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GOALS HOW DO YOU KNOW STUDENTS ARE MAKING PROGRESS? 

1. To obtain, select, assess and contrast historical 

information from the analysis of different 

sources related to the contents of the project. 

Focus on causes and consequences of social 

phenomena.  

1.1 Uses and makes meaning of the wide range of literacies inherent in the social sciences, including texts, maps, 

graphs, videos… 

1.2 Establish criteria for selecting information from different sources objectively. 

1.3 Develop strategies for organizing, retrieving and presenting information such as summaries, diagrams… 

 

2. To organize and express ideas in a clear and 

logical fashion through written, oral, or visual 

communicative messages. 

2.1 Use well-reasoned arguments and supporting evidence. 

2.2 Understand and demonstrate effective written, oral and visual communication processes through planning, 

organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation.  

 

3. To choose a method of communication 

appropriate to a specified purpose and 

audience. 

3.1 Teacher checks research notes, reviews drafts and plans and meets with teams to monitor their progress. 

3.2 Teacher monitors team’s choices and helps students with the specific applications. 

 

4. To work collaboratively with others in 

producing or analysing effective 

communication messages. 

4.1 Interact effectively with others, listen and respond to other points of view… 

4.2 Comes to agreements. 

4.3 Agree /disagree partially and say why. 

4.4 Acknowledge that someone is right. 

4.5 Shares information. 

4.6 Shows tolerance to other people’s ideas. 

4.7 Takes responsibility for the team’s success. 

4.8 Lives up to the role that has been assigned to him or her. 
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5. To chronologically date the Middle Ages and put 

some of its main events in order. 

5.1 Students produce a time lime of the students’ choice in terms of format. Relate the coexistence of the 

Germanic Kingdoms with the Muslims and the Byzantine Empire during the Middle Ages. 

 

6. Define feudalism, establish how it started and find 

out its main features. 

6.1 Students can define and describe the main components of feudalism (key words). 

6.2 Understand and explain the bounding/dependant relationships that were stablished in feudal Europe 

between the different members of society, mainly vassalage and servitude.  

6.3 Name the main causes that led to the origin of feudalism.  

Relates the feudal system with the loss of power on behalf of the monarchs during the Middle Ages.  

6.4 Explains the concept of estate-based society. 

6.5 Knows and describes the tree social states and the role that was assigned to each of them.  

6.6 Describe and draw the main parts of a fief and its functions. 

6.7 Describe a lord’s main activities and its sources of income. 

6.8 Compare the life of the peasants with that of the lord’s and critically analyses the differences. 

 

7. Understand how religion was used to justify social 

inequalities during the Middle Ages. 

7.1 Explain the main features of medieval monastic life.  

7.2 Values the importance of religion during the Middle Ages 

7.3 Understand the different manifestations of medieval religious sentiment: crusades and pilgrimages. 
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8. Critically reflect on the treatment given to some 

members of society, specially violence and 

discrimination against women and compares it to the 

persistence of some modern day forms of 

discrimination against women. 

8.1 Criticizes how this division of the society was justified. 

8.2 Explain what women could and could not do during the Middle Ages and compares it with modern-day 

women. 

 

9. Relate facts and ideas to reflect on how the past 

explains some aspects of our present society/ or how 

some things evolve and adopt a different form but 

have a similar underlying idea. 

 

9.1 Write an argumentative text / prepare an oral presentation in which students compare some of the feudal 

system main components with similar situations and/or places nowadays. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT TEACHING SEQUENCE 

“A day in the Middle Ages”. Students are asked to write a composition in which they put themselves in the shoes of a character from the Middle Ages, be it a peasant, a 

nobleman, a noblewoman, a baron, a member of the clergy etc, and try to imagine and describe, according to what they already know, what a day in their lives would be like.  

Teacher chooses a few volunteers to read out loud their compositions to the rest of the class and uses the information to start introducing some of the main topics students 

are going to cover during the project . Students are also ask to design a KWL chart and review the learning goals for the unit. The teacher presents then the students with the 

driving question (DQ) and asks them to further brainstorm about what they need to find out and where in order to answer it.  Once the students’ interest has been picked, 

the teacher introduces the specific requirements for the project and leaves the students choose how the are going to organize the work and the format to present their 

findings.    

Before tackling the driving question, the teams will be asked to do a number of in-depth enquiry activities in order to get a general understanding of the main contents 

related to the Middle Ages. Finally, the teams will do further search to answer the DQ and will prepare a presentation of their choice to share with the rest of the school in 

which they analyse the presence of some feudalism components in modern world today. 

FINAL PRODUCT 

What is the final product? 

To write an essay in which students analyse people’s daily life today, in any given part of the world, any given society, and compares it 

to people’s daily life in feudal Europe.  
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KEY COMPETENCES 

1 Linguistic communication  Express concepts, thoughts, feelings, facts and opinions in both oral and written form (listening, speaking, 

reading and writing). 

 Communicate simple messages in English, verbally and in writing. 

 Speak, listen and participate in dialogue and debate in an organised and clear manner. 

 Use the specific vocabulary from social sciences to enrich one’s language. 

 Use the different types of discourse associated with the contents of the project at the appropriate moments 

(description, narration, argumentation, presentation, etc 

2 Cultural awareness and expression  

3 Data processing and digital competence  To look for, obtain, process and communicate information from different sources and transform it into 

knowledge  

 Have a critical, reflective attitude when it comes to assessing the information available. 

 Use ICT for both, finding information and conveying it in different formats so as to present the results of an 

enquiry. 

4 Mathematical  

5 Learning to learn  Analyse, contrast, compare and synthesize the information gathered and use it to inform the team’s final 

product on the DQ. 

 Develop strategies for retrieving and organising information, such as summaries, diagrams and mind maps. 
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KEY COMPETENCES 

6 Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship  Take part in debates, and undertake individual and group work activities which involve thinking, analysing, 

planning, carrying out and reviewing the work and drawing conclusions. 

 Collaboratively plan and design a product of the students’ choice that involves creativity and innovation. 

 Frequently review and criticize work as an important part of delivering high-quality projects. 

7 Interaction with the physical world  Develop the skills of localisation, observation and interpretation of represented spaces. 

8 Social and civic competences  Identify and understand the main social, economic and political concepts and structures of past societies to 

better understand the present social reality. 

 Develop one’s opinion and critical thinking. 
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CONTENTS (Knowledge and Skills) 

TOPIC-RELATED CONTENTS TOPIC-RELATED SKILLS 

 The consequences of the Carolingian Empire 
break down. 

 The threat of the Muslims, Magyars and 
Vikings. 

