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IDENTIFICATION 

Project teaching sequence TITLE WHAT MAKES A HERO? ARE YOU A… REAL HERO? 

AUTHOR(S) Antoni M. Marsal 

With the support of Team GEP (Institut Jaume Huguet) 

COE Level  High School 

Grade 4th ESO 

Content areas Classical culture and Social Science 

Number of sessions 6 

Teacher(s) involved The author and, only one session, the language assistant 

Key words Greek mythology, mythic heroes, modern-day heroes 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT TEACHING SEQUENCE IN FIVE STEPS 

Have you ever heard anything about mythic heroes? Do you know anything about Perseus and Medusa? Sure you have seen 

the Hollywood film Percy Jackson and the Olympians. Do you want to know what makes a hero? What about our modern-day 

heroes? Do you know someone who helps people and has made a huge contribution to the community? This project will 

provide you with some keys to understand mythic heroes and their representations and also examples of modern-day heroes. 

At the end you will be able to do an oral presentation in English.  

Driving question: What makes a hero?  

Five steps:  

1. Introduction to the topic. Do you know a modern-day hero? What makes a modern-day hero? What made a mythic hero? 

2. Exemplification: Greek mythology and main features and examples of mythic heroes 

3. Consolidation and revision: Perseus and the Gorgon 

4. Help of the language assistant (model of oral presentation) 

5. Final product: Oral presentation and portfolio 
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GOALS HOW DO YOU KNOW STUDENTS ARE MAKING PROGRESS? 

1. Define ancient hero and modern-day hero. Express 

doubts about these definitions 

2. Explain the main features of mythic and modern-day 

heroes and exemplify them  

3. Compare both kinds of heroes 

4. Identify mythic heroes (sculptures, pictures...) 

5. Summarize and narrate stories 

6. Relate facts or ideas 

7. Synthetize stories 

8. Draw conclusions 

9. Create a portfolio and an oral presentation 

10. Appreciate the importance of knowing the classical 

culture 

11. Appreciate the importance of enhancing our 

consciousness about the heroes in our time 

1. Arguing in groups of three. Search for the definition on 

the internet. 

2. Reading a text and relating ideas. Outlining. Rephrasing. 

 

3. Arguing in groups. Drawing conclusions from a video.  

4. Searching information on the internet. 

5. Eliciting information. 

6. Relating statements and examples. 

7. Writing reports. Storytelling. 

8. Concluding. 

9. Creating and presenting orally a hero. 

10. 11. Speaking and writing, expressing personal feelings. 
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FINAL PRODUCT An oral presentation about a mythic hero or a modern-day hero. A portfolio with all the elements worked in class 

 

 

KEY COMPETENCES 

1 Linguistic communication Yes (every session) 

2 Cultural awareness and expression Yes (every session) 

3 Digital competence Yes (every session) 

4 Mathematical Non 

5 Learning to learn Yes (every session) 

6 Sense of initiative and entrepreneurship Yes (in the oral presentation, students are asked to be original and creative) 

7 Interaction with the physical world Non 

8 Social and civic competences Yes (first and sixth session) 
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CONTENTS (Knowledge and Skills) 

TOPIC-RELATED CONTENTS TOPIC-RELATED SKILLS 

1. Ancient Greek mythology (main features; gods and 
heroes) 

2. The most famous and prominent heroes of Greek 
mythology (Heracles, Theseus, Perseus, Jason, 
Bellerephon, Orpheus and a name list of heroes of the 
Trojan War, like Achilles, Odysseus, Hector...) 

3. Mythic creatures (Pegasus, Chimera, Gorgon...) and 
brigands (Procustes…) 

4. Modern-day heroes (main features; famous or unknown 
people) 

5. Sayings in English, Spanish or Catalan that come from 
mythic heroes or creatures 

6. Parts and practice of an oral presentation in English 

-Reading, listening, chatting, arguing, speaking, storytelling... 
-Recalling, searching, summarizing, reporting... 
-Applying, relating, eliciting, synthetizing, creating... 

