companies all over the world communicate
in English.

We have chosen a very famous song, but we know it is not the most modern one. Don’t
worry, you will let us know your favourite song and we will sing some of them
together!
Let’s listen to an original song, Blowing in the Wind from Bob Dylan.
You will receive some sheets of paper with words that appear in the song and
other words as distracters. In groups choose which words you have recognized that
appear in the song. Each word counts as one point, each wrong word takes away one
point. Which group will get more points?!?!
26
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Now we will analyse the lyrics of the song. Form groups of 5 and
discuss. What does Bob Dylan say is going wrong in the world. Do you agree? What
must be changed? Get ideas and share them with your classmates.

How many roads must a man walk down
before you call him a man?
How many seas must a white dove sail
before she sleeps in the sand?
How many times must the cannon balls fly
before they're forever banned?
The answer, my friend, is blowing in the wind,
the answer is blowing in the wind.
How many years can a mountain exist
before it's washed to the sea?
How many years can some people exist
before they're allowed to be free?
How many times can a man turn his head,
pretending he just doesn't see?
The answer, my friend, is blowing in the wind,
The answer is blowing in the wind.
How many times must a man look up
before he can see the sky?
How many ears must one man have
before he can hear people cry?
How many deaths will it take till he knows
that too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowing in the wind,
the answer is blowing in the wind.
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Write your team conclusions here:
Choose one “speaker“ who will tell your results to the class.

What does Bob Dylan think must
change in our world?

What does your team think?

Now it is your turn to compose your own verses. At home in the same
groups of 5, compose three of your own verses with the structure of the original song:
How many ........... must ..........
before.......................................
Make sure that it fits more or less in the melody.
We will create a Wiki (a common webpage) where each group has to write their verses.

Here are the technical instructions:
Go to this this wiki page your teacher will tell you.
Now click on EDIT.
Add your composed verses.
Important: write under the verses the names of the members of your group.
Then click on “SAVE (GUARDAR)”
ATTENTION! Whatever you write in the Wiki will be seen by everybody. Take
care not do delete what others have written. Only save when you are sure! The
teacher can see the historial, who did what and when!

28

M. Calero & A. Hidalgo, 2010

The sun never sets on the British Empire

PRESENTATION OF YOUR GLOGS
Let’s share all your Glogs with your classmates!
Today, you will have to present orally the Glogs you made about your favourite English
speaking countries. You will have to show what you have learnt and to try to convince
your classmates that your country is the best one. You will have to explain lots of
interesting things about the country you chose!

You will use the following grid to evaluate the exosition of your classmates:
Name of the Glog:

Very good

Good

Not bad

Content
Language used
Attractiveness
Resources used (video, images, voice...)
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Write about the British Empire and the English speaking countries. In the
writing the following questions must be answered, but write a complete text:
•
•
•
•
•

When did the British colonise the world?
Why was the British Empire the largest one?
Why is English spoken in so many countries around the world?
Who is the character we have spoken about, you found more interesting? Why?
Tell something about him/her.
What do you think about colonising other countries?

Let us see what you have learnt from this unit!
What do you remember?
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................

30

M. Calero & A. Hidalgo, 2010

The sun never sets on the British Empire

.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................

And finally we are going to sing together Blowing in the wind
with the verses that you composed on your own!
And of course some of your favourite songs!
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CREDITS
• Images from Flickr (www.flickr.com) among other sources
• Videos hosted in Youtube (http://www.youtube.com)
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

British Empire (with subtitles)
Henry VIII
Admiral Nelson and the Battle of the Nile
Pocahontas trailer
Real witness
Blowing in the Wind by Bob Dylan (without lyrics)
Blowing in the Wind by Bob Dylan (with lyrics)

• Video hosted in Teachertube (www.teachertube.com)
o Elisabeth I

• This unit does not cover copyright of photos or original material.
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