 Political power and the feudal system in 
Medieval Europe. 

 Daily life in the fief. 
 The bases of the feudal economy. 
 The hardships of the peasants  
 The organization of feudal societies. 
 The bounding relationships between the 

lords and the peasants and between lords 
 The role religion played in feudal Europe. 
 The role of modern-day religions to justify 

social injustice, discrimination and violent 
actions. 

 Some modern forms of servitude, slavery, 
women discrimination, social injustice, 
religious fanaticism.  

 

 Select and analyse information. Uses and makes meaning of the wide range of literacies inherent in the social 
sciences, including texts, maps, graphs, videos… 

 Establish criteria for selecting information from different sources objectively. 
 Develop strategies for organizing, retrieving and presenting information such as summaries, diagrams… 
 Understand and interpret icons, symbols and other ways of representing information, especially those relating 

to maps and images. 
 Use well-reasoned arguments and supporting evidence. 
 Understand and demonstrate effective written, oral and visual communication processes through planning, 

organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation. 
 Definition and explanation of concepts 
 Creating time lines with ITC applications 
 Report on historical facts  
 Interpret maps, drawings and / or photos related to the unit content. 
 Learn how to use ICT applications such as prezzy or gloster to show the results of an enquiry. 
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CONTENT-OBLIGATORY LANGUAGE 

 Defining (present simple/past simple)(refers to) 
 Describing (past – present simple) (to be) 
 Giving historical recounts (past simple, past passive) 
 Giving historical accounts (causes and consequences: because of/as a result). 
 Reporting facts, events from the past and present (present simple and past simple) (there is /are –there was/were) 
 Making impersonal statements from the past (past passive) 
 Expressing purpose (to) 
 Expressing contrast (however) 
 Referring to periods of time (years ago) /giving a time frame (during, between) 
 Giving examples (such as)  
 Expressing ability and permission in the past (could) 
 Linking cause and effect (so, consequently). 
 Feudalism, bounding relationships, vassalage and servitude, vassal and lord, states of the realm, class, privileged, non-privileged, monarchs, clergy, nobility, peasants, 

self-sufficiency, subsistence farming, livestock, serf, hierarchical, pyramidal system, taxes, monastery, religious order, fief, castle and crusades. 

PERSONAL and EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Develop the ability to empathise in order to understand human actions and social reality in the past or present. 
 Evaluate positively, giving constructive criticism. 
 Appreciate and make use of dialogue as a necessary means of resolving problems. Take part in debates and group discussions to express one’s own ideas and listen to 

and respect the opinions of others. 
 Reject any kind of discrimination or social injustice. 
 Solidarity with disadvantaged people and the inhabitants of economically and politically less developed areas. 
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MATERIALS and  RESOURCES 

 L’Europa Feudal, Anna Mª Pascual Blanes. From ARC-CESIRE. Documents per a l’alumnat. 
 Historical information sources on-line. Some of the teacher’s choice, others of their choice. https://lifeexaminations.wordpress.com/2011/04/14/modern-day-

feudalism/  
 Socials 2, Llibre de coneixements, editorial Barcanova, juliol 2012. 
 www.dipity.com  
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/  
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/1 
 Glogster or mural  in case students decide to make an on-line interactive poster. 
 Google images or any other bank of images with copyright the students might need. 
 Rubrics for peer-assessment 
 Rubric for teacher’s project assessment 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php 
 

REFERENCES 

L’Europa Feudal, Anna Mª Pascual Blanes. From ARC-CESIRE 
OXFORD CLIL, SOCIAL SCIENCES, GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY, ESO 2. Programme of study http://www.oupe.es/es/clil/secondary/socialsciencesgeography  
Socials 2, Llibre de coneixements, editorial Barcanova, juliol 2012. 
Life examinations, Modern day feudalism https://lifeexaminations.wordpress.com/2011/04/14/modern-day-feudalism/ . 
 

COMMENTS 

Project connects with social present time forms of injustice and discrimination. 
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UNIT OVERVIEW 

Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

Entry event: Warm- up activity: Writing 

composition “A day in the Middle Ages, I 

wake up in the morning and …” (Catalan or 

English) 

 

10 Writing, creating. Teacher led-

interaction 

 Teacher’s assessment. 

 

KWL Chart 35 

 

 

 

 

(S) (L)  

Deducing, Show and 

active listening attitude. 

Relate ideas; recalling; 

describing, choosing, 

assessing. 

Teacher led-

interaction 

 

 Teacher’s direct feed-back 

 

 

KPSI sharing learning objectives.  

Review of content objectives will be done on 

a regular basis at the beginning or end of 

every class. 

5 Recalling Individual  Student’s self-assessment.  
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

2 

Warm-up activity: “Think, pair and share”. 

“Low Middle Ages vs High Middle Ages”  

 

10’ (S), Classifying, 

understanding 

Peer-interaction. 

Teacher’s led. 

http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=L6EERDx
BM7I&feature=player_
embedded 

Teacher’s assessment 

Middle Ages Timeline 40’ W, Understanding and 

classifying. Creating 

Teacher’s lead 

peer-interaction 

www.dipity.com Teacher’s assessment 

Rubric timeline 

Wrap-up activity:  write down two things 

you have learnt today. 

5’ Recalling   

 

 

Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

3 

 

Warm-up: Review timeline “Tell me what 

you know”. 

20’ Speaking, recalling Peer-interaction  Self-assessment 

Early Middle Ages lesson input: The 

Carolingian Empire and the Vikings. (L1) 

(Another session) Listening activities: 

Games and leisure at the Carolingian Empire 

/ Vikings’ daily life. 

 

 

25’ 

 

20’ 

 

 

 

Listening 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s lead 

interaction.  

 

 

 

 

Course book L1 

Social Sciences 

Student’s book 2n 

ESO, Oxford University 

Press. 

- Activities 4.1 and 4.3 from 

student’s workbook. 

- Student made personal 

Word Study Book: write 

the word, write definition, 

use the word in a 

sentence and add 

memorable symbol. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.dipity.com/
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Wrap-up: Summarizing review- in threes, 

discuss 3 important things we have learned 

today. 

5’ Recalling, speaking Peer-interaction.  Student’s self-assessment 

Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

Warm-up: “grass-skirt” about Carolingians 

and Vikings. (L1) 

10’ Recalling, speaking, 

writing. 

Group, peer 

interaction. 

  

Non-linguistic lesson input. 

 How did the feudal system originated? 

(English +Catalan). Reading 

comprehension and listening with 

questions.  

 Homework- Act out the act of homage. 