 

CONTENT-OBLIGATORY LANGUAGE 
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Vocabulary related to gods and goddesses, heroes and heroines, creatures… of ancient Greek mythology.  
Vocabulary related to modern-day heroes.  
Vocabulary related to oral presentations. 
Describing people or objects: A hero is someone who / a sickle is an tool used for… 
Describing facts of the past. Storytelling. Expressions like “Once upon a time”… / the simple past. 
Expressing opinions: I think that / I am pretty sure that / I agree / I don’t agree… 

 

PERSONAL and EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

This project will allow students to appreciate the importance of knowing the classical culture and, also, to appreciate the 
importance of enhancing our consciousness about the heroes in our time. 
This project will make  the  effort  to  participate  in  class and be collaborative 

 

MATERIALS and  RESOURCES 

Articles, videos, internet, pictures, webpages, photocopies, a final portfolio … 
 

REFERENCES 

CNN modern-day heroes, article from Hestie Barnard Gerber, Sophia Kokkinou’s Greek mythology, www.theoi.com, 
www.wingedsandals.com, Collaborative learning Project, Encyclopaedia mythica, The encyclopaedia of mythology, The Storyteller 
(Perseus and the Gorgon), self-assessment checklist… 
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UNIT OVERVIEW 

Session Activities Timing Skills Interaction CMC Assessment 

 

 

1 (introduction) 

Identify a hero. Definition of 

hero 

10 m. Arguing Group and 

teacher-led 

Yes Self-assessment 

Features of modern-day heroes 15 m. Reading, speaking Individual 

work 

Non Teacher assessment 

Videos about CNN modern-day 

heroes 

25 m. Listening, understanding, 

speaking, eliciting 

Group 

interaction 

Yes Peer and teacher 

assessment 

---      

 

 

2 

(exemplification) 

Mythic heroes 20 m. Reading, understanding, 

relating 

Individual 

work 

Non Teacher assessment 

Identify mythic heroes 15 m. Searching information, 

linking 

Group 

interaction 

Yes Self-assessment 

An example: Perseus 15 m. Searching information, 

summarizing 

Group 

interaction 

Yes Teacher assessment 

---      
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3 (consolidation) 

Perseus and the Gorgon 1 25 Reading, asking questions, 

eliciting information, 

answering questions 

Group 

interaction 

Non Peer assessment 

Perseus and the Gorgon 2 25 Matching vocabulary, 

Reading, relating pictures 

Individual 

work 

Non Teacher assessment 

Homework for revision 5  Individual 

work 

Non  

---      

 

 

4 (extension) 

Revision 10 Matching vocabulary, filling 

in the gaps 

Group 

interaction 

Non Teacher and peer 

assessment 

Video 1 20 Listening, understanding, 

answering questions 

Individual 

work 

Yes Teacher and peer 

assessment 

Video 2 20 Listening, understanding, 

answering questions 

Individual 

work 

Yes Teacher and peer 

assessment 

Homework for revision 5  Individual 

work 

Non  

 

 

      

Revision 10   Non Teacher assesment 
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5 (group 

interaction; 

students’ 

project) 

Oral presentation (language 

assistant) 

20 Listening, understanding Group 

interaction 

Non --- 

Preparing an oral presentation 25 Searching, synthetizing, 

preparing 

Group 

interaction 

Yes Teacher and language 

assistant assessment 

 

 

 

6 (oral 

presentation) 

Oral presentation 5/8 m. 

(7 

groups 

of 

three) 

Speaking, introducing, giving 

objectives, organizing and 

sequencing ideas, 

concluding, thanking the 

audience 

Group 

interaction 

Yes Teacher and peer 

assessment 

Portfolio (homework)  Summarizing, synthetizing, 

reporting 

Individual 

work 

Yes Teacher assessment 

---      

---      

 

 



     

 

 Adapted from CLIL-SI 2015. More information at: http: //grupsderecerca.uab.cat/clilsi/ 

SESSION-BY-SESSION PLANNING:  

SESSION 1 (INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC). January, 26
th

  

Activity 1 

Activity description Identify a hero. Definition of hero. Definition of modern-day hero 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing  
Conversation 

Input Listening  
Reading 
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT What makes a hero? What makes a modern-day hero? Main features 
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Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Hero, modern-day hero, Definitions of hero: a man of distinguished courage or ability, admired 
for his brave deeds and noble qualities / a person who, in the opinion of others, has heroic 
qualities or has performed a heroic act and is regarded as a model or ideal / (according to 
classical mythology) a being of godlike prowess and beneficence who often came to be honored 
as a divinity 

Expressing opinions and keep conversations going: I think that / I am pretty sure that / I totally 
agree with / Don’t you see that / In my opinion / Yes, perhaps, but / I don’t think so / I’m afraid I 
can’t agree... 