Record it and bring it into the classroom! 

35’ 

 

Taking notes, Reading, 

Listening, interpreting, 

analysing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborative 

work/peer-

interaction. 

El poder a l’Europa 

Feudal: 

http://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=L6EERDx

BM7I&feature=player

_embedded#! 

Example of the kings 

oath: 

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=6p1EuL

z9Fes  

 Handout – Text analysis 

with questions. Listening 

with questions. Student’s 

peer-assessment. 

 Feudal system written test 

 Wrap-up: “One minute write” definition 

of Feudalism. 

10’     

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6p1EuLz9Fes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6p1EuLz9Fes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6p1EuLz9Fes
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

5 

Warm-up:  Brainstorm learning goals for 

today’s class.  Teacher writes goals on the 

board (a table, two columns) and asks 

students to brainstorm about them. Put 

results in writing. Compare with course book 

content for objectives.  

15’ predicting, 

discussing, 

Teacher’s led 

interaction. 

Peer interaction. 

 Teacher’s assessment. 

Exercise book. 

Lesson input:  Feudal society 

1) For the first 3 objectives of the day- 

Teacher completes student’s notes. 

2) Feudal society: Classify society into the 

following categories: 'those who fight', 

'those who pray' and 'those who work'.  

 

10’ 

 

20’ 

 

 

 

W, S, classifying. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Think, pair and 

share”- Peer-

interaction. Groups of 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ed

ucation/guides/zm4mn39

/revision/7 

Teacher’s assessment. Put in 

common the results of the 

activity. 

 

Exercise book 

 Wrap-up - How is society divided today 

compared to feudal times?  

10’ Relating, comparing. Peer-interaction + 

class interaction. 

 Exercise book 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/7
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/7
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

Warm-up: grass-skirt “peasantry in 

feudal Catalonia”.  

15’ Recalling Peer-interaction  Teacher’s assessment. 

Lesson input: La societat feudal-Reading 

comprehension handout + course book. 

Power point Barcanova (14-19). 

L1+L3.Feudal piramide examples. 

30’ 

 

 

 

Writing, interpreting, 

drawing conclusions 

from a text. 

Individual and peer 

interaction. 

 Exercise book 

 

 

 

Wrap-up: Thumbs up/Thumbs down -

priviledge /non-priviledged. 

10’  Whole class 

interaction. 

 Teacher’s feed-back. 
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

7 

Warm-up: One minute write Define 

feudal society. 

5’ Recalling Individual  Teacher’s feed-back 

Lesson input:  what’s a fief and how was 

it organised. 

1) In groups of 3, students brainstorm 

learning objectives. 2) Students compare 

their answers with the contents in their 

course book.  

3) Teacher completes student’s notes 

with visual support (Power Point).  

40’ predicting, 

discussing, 

Comparing and 

completing 

information. 

Peer interaction groups 

of 3. 

Teacher’s led 

interaction. 

 

 Teacher’s feed-back 

Exercise book. Exercises 

from 4.21 to 4.26. 

Wrap-up: Describe and draw feudal 

pyramid vs fief layout.  

10’ Creating, designing, 

explaining 

In pairs.  Exercise book. 

Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

8 

Language scaffolding: Feudal Europe 
vocabulary 

(1) Match-up activity. “Think, pair 
and share” 

(2) Feudalism vocabulary power 
point animation with images 
and music. 

(3) Also teacher can create a Word 
Wall 

(4) Eliciting pronunciation. 

55’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W, recalling, S Think, pair and discuss 

in group. 

Peer-interaction. 

Example of vocabulary 

animation: 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=2JPIk0bijPc 

 

- Vocabulary handout 

- Word study book. 

- Power Point 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JPIk0bijPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JPIk0bijPc
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

9 

Warm-up: QLSA “Question loop 

speaking activity” to review Feudalism 

vocabulary. 

15’ Speaking, recalling Whole class 

interaction. 

 Teacher’s assessment. 

Everyday life today and in the Middle 

Ages  

Jigsaw task presentation and 

organisation. 

Teacher sets up balanced groups, 

explains scope of work and how the 

jigsaw task works.  

After making sure everybody 

understands what the task is about, gives 

students time to plan, organise and 

decide on the presentation format.   

10' Speaking 

Planning  

Organising 

Designing 

 

Collaborative learning  None 
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-11 and 

12 

Jigsaw task undertaken 

In groups of experts (Jigsaw task 

classroom 2), students do research and 

start preparing their oral presentation on 

their specific topic during session 11 and 

12.  

 

In session 13, students report back to the 

initial experts group.  

  

 

 

2 h 30’ Composing, creating, 

designing, adapting 

Relating facts and 

ideas. 

Describing… 

ITC skills 

Reporting 

Speaking and writing 

Collaborative work 

/Peer interaction 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/educ

ation/guides/zm4mn39/revi

sion/1 

http://www.ducksters.com/

history/middle_ages_timeli

ne.php 

http://edu.glogster.com/ 

https://mural.ly/  

https://padlet.com/ 

www.glogster.com 

www.prezzy.com   

 

- Team work self-

assessment rubric. 

- Individual report co-

assessment rubric. 

- Teacher’s monitoring 

and follow-up grid. 

Wrap-up: written quiz all group 

members go through target subject 

quizzes prepared by each expert within 

the group. 

30’ Recalling 

information. 

Individual  - Written quiz 

assessment. 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/1
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php
http://edu.glogster.com/
https://mural.ly/
https://padlet.com/
http://www.glogster.com/
http://www.prezzy.com/
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Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

13 

Warm-up: who’s who? (images of social 

groups, people around the world today) 

5’ Deducing  “Think, pair and share” 

Teacher’s-lead 

interaction/ 

  

Driving question: Modern day examples 

of feudalism? 

“Com vivien, com vivim, com viuen 

L1(annex 3)”. Es tracta de compararels 

esclaus de l’Edat Antiga amb els pagesos 

de l’Edat Mitjana i amb un grup social 

dels nostres dies. .  

 

45’ Speaking 

Analysing 

Contrasting 

Comparing 

Judging  

Reviewing 

Relating facts and 

ideas 

  

Peer interaction. 

Same groups of experts 

 Written paper/Essay 

 

14 

Presentation of results  to classmates.  30’ Speaking 

Defending ideas 

 

 Any ICT support of their 

choice. 

Wrap-up activities: 

 Complete KWL Chart 

 Final assessment of KPSI 

20’ Assessing 

structuring 

Individual  Self-assessment 
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SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 1 

Activity 1, 2 and 3. 

Activity description “A day in the Middle Ages”. Students are asked to write a composition in which they put themselves in the shoes 
of a character from the Middle Ages, be it a peasant, a nobleman, a noblewoman, a baron, a member of the 
clergy etc, and try to imagine and describe, according to what they already know, what a day in their lives would 
be like. Set a time limit. Once they have finish, the teacher can choose a few volunteers to read out loud their 
compositions to the rest of the class and take advantage of their ideas to start introducing and scaffolding some 
of the topics that will be covered later on during the project. Use a KWL chart to structure the “what do I know”. 
Also ask students to complete the “what I would like to know” column. Teacher makes a list with the student’s 
choices about what they would like to learn. It could be now a good time to introduce a definition of feudalism 
as: “a system for ordering society around relationships derived from the holding of land in exchange for service or 
labour.”  
Finish off the session making students assess the project’s learning goals with the KPSI chart. 

 
Outcomes 

Speaking: Speak, listen and participate in dialogue and debate in an organised and clear manner. 
Writing: Their previous ideas about daily life in the Middle Ages.  
Non-linguistic output: written composition 

Input Listening and viewing:  
 

Subject-matter CONTENT Introduction to the Feudal Europe. All key vocabulary. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Describing (past – present simple) (to be) 
Giving historical recounts (past simple, past passive) 
Expressing purpose 

Timing 55’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) None 

Material  

Assessment Teacher assessment: Teacher takes notes of student’s interaction and involvement.  



            

 
 Adapted from CLIL-SI 2015. More information at: http: //grupsderecerca.uab.cat/clilsi/ 

SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 2 

Activity 1 

Activity description Middle Ages Timeline. They can decide on other events to include in the timeline.   

 

Outcomes 

Speaking: None specific. There should be oral interaction throughout the session. 
Writing:  Middle Ages timeline 
Non-linguistic output: To know when the Middle Ages started and when they ended. Differentiate the two main 
periods in which the Middle Ages are divided. To locate on a time line some of the most important events of that 
period. Organise ideas and demonstrate effective written and oral communication processes through planning 
and organization. 

Input Reading: written text to introduce dates and events from the Middle Ages.  
Viewing: short video on the stages of the Middle Ages. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded 
Others: web sites where they can find other events related to the Middle Ages for them to choose. 
http://alumnos-miguel.blogspot.com/2007/11/invents-i-descobriments-de-ledat.html 
http://www.profesorenlinea.cl/mediosocial/InventosCronologia.htm 

Subject-matter CONTENT To chronologically date the Middle Ages and put some of its main events in order. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Conquest, defeat, end, beginning, Muslims, Islam, Carolingian empire, Byzantine Empire, Western Roman Empire, 
Crown of Aragon, Black Death, Ottoman Turks. Reporting facts from the past. 

Timing 40’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Pee interaction. In pairs 

Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) www.dipity.com  

Material Internet connexion, computers or laptops. A pen drive. Paper. 

Assessment Teacher’s assessment: Time line Rubric  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://alumnos-miguel.blogspot.com/2007/11/invents-i-descobriments-de-ledat.html
http://www.profesorenlinea.cl/mediosocial/InventosCronologia.htm
http://www.dipity.com/
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SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 3 

Activity 1 

Activity description Revision activity: “Tell me what you know”. Prepare a worksheet with questions to revise the dates, events and 
historical characters that came up when doing the timeline. Make copies, one for each student. Write an answer 
key. Give each student a copy of the worksheet. Set a time limit. Ask students to walk round the class and 
interview as many other students as possible. Tell students to try to find answers for at least eight of the 
questions before stopping them. On the dotted lines the students make notes of the answers they get and the 
names of the students who gave them. When they finish put the answers in common. Follow-up 1: students could 
work in groups to make their own “Find someone who..” sheets to be used in the class. 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking: There should be oral interaction throughout the activity. 
Writing: answers to questions 
Non-linguistic output: To know when the Middle Ages started and when they ended. Differentiate the two main 
periods in which the Middle Ages are divided. To recall main middle ages events.  

Input Others:  activity handout 

Subject-matter CONTENT To chronologically date the Middle Ages and put some of its main events in order. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Conquest, defeat, end, beginning, Muslims, Islam, Carolingian empire, Byzantine Empire, Western Roman Empire, 
Crown of Aragon, Black Death, Ottoman Turks. Reporting facts from the past. 

Timing 20’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction: Whole class 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) None 

Material Find someone who handout. 

Assessment Teacher’s assessment: teacher can collect the results of the activity. 
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SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 4 

Activity 1 

Activity description Grass-skirt revision activity – Go the following British Council link for detailed explanation 
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/grass-skirts-revision-race  

 

Outcomes 

Speaking: Oral interaction throughout the whole activity. Students get to practice specific vocabulary. 
Non-linguistic output:  To get to know the main ideas related to the Vikings and the Carolingians in Early Middle 
Ages. 

Input Others:  worksheet with between 10 and 20 questions 

Subject-matter CONTENT Carolingian Empire and Vikings in the IX century. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE None 

Timing 15 to 20’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Teams of 3 or 4 people 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) None 

Material Worksheet, cello tape, scissors. 

Assessment Teacher’s assessment:  

 

SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 5 

Activity 1 

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/grass-skirts-revision-race
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Activity description Classify society into the following categories: 'those who fight', 'those who pray' and 'those who work'. 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking: Students interact while doing this activity in groups of 3 or 4.  
Writing:  A table in which students classify feudal society into three groups. 
Non-linguistic output:  Getting to understand feudal society structure. 

Input Other: worksheet with list of people based on skills. 

Subject-matter CONTENT Feudal society 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Knight, nun, priests, monk, friar, merchant, lawyer, carpenter, weaver, dyer, tapestry weaver, cook, sailor, doctor, 
ploughman, miller, reeve. 

Timing 20’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Group interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) None 

Material Worksheet 

Assessment Teacher’s assessment: teacher can collect the results of the activity. The results are shared with the rest of the 
class. 
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SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 7 

Activity 1 

Activity description Describe and draw: fief vs. feudal society pyramid 

Divide the class into pairs (A and B). Give each pair a different picture and tell them they must keep it secret. 
Firstly, ask each student to make notes of some useful words and expressions for describing the picture. Secondly, 
input language: Ask the students to brainstorm in pairs/fours useful language for explaining the position of 
objects in their picture. Put it in common with the rest of the class and write the words on the board for 
reference. (E.g. On the right-hand side, in the left corner, below, above, next to, in the middle, underneath...) You 
can provide the students with a “speaking frame” for describing pictures (see the one attached). Optional: Model 
an example with a pair of learners that describe their picture to the class and you draw it on the board.Put the 
learners in fours, pair A and pair B, and position each pair opposite each other so that they can’t see each other’s 
pictures. Pair A describes their picture to pair B, who must draw it carefully. 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking: students should be able to orally describe the parts of a fief and the feudal society structure.  