Expressing cause: The reason why we have choosen ...... is that ...... / We’ve chosen ........ 
because.... 

Definitions: A hero is someone who... 

Describe and compare people... 

Timing 10 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Pictures, internet,  

Assessment Self-assessment in the classroom 

Activity 2 
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Activity description Main features of modern-day heroes 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 

Input Reading 

Subject-matter CONTENT What makes a modern-day hero? Main features 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Specific vocabulary from the article: worship, pretend to, feat, heroic act, willing mind, willing 

heart, overwhelming, desensitize, superpowers, ordinary and extraordinary, skocking, 

superpowers… 

Timing 15 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Non 

Material Article from Hestie Barnard webpage 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom. Revision. 

Activity 3 

Activity description View and understand a video about CNN modern-day he roes 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 
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Input Listening 
Reading 
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT Examples of modern-day heroes from CNN videos 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Specific vocabulary from the videos: garbage, clean up… / non-profit, stray dogs, bond / 

babysitting 

Timing 25 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Peer interaction / groups of three 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Internet, webpage 

Assessment Peer assessment and teacher assessment in the classroom. Revision. 
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SESSION 1. INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC. 

January, 26 th  

Activity 1  

Who are these people? Which one do you think is a h ero? Why? Discuss it with your partner 
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……………………………………..…………….    ………………………………………………. 

Now, try to define “hero” with your own words and ag ree on one definition with your partners. Afterward s, look for a 
definition in a dictionary or on the internet and c opy it in your notebook 

DEFINITION OF HERO: 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

Activity 2 

Read the following text from Hestie Barnard Gerber (May 31, 2013) and answer the following questions 

First, match the following words with their definition: 

worship    the state of being morally bad 

aware    having knowledge of something 

overwhelming   to show a strong feeling of respect for a god 

depravity to cause someone to experience something less strongly than before 

desensitize   to be happy to do something if it is needed 

willing something difficult needing a lot of skill, courage, etc to achieve 

feat    difficult to fight against 



     

 

 Adapted from CLIL-SI 2015. More information at: http: //grupsderecerca.uab.cat/clilsi/ 

pretend    to behave as if something is true    

 

“As children we all had our favourite superheroes. We loved them, worshipped them, pretended to be them, dressed like them and 
even talked like them. Now that we’re adults, we are all too well aware that heroes are in high demand but can rarely be found. The 
overwhelming ugliness and depravity found everywhere in the world today, has desensitized us to the point where hardly anything 
seems shocking or repulsive anymore. Luckily we don’t need superpowers or a cape to make  a difference in the world. To 
accomplish heroic acts, all we need is a willing mi nd and a willing heart . Many of the courageous, self-sacrificing people on 
this list were nominated as CNN heroes. They have all proven that an ordinary person can achieve extraordinary feats and make a 
difference in the lives of others”. 

What are the main ideas of the article?  

Main ideas: ……………………. 

 

 

What is, according to Hestie Barnard, a modern-day hero? Choose the best definition: 

1. Someone who helps people 
2. Someone who has made a huge contribution for the community 
3. Someone who fights for a good cause and positive makes a difference in the world 

 

Do you agree with the statement in bold? Warning: If your answer is “Yes”, it is possible that, who knows, you will become a real 
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hero in the future! 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

Activity 3 

Make groups of three and watch each of you one of t hese videos and read also one of these articles. Ta ke notes and 
explain briefly the main ideas to your partners. De cide which one of the three CNN Heroes of the years  2013, 2014 and 
2015 is the best. Why? 

1. Rivers' garbageman named CNN Hero of the Year 20 13 

http://edition.cnn.com/2013/11/19/world/hero-of-the-year/ 

2. CNN Hero of the Year reunites soldiers with stra y animals 

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/11/18/world/2014-cnn-he ro-of-the-year-pen-farthing/  
3. 2015 CNN Hero of the Year Maggie Doyne helps wom en, children in Nepal 

http://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/17/world/cnn-hero-of -the-year-2015/  

 

  

Our best CNN modern-day hero is: ………………………………, because we think that ……… 
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SESSION 2 (EXEMPLIFICATION). January, 28
th

  

Activity 1 

Activity description Greek mythology. Mythic heroes 

Outcomes Writing 
 

Input Reading 
 

Subject-matter CONTENT What makes a mythic hero? 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Deified, mortals and gods, demigods, offspring, extraordinary deeds, mysterious lands, 

overcome obstacles, body and soul, worship, carry into heaven, protectors and guardians, 

founder, monster, saint, kill or slay… 

Timing 20 m.  