Non-linguistic output:  Describing the layout and main part of medieval fief and the feudal society structure by 
using prepositions of position and the specific related vocabulary. Learning the main parts of a fief and the states 
of the realm in which feudal society was divided. 

Input Other: worksheet with the drawings and speaking frame for prepositions. 

Subject-matter CONTENT Feudal society; feudal fief. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Privileged, non-privileged, prepositions of place; describing things on a picture, there is / there are, parts of the 
fief. 

Timing 20’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) None 
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Material Worksheet; speaking frame 

Assessment Teacher’s assessment: teacher can collect the drawings; also assesses student’s speaking skills and vocabulary use 
during the activity. 

 

SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 9 

Activity 1 

Activity description “Vocabulary loop speaking activity”. Cut up the strips of parts of sentences and  hand out one strip to each 
student in the class. This means that each student will have one or more parts of sentence or one piece of 
information, or one sentence starter, which will match with the ending. Ask one of the students to read the first 
half of their strip out loud. Somewhere around the class, someone will have the answer/end of the sentence, in 
which case, he or she will have to stand up and read it out loud. That same student reads another “question” and 
the process continues until all the strips have been read out and you come back to the beginning again. You may 
like to repeat the task and this time tell students to do it under a minute so that they won’t have any homework 
for the evening, for example. 

 
Outcomes 

Speaking: Students interaction throughout the activity. 
Non-linguistic output : reviewing the unit’s main vocabulary and concepts. 

Input Written: strips of paper 
 

Subject-matter CONTENT Introduction to the Feudal Europe. All key vocabulary. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Describing (past – present simple) (to be) 
Giving historical recounts (past simple, past passive) 
Defining 
All key vocabulary 

Timing 15-20’ 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction: class interaction. 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) None 
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Material Feudalism QLSA handout. 

Assessment Teacher assessment: Teacher takes notes of student’s interaction and involvement.  

 

SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 9, 10, 11 and 12 

Activity 1 

Activity description Jigsaw task: Feudal Europe politics, society, economy and daily life.  In groups of three or four, students deal 
with a specific aspect related to Feudal Europe so that in the end the whole class reconstructs the main features 
of that period of history. Students research information needed to complete their part of the jigsaw task. Students 
analyse, assess, summarise and interpret the information retrieved and create an decide on a how to present it to 
their classmates.  

 

Outcomes 

Speaking:  There should be oral interaction throughout the session. Each group has to prepare an oral 
presentation with the contents of their part of the jigsaw task for their classmates. 

Writing:  Each group will create an entry to the wikki  or an presentation in the format of their choice in which 
they will include clear and useful information related to their topic so that the rest of their classmates can review 
it and use for their final task. 

Non-linguistic output:  Define feudalism and characterize it from a political, social and economic point of view. 

Input Reading: Students search for, assess, analyse and interpret information to complete their part of the task 

Viewing:  Any videos or images they deem suitable for the purposes of their task. 

Others:  
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Subject-matter CONTENT Definition and origins of Feudalism; Political power and the feudal system in Medieval Europe; Daily life in the fief. 

The bases of the feudal economy; The hardships of the peasants; The organization of feudal societies; The 
bounding relationships between the lords and the peasants and between lords; The role religion played in feudal 
Europe. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Charlemagne, Franks, Carolingian empire, Vikings, Muslims, Feudalism, bounding relationships, vassalage and 
servitude, vassal and lord, states of the realm, class, privileged, non-privileged, monarchs, clergy, nobility, 
peasants, self-sufficiency, subsistence farming, livestock, serf, hierarchical, pyramidal system, taxes, monastery, 
religious order, fief, castle and crusades. 

See content obligatory language at the beginning of the table. 

Timing 3 to 4 sessions 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction / Collaborative work. Groups of 4. 

Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Wikki: pbworks www.pbworks.com  / Glogster is also an option 

Material Internet connexion, computers or laptops. A pen drive. Paper. 

Assessment Peer assessment: rubric for co-assessment. Teacher’s direct feed-back /Project assessment rubric 

Teacher assessment: Notes from teacher’s guidance and observations. Rubric for project assessment in which 

there will be a specific  entry for collaborative work, recalling and understanding information, content and 

language accuracy and final product presentation. 

 

 

http://www.pbworks.com/
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SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING: SESSION 13 

Activity 1 

Activity description What would be the equivalent to modern-day feudalism?  

The teacher presents then the students with the wrap-up activity for the unit. Teams are asked to choose a present time social group 
and compare their daily life and their living conditions with their peers in the Middle Ages and also Ancient times. It is a written 
activity in which students put together a table with three columns comparing a social group or what it would be the equivalent of a 
social group in different periods of history. Once the first part of the task is done, groups disband and join another group to find out 
more about the daily life of other present times social groups. 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking: Group interaction throughout the activity. 
Writing: A table in which they compare.  
Non-linguistic output:  Find out about the modern-day’s social injustice, discrimination and violent actions. Identify some modern 
forms of servitude, slavery, women discrimination, social injustice and religious fanaticism and relate them to feudalism. 

Input Listening 
Reading: Students search for, assess, analyse and interpret information to complete their part of the task 
Viewing:  Any videos or images they deem suitable for the purposes of their task. 
Others:  

Subject-matter CONTENT Modern-day forms of servitude, discrimination, slavery, social injustice, bounding relationships around property, labour or any of the 
kind. Privileged and non-privileged social groups. The role of modern-day religions in other forms of submission or fanaticism. 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE See content obligatory language at the beginning of the table. 

Timing 1 session 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction / Collaborative work. Groups of 4. 

Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated 
Communication) 

None 
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Material Internet connexion, computers or laptops. A pen drive. Paper. 

Assessment Peer assessment: Teacher’s assessment 

Teacher assessment: Notes from teacher’s guidance and observations. 
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A DAY IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

Continue the following sentence for about 15 lines using your imagination.  
 

 I live in the Middle Ages: This is how one of my days looks like: I get up in the morning and….  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES - KPSI Self-assessment: WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
IT? 

Student’s remarks 

What do I know?/What have I learnt 1. I know nothing 
2. I know something/It rings me a bell.  
3. I think I know it well 
4. I know it and I can explain it. 
5. I master it! 

 

1. To chronologically date the Middle Ages and put some of its main 

events in order. 

1         2          3          4          5  

2. To define Feudalism and name the main causes that led to its origin.  1         2          3          4          5  

3. To understand and explain vassalage and servitude. 1         2          3          4          5  

4. To define the concepts of fief, feudal lord, vassal, act of homage and 
establishes the obligations of the lord, and the obligations of the 
vassals. 

1         2          3          4          5  

5. To define the concept of estate-based society and describe the tree 
social states and the role that was assigned to each of them. 

1         2          3          4          5  

6. To explain what a fief was. Distinguish the way of life of a lord 
from the way of life of peasants. 

1         2          3          4          5  

7. To identify the main economic activities in feudal Europe. 1         2          3          4          5  

8. To explain the main features of medieval monastic life. 1         2          3          4          5  

9. Understand the role of the Church in medieval culture. 1         2          3          4          5  

10. Explain what women could and could not do during the Middle 
Ages and compares it with modern-day women. 

1         2          3          4          5  

11. To write an argumentative text / prepare an oral presentation in 
which you compare some of the feudal system main components 
with similar situations and/or places today. 

1         2          3          4          5  

STUDENT’S GLOBAL SELF-ASSESSMENT MARK                                    Initial:                                                  Final:                              
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1. Create a Middle Ages timeline following the instructions below: 
 

a. Go to www.dipity.com. Join the application by creating an account (Join Dipity). 
b. Go to “create a timeline” and follow the steps. 
c. Write in the title: Middle Ages Timeline: Byzantines, Islam, Carolingians, Al-Andalus and Christian 

Kingdoms 
d. Start by indicating the two most important periods in which the Middle Ages are divided:  

 

 Low Middle Ages 

 High Middle Ages 
¡! Per saber quins segles formen part de cadascun d’aquests dos períodes, mira el principi d’aquest vídeo (del 
minut 0’00 al 0’55): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded 
 

- En la part inferior del rectangle, fent sortint fletxes, col·loca els següents esdeveniments: 

 Year 476: Beginning of the Middle 
Ages 

 527: Beginning of Justinian’s reign 

 622: Hegira, beginning of Islam 

 632: Death of Muhammed 

 711: Al- Andalus, Dependent 
Emirate 

 661: Beginning of the Umayyad 
Caliphate 

 732: The Franks defeat the 
Muslims at the Battle of Poitiers 

 739: Alfonso I, King of Asturias 

 750: Beginning of the Abbasid 
Caliphate 

 756: Abd- al-Rahman I proclaimed 
the independent emirate 

 785: Conquest of Girona by the 
Christians. 

 800: Charlemagne is crowned 
emperor  

 801: Conquest of Barcelona by the 
Christians 

 843: Treaty of Berdum, the 
Carolingian empire is divided into 
three parts. 

 929: Còrdova Caliphate with Abd-
al-Rahman III. 

 1031: Taifa Kingdoms 

 1038: Castilla and León unite as a 
kingdom. 

 1086: Almoràvit invasion 

 1117: Conquest of Tarragona 

 1145: Almohad invasion 

 1146: Portugal becomes and 
independent kingdom. 

 1149: Conquest of Lleida 

 1162: The Kingdom of Aragon and 
the County of Barcelona United 
and give rise to the Crown of 
Aragon. 

 1229-1232: Conquest of Mallorca 

 1230: the Kingdoms of Castella and 
León reunite for good and give rise 
to the Crown of Castella. 

 1232: Beginning of Nasrid 
Kingdom. 

 1232-1245: Conquest of València 

 1258: Mongolians conquered 
Bagdad. End of Abbasid Caliphate. 

 1348: Black Death kills millions of 
people in Europe. 

 1453: The fall of Constantinople to 
the Turks. 

 1492: Disappearance of the Nasrid 
Kingdom. Discovery of America. 

 
e. Cal completar aquest eix cronològic amb altres esdeveniment que tu creguis interessants. Has de col·locar 
almenys cinc més. Pots investigar en els següents enllaços: 
Invents i descobriments: 
http://alumnos-miguel.blogspot.com/2007/11/invents-i-descobriments-de-ledat.html 
http://www.profesorenlinea.cl/mediosocial/InventosCronologia.htm 
 

http://www.dipity.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6EERDxBM7I&feature=player_embedded
http://alumnos-miguel.blogspot.com/2007/11/invents-i-descobriments-de-ledat.html
http://www.profesorenlinea.cl/mediosocial/InventosCronologia.htm
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Teacher Name: Ms. Ros

Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1

Fonts and Colors The use of font 

styles and colors 

is consistent and 

shows a logical 

pattern. It helps 

The use of font 

styles and colors 

is consistent and 

shows a logical 

pattern for the 

The use of font 

styles and colors 

is consistent , 

but is not used 

effectively to 

The use of font 

styles and colors 

is not consistent 

OR detracts 

from the 

Content/Facts Facts were 

accurate for all 

events reported 

on the timeline.

Facts were 

accurate for 

almost all 

events reported 

on the timeline.

Facts were 

accurate for 

most (~75%) of 

the events 

reported on the 

Facts were often 

inaccurate for 

events reported 

on the timeline.

Dates An accurate, 

complete date 

has been 

included for 

each event.

An accurate, 

complete date 

has been 

included for 

almost every 

An accurate date 

has been 

included for 

almost every 

event.

Dates are 

inaccurate 

and/or missing 

for several 

events.

Software 

Learning

The student 

knows how to 

use the 

software and 

can accurately 

The student 

knows how to 

use the 

software and 

can accurately 

The student 

knows how to 

use some parts 

of the software 

and can 

The student 

does not appear 

to know how to 

use the 

software 

Time Use Classroom time 

was used to 

work on the 

project. 

Conversations 

Classroom time 

was used to 

work on the 

project the 

majority of the 

Classroom time 

was used to 

work on the 

project the 

majority of the 

Student did not 

use classroom 

time to work on 

the project 

and/or was 

Readability The overall 

appearance of 

the timeline is 

pleasing and 

easy to read.

The overall 

appearance of 

the timeline is 

somewhat 

pleasing and 

The timeline is 

relatively 

readable.

The timeline is 

difficult to read.

Date Created: Feb 04, 2016 

Rubric for assessment: Feudal Europe Timeline
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TIME LINE REVISION ACTIVITY: “FIND SOMEONE WHO….” 