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Non 

Material Article by Sophia kokkinou (reading comprehension) 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom. Revision. 

Activity 2 

Activity description Identify mythic heroes and monsters 
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Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 

Input Reading 
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT Heroes and their deeds, terrible monsters 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Perseus and the Gorgon (Medusa), Heracles and his twelve labours (the Nemean lion, or the 

Lernaean Hydra, or Cerberus…), Bellerophon and Chimaera, Theseus and Procrustes and 

Minotaur,… 

Timing 15 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Peer interaction 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Webpages, images from Creative Commons 

Assessment Self-assessment and teacher assessment in the classroom. Revision 

Activity 3 

Activity description An example of mythic hero: Perseus 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 
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Input Reading 
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT Perseus, the son of the gold shower 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Birth, childhood, chest, youth, deeds, tragic end… 

Timing 15 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Peer interaction 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Internet 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom. Revision. 

 

SESSION 2. EXEMPLIFICATION. MYTHIC HEROES.  

January, 28 th  

Activity 1 

Read this text from Greek Mythology, by Sophia Kokkinou and make sure you understand a ll the ideas. 

The heroes of Greek mythology were mortals who became deified. They were offspring of marriages between gods and mortals, so 
they were half-god, half-human. 

They lived in the world among mankind and did wonderful and extraordinary deeds. Their guests took them to mysterious lands in 
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order to overcome strange obstacles and fight fierce monsters. 

Their bodies died, but their souls lived for ever. Some were even carried into heaven. On their deaths, most of the heroes became 
demi-gods and protectors, and guardians of the cities where they were buried. Their worship was similar in many ways to the 
medieval veneration of the saints of the Christian church. 

The most famous and prominent heroes of Greek mythology are: Heracles, Theseus, Perseus, Jason, Bellerephon, Orpheus and a 
name list of heroes of the Trojan war (Achilles, Odysseus, Hector…) 

 

 

Now, sure you can relate the following heroes to th ese statements from the text: 

1. Perseus was son of 

Zeus and Danae 

They lived in the world among mankind and did 

wonderful and extraordinary deeds. Numbers: ………… 

2. Heracles became a 

god and married the 

goddess Hebe 

They were offspring of marriages between gods and 

mortals. Numbers: …………… 

3. Heracles killed the 

Nemean lion 

Some were even carried into heaven. Numbers: ………. 

4. Theseus is the 

founder of the 

Athenian democracy 

Most of the heroes became demi-gods and protectors, 

and guardians of the cities where they were buried. 

Numbers: ……….. 
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5. Perseus founded 

Mycenae and his 

son, Perses, became 

the ruler of a 

country which was 

called after his 

name 

 

6. Theseus killed the 

brigands Periphetes, 

Sciron and 

Procrustes 

 

7. Heracles was the 

son of Zeus and 

Alcmena 

 

8. Bellerephon slew 

Chimaera, a 

monster with a 

lion’s head, a goat’s 

body and a long 

snake for a tail 

9. Theseus killed the 

Minotaur, “part 
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man and part bull” 

10. Orpheus’ lyre was 

carried to heaven by 

the Muses and was 

placed among the 

stars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 

Try to identify these monsters. Who slew them? You can find this information at http://www.theoi.com/  or at Winged 
sandals -ABC 

Images from Creative Commons:  



     

 

 Adapted from CLIL-SI 2015. More information at: http: //grupsderecerca.uab.cat/clilsi/ 
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Activity 3  

AN EXAMPLE OF MYTHIC HERO: THE SON OF THE GOLD SHOW ER 

Look for some basic information on the internet (Wi kipedia, for example) in order to find out who was the son of the Gold Shower. 
Write only the main facts about his life filling in  the following gaps 

Name: 

 

Name Father / Name Mother / Name Grandfather: 

 

Birth 

 

Three main deeds: 

 

 

Tragic end of his father: 
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SESSION 3 (CONSOLIDATION). February, 4
th

  

Activity 1 

Activity description Perseus and the Gorgon 1 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 

Input Reading 

Subject-matter CONTENT Perseus slew the Gorgon 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Danae, Zeus, Perseus, Polydectes, Dictis, Medusa, Hermes, Athena, Andromeda, presents 

(cap, winged sandals, shield, sickle, bag), evil, stone, cut off a head, snakes,  

Timing 25 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Peer interaction 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Non 

Material Three versions of a text and questions about them (collaborative learning) 

Assessment Peer assessment and teacher assessment in the classroom 

Activity 2 

Activity description Perseus and the Gorgon 2 



     

 

 Adapted from CLIL-SI 2015. More information at: http: //grupsderecerca.uab.cat/clilsi/ 

Outcomes Writing 

Input Reading 

Subject-matter CONTENT Link a story with some images 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Adrift, quest, acquire, satchel, accomplish, drip, bargain, prophecy… 

Timing 25 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Non 

Material Article adapted from Encyclopaedia mythica 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom (revision) 

Activity 3 

Activity description Homework for revision 

Outcomes Writing 

Input Reading 

Subject-matter CONTENT Completed the story filling in the gaps 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Thwart, cast, manhood, hag, stow, shut up, fishermen, shore, nymphs, gift… 

Timing 20 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
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CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Non 

Material Articles from The encyclopaedia of mythology 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom (general revision) 

 

SESSION 3. CONSOLIDATION.  

February, 4 th  

Activity 1    

PERSEUS AND THE GORGON (adapted from Collaborative learning) 

Work in groups of three. You have three different v ersions of the text with a common question sheet. I n order to answer 
the following questions properly you will have to u se your own information as well as collaborate with  your partners, 
asking questions and eliciting information. 

 

1. Who were Perseus' mother and father? 

2. What is a Gorgon? 

3. What presents did Perseus receive? 

4. Who was the evil king? 
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5. What happens if you looked into a Gorgon's eyes? 

6. Who gave Perseus the presents and why? 

7. Why was Andromeda crying? 

8. How did Perseus kill the sea monster? 

9. What was the name of the Gorgon that Perseus killed? 

10. What happened to Polydectes at the end? 

11. What happened to Andromeda at the end? 

12. What present do you think was the most useful and why? 

 

Perseus and the Gorgon. Text A 

Perseus was the son of Danae. Zeus, the chief of the Gods, was his father. Danae was captured by Polydectes, the evil king of the 
island of Seriphos. Polydectes wanted to marry Danae, but she did not want to marry him. Perseus said he would fight Polydectes, 
but Polydectes said he did not want to fight him. Polydectes said he would not marry Danae if Perseus captured a Gorgon's head. 
This was very dangerous because anyone who looked at the Gorgon's eyes would turn to stone. Perseus managed to cut off a 
Gorgon's head and was able to use it to turn Polydectes to stone 

Activity 1   

PERSEUS AND THE GORGON (adapted from Collaborative learning) 
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Work in groups of three. You have three different v ersions of the text with a common question sheet. I n order to answer 
the following questions properly you will have to u se your own information as well as collaborate with  your partners, 
asking questions and eliciting information. 

 

1. Who were Perseus' mother and father? 

2. What is a Gorgon? 

3. What presents did Perseus receive? 

4. Who was the evil king? 

5. What happens if you looked into a Gorgon's eyes? 

6. Who gave Perseus the presents and why? 

7. Why was Andromeda crying? 

8. How did Perseus kill the sea monster? 

9. What was the name of the Gorgon that Perseus killed? 

10. What happened to Polydectes at the end? 

11. What happened to Andromeda at the end? 

12. What present do you think was the most useful and why? 
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Perseus and the Gorgon. Text B 

Perseus was the son of Zeus, the chief of all the Gods. Perseus asked Zeus for help in capturing a Gorgon's head. Gorgons were 
monsters who would kill any person. Zeus asked Hermes and Athena to help Perseus. Hermes was the messenger of the Gods and 
Athena was the goddess of wisdom. They gave Perseus five presents to help him capture a Gorgon's head. They gave him a cap, 
to make him invisible; winged sandals, to make him fly; a bright shield to protect him and use as a mirror; a curved knife called a 
sickle, to cut through anything; and a shoulder bag, to carry anything he wanted to. Perseus later became king of Seriphos and 
thanked the gods for his presents. 

 

Activity 1   

PERSEUS AND THE GORGON (adapted from Collaborative learning) 

Work in groups of three. You have three different v ersions of the text with a common question sheet. I n order to answer 
the following questions properly you will have to u se your own information as well as collaborate with  your partners, 
asking questions and eliciting information. 

 

1. Who were Perseus' mother and father? 

2. What is a Gorgon? 

3. What presents did Perseus receive? 
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4. Who was the evil king? 

5. What happens if you looked into a Gorgon's eyes? 

6. Who gave Perseus the presents and why? 

7. Why was Andromeda crying? 

8. How did Perseus kill the sea monster? 

9. What was the name of the Gorgon that Perseus killed? 

10. What happened to Polydectes at the end? 

11. What happened to Andromeda at the end? 

12. What present do you think was the most useful and why? 

Perseus and the Gorgon. Text C 

Perseus flew to the Gorgons' island. Gorgons were monsters with snakes in their hair. If anyone looked in a Gorgon's eyes they 
turned to stone. Perseus found a Gorgon called Medusa.. Perseus put on his cap so that Medusa could not see him. He cut off 
Medusa's head with his sickle, and put the head in his shoulder bag. Perseus was flying back to Seriphos when he saw a young 
woman crying because she was chained to a rock near the sea. The young woman's name was Andromeda. She had been chained 
to the rock by her evil father. Perseus liked the look of Andromeda and said he would help her. Perseus cut Andromeda free with 
his sickle. Suddenly a sea monster came to kill Andromeda. Perseus took Medusa's head out of his bag and pointed it at the sea 
monster. The monster turned to stone. Perseus took Andromeda back to Seriphos and married her and then she became queen. 
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Activity 2  

PERSEUS AND THE GORGON (adapted from Encyclopaedia mythica) 

Now that you know the entire story, sure you can re ad and link the best image. First, match the follow ing words with 
their meaning 

adrift  shield  

Aegis floating on the water without being tied to anything 
or controlled by anyone 

Redoubtable a man who tries to gain the love of a woman 

Satchel 

Conceive 

kill  

to form a notion or an idea, image 

Slay causing or deserving great fear or respect, formidable 

Suitor a type of poisonous snake  

to get rid of someone remove  

Viper 

drip 

bargain 

small bag 

to negotiate the terms of an agreement 

fall in drops 
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Perseus was the son of Zeus and Danae. Zeus had visited Danae as a golden shower and Perseus had born (image number...…..). 
Danae's father, King Acrisius, set Danae and her son adrift on the sea because of a prophecy that Perseus would kill him. The two 
were taken in by Polydectes, the king of Seriphus. Polydectes later conceived a passion for Danae, but was unable to force his 
attentions on her because Perseus had grown into a redoubtable protector. To get rid of Perseus, Polydectes sent him on a quest to 
bring back the head of the Gorgon Medusa, a snake-haired maiden who turned all who saw her into stone (image number…….). 

Perseus accomplished his quest with the help of Hermes and Athena. He went first to the Gorgons' sisters, the Graiae, who had 
only one eye and one tooth which they shared among themselves. Perseus took the eye and the tooth, and agreed to give them 
back only if the Graiae helped him in his quest. They helped him acquire –from friendly nymphs- a pair of winged sandals (image 
number …..), a wallet or satchel, and the cap of Hades; the sandals enabled him to fly, the satchel was to carry the Gorgon's head, 
and the cap conferred invisibility on its wearer. Wearing the cap, he approached Medusa, looking only at her reflection in his shield, 
and cut off her head (image number..…..) 

As he flew back over Africa on his way home, he encountered Atlas (image number …..); in the course of a struggle, he used the 
Gorgon's head to turn Atlas to stone (thereby forming the Atlas Mountains). He also dripped blood from the head onto the sands of 
the African desert, giving birth to the deadly vipers of that region. Later in the journey he saw the maiden Andromeda chained naked 
to a rock by the sea as a sacrifice to a sea monster (image number..…..). He fell in love with her and bargained with her father, 
Cepheus, for her hand in marriage if he killed the monster. He succeeded in slaying the beast, but at the wedding feast Phineus, a 
suitor