 

1. Knows the year of the Hegira. 

 

2. Knows the name of the battle in which the Franks defeated the Muslims. 

 

3. Knows when the Middle Ages started. 

 

4. Can give you the name of the first king of Asturias. 

 

5. Knows the year Girona was conquered by the Christians. 

 

6. Knows the year Charlemagne was crowned emperor. 

 

7. Can tell you the name of the treaty that divides the Carolingian Empire into three parts. 

 

8. Can tell you the name of the fist caliph of Al-Andalus. 

 

9. Can tell you the year the Kingdom of Aragon and the County of Catalonia united. 

 

10. Can tell you what disease kills millions of people in Europe in the 14th century.  
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------ 

------ 

------ 

------ 

------ 

------ 

------ 

------ 

------  
 

Grass skirts – the Vikings and the Carolingian Empire 
 

Cut up the strips ready to use in class. 
 
 

-  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. At the end of the 8th century there were three different civilizations in Western Europe: Islam, Byzantine 
Empire and the Ostrogoth. 

 
-  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. Charlemagne was crowned emperor in year 732 by the Pope Lleó III 

 
-  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3. The Vikings came from the South of Europe and invaded many inland territories between the 8th and the 
10th century. 

 
-  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

4. The new Normand kingdoms converted to Islam. 

 
-  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
5. The Carolingian Empire disintegrated the year 814 after the Treaty of Poitiers. 

 
-  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
6.  

 
-  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
7.   

 
-  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
8.  

 
-  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
9.  
-  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
10.  
- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Feudal society structure 

Adapted from bbc bitesize KS3 history: Everyday life in the Middle Ages 

 

In the Middle Ages people were divided into groups based on what skills they had, skills such as: 

carpenter  

cook  

doctor  

dyer - someone who coloured 
wool  

friar - a religious minister  

knight  

lawyer  

merchant - someone who sold 
goods such as wine or cloth  

miller - made flour from corn  

monk  

nun  

ploughman - ploughed the 
fields for a living  

priest  

prioress  

reeve - supervised work done 
by peasants  

sailor  

soldier  

squire - local land owner who 
would be wealthy  

weaver  

 

Activity 1 - Medieval writers divided society into 'those who fight', 'those who pray' and 'those who work', 
which would you put in each category? 

 Those who fight: 
 

 Those who pray: 
 

 Those who work: 
 

Acticity 2- How is society divided today?  Any categories you can think of? 

 



Name:

Middle Ages vocabulary
Write the letter of the correct match next to each definition.

1.
 

Byzantine 
Empire

a. The body of all people ordained for religious duties, especially in the 
Christian Church (churchmen/women)

2.
 

Holy Land
b. Germanic people that conquered Gaul in the 6th century and controlled 

much of western Europe for several centuries afterwards.

3.
 

Charlemagne
c. Any of the Scandinavian sea pirates and traders who raided and settled in 

many parts of North-West Europe in the 8th-11th centuries.

4.
 

Franks
d. A peasant in the Middle Ages, usually farming the land and serving their 

king.

5.
 Carolingian 

empire

e. Empire in south-East Europe and Asia Minor (Turkey) which was formed 
from the Eastern Roman Empire. Its capital was Constantinople 
(Byzantium).

6.  Vikings f. Someone of high rank with a title.

7.
 

Feudal 
system

g. A soldier on horseback who serves a baron.

8.  Vassalage h. A man of noble rank or high office

9.
 

Vassal
i. King of the Franks 768–814 and Holy Roman emperor (as Charles I) 800–

14. promoted the arts and education, and his court became a cultural centre.

10.
 

Monarch
j. Relating to the Frankish dynasty, founded by Charlemagne’s father (Pepin 

III), that ruled in western Europe from 750 to 987.

11.
 

Lord
k. A disease that spread rapidly in Europe during the Middle Ages and killed 

half of its population.

12.
 

Clergy
l. The land sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims in what was ancient 

Palestine (now Israel, Palestine and Jordan).

13. Baron m.a person or country in a subordinate position to another.

14.
 

Noble

n. An estate of land, especially one held on condition of feudal service; A 
payment made to a professional person or to a professional or public body 
in exchange foradvice or services.

15. Knight o. A nobleman given land and power directly by the king or queen.

16.
 

Peasant
p. The practice of growing crops and raising livestock sufficient only for one’s 

own use, without anysurplus for trade

17.
 

Self-
sufficiency

q. A poor smallholder or agricultural labourer of low social status

18.
 Subsistence 

farming

r. The feudal system was a way of organising society into different groups 
based on their roles. It had the king at the top with all of the control, and the 
peasants at the bottom doing all of the work.

19. Serf s. The quality or condition of being self-sufficient or independent

20.
 

Fief
t. in Medieval times, the man who had absolute authority over an independent 

country and the people who live there.

21.
 

Crusade
u. when a nobleman declared his loyalty to the king or queen. Servitude he 

state of being a slave or completely subject to someone more powerful.



22. Black Dead v. a Christian army
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A fight between two armies in a war Holy Land 

Empire in south-East Europe and Asia Minor 

(Turkey) which was formed from the Eastern 

Roman Empire. Its capital was Constantinople 

(Byzantium). 

A battle. 

A number of countries ruled by one person or 

government 

Byzantine Empire 

The land sacred to Jews, Christians and Muslims 

in what was ancient Palestine (now Israel, 

Palestine and Jordan). 

An empire. 

Relating to the Frankish dynasty, founded by 

Charlemagne’s father (Pepin III) that ruled in 

western Europe from 750 to 987. 

Carolingian empire 

A piece of land held on condition of feudal 

service 

Fief 

The man who had absolute authority over an 

independent country and the people who live 

there. 

To invade. 

Another name for a king, or a queen A person or country in a subordinate 
position to another. 

Vassal A monarch. 

 



 

✂
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King of the Franks 768–814 and Holy Roman 

emperor (as Charles I) 800–14. Promoted the 

arts and education, and his court became a 

cultural centre. 

Charlemagne 

Any of the Scandinavian sea pirates and traders who 

raided and settled in many parts of North-West Europe 

in the 8th-11th centuries. 

Vikings 

Vassalage When a nobleman declared his loyalty to 

the king or queen. Servitude he state of 

being a slave or completely subject to 

someone more powerful. 
 

A Military expedition organized by Western Christians to 

recapture land in the East/ A Christian army 

A crusade. 

Feudal system A way of organising society into different 
groups based on their roles 

 

Lord A man of noble rank or high office 

To govern a country or territory To rule. 

Clergy The body of all people ordained for 
religious duties, especially in the Christian 
Church (churchmen/women). 
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Noble Someone of high rank with a title 

Baron A nobleman given land and power directly by the king or 
queen. 

Knight A soldier on horseback who serves a baron 

Peasant A poor smallholder or agricultural labourer of 

low social status 

Self-sufficiency The quality or condition of being self-sufficient or 
independent 

Subsistence farming The practice of growing crops and raising livestock sufficient 
only for one’s own use, without any surplus for trade. 

 

A peasant in the Middle Ages, usually farming the 

land and serving their king. 

Serf 

Black Death A disease that spread rapidly in Europe during the 
Middle Ages and killed half of its population. 

Pilgrimage A journey which has religious or spiritual 
significance 

 



Daily live in the Middle Ages:Jigsaw task 
Feudal Europe –Unit 4 

Mercedes Ros, Social Sciences, 2016 

 

 

(*) Scope of work 

Daily life in the Middle Ages:  

1) Life in the countryside. The daily life of the peasants. . (Activities, diet, leisure, clothes...) and life in the cities. 

2) Knights and life in a castle. A day in the life of a medieval lord. (Activities, diet, leisure, clothes...) and the life of 

noble women versus the life of peasant women. (Activities, diet, leisure, clothes...) 

3) Medieval monasteries. Daily life of the monks. Parts of a monastery. Examples monasteries near us. 

4) The kings’ court. 

5) The Black Death.  

(*) Jigsaw task organisation  

 Students initially work in groups to learn about the entire topic. Teacher assigns students to groups so as for the groups 

to be balanced in terms of learning speeds and language skills.   

 Teacher also takes into account student’s interests and asks them to include one or more aspects of the ones they said 

they would like to learn at the beginning of the unit. 

 Each student in each group is assigned, depending on his/hers interest, one or more topics from the list, which he or 

she will later on report to his or hers team mates. After session 1, students from each expert group disband and reform 

a new expert group which will focus on a specific aspect of the general topic. For another session, they will work 

together sharing and exchanging their findings and enriching each other’s work. 

 In the third session, each student prepares an oral presentation so as to report their findings to their mates from the 

initial expert group. In the end, all the members of the group ought to have a good understanding of the entire topic 

(daily life in the middle ages). 

 Work Planning: groups get together and are given time to brainstorm about how they can best convey the results of 

their assignment and decide who is going to do what based on their language skills and their interests. 

 Each team member, apart from reporting his or her piece of assignment, will have to prepare a short test quiz for 

his/her group mates including questions about some of the most relevant aspects that have been covered. In the end, 

the teacher will pass all test quizzes to all team members. 

 

 Follow-up 1: Groups could prepare a final presentation of the students’ choice created by each expert groups using 

media technology that includes all the findings from the group.  

 

 Some applications are suggested below.  

 

Suggested Resources 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/1 
 http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php 
 http://edu.glogster.com/ 
 https://mural.ly/  
 https://padlet.com/ 

 
Assessment 

 Team work self-assessment rubric. 
 Individual report co-assessment rubric. 
 Final project rubric. 
 Written quiz. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zm4mn39/revision/1
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php
http://edu.glogster.com/
https://mural.ly/
https://padlet.com/
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Jigsaw individual report task (reserach and presentation to peers) 
Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

  

CATEGORY EXCELLENT JOB 9-10 GOOD JOB 6-8 SATISFACTORY 4-6 
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
3-4 

Organization Information is very organized with 
well-constructed paragraphs and 
subheadings. 

Information is organized with 
well-constructed paragraphs. 

Information is organized, but 
paragraphs are not well-
constructed. 

The information appears 
to be disorganized. 

Time-
management 

Routinely uses time well to ensure 
things get done on time. Group does 
not have to adjust deadlines or work 
responsibilities. 

Usually uses time well 
throughout the project, but 
may have procrastinated on 
one thing. Group does not 
have to adjust deadlines or 
work responsibilities. 

Tends to procrastinate, but 
always gets things done by 
the deadlines.  

Rarely gets things done 
by the deadlines AND 
group has to adjust 
deadlines or work 
responsibilities . 

Quality of 
Information 

Information clearly relates to the main 
topic. It includes a lot of supporting 
details and/or examples. 

Information clearly relates to 
the main topic. It provides 1-2 
supporting details and/or 
examples. 

Information relates to the 
main topic. No details and/or 
examples are given. 

Information has little or 
nothing to do with the 
main topic. 

Internet Use Successfully uses suggested internet 
links to find information and navigates 
within these sites easily without 
assistance. 

Usually able to use suggested 
internet links to find 
information and navigates 
within these sites easily 
without assistance. 

Occasionally able to use 
suggested internet links to 
find information without  
help. 

Needs assistance or 
supervision to use 
suggested internet links 
and/or to navigate within 
these sites. 

Diagrams & 
Illustrations 

Diagrams and illustrations are clear, 
precise and add to the reader\'s 
understanding of the topic. 

1 to 2 diagrams and 
illustrations are not clear and 
precise and do not add to the 
reader\'s understanding of the 
topic. 

Diagrams and illustrations are 
inaccurate and do not always 
add to the reader\'s 
understanding of the topic. 

Diagrams and 
illustrations are not good 
OR do not add to the 
reader\'s understanding 
of the topic. 

Preparedness Brings needed materials to class and is 
always ready to work. 

Almost always brings needed 
materials to class and is ready 
to work. 

Almost always brings needed 
materials but sometimes 
needs to settle down and get 
to work 

Often forgets needed 
materials or is rarely 
ready to get to work. 

 



Autoavaluació del treball de grup  
ALUMNE ____________________________________ GRUP FORMAT PER _________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Valoració 
(Senyala amb x) 

 

En què et bases per afirmar-ho? 
Estratègies de millora 

(sempre que hagis valorat amb un 
AV, M) 

PU
NT

UA
CI

Ó
 (*

) 

S AV M 
Hem participat tots aportant idees i fent 
l’activitat. 
(Aporta idees noves al treball en equip. 
Col·labora amb els companys en la 
representació i la realització del mural 
sobre la societat feudal.) 

      

Ens hem escoltat amb respecte, i hem 
acceptat les opinions de tots. 
(Accepta respectuosament les opinions 
dels companys, encara que no les 
comparteixi.) 

      

Hem comprès la informació i l’hem 
plasmat i transmès adequadament. 
(Expressa per escrit, oralment o de 
manera gràfica la informació que ha 
obtingut de la recerca.) 

      

Ens hem organitzat bé i hem acabat 
l’activitat en el temps indicat.       

Com t’has sentit en el treball en equip? 
Per què?  
(Expressa com s’ha sentit en el treball en 
equip i identifica la causa de les seves 
emocions.) 

      

(*) 2 punts si es valora amb S; 1 si es valora amb AV; 0 si la valoració és M.  

 
Adaptat de Santillana Editorial  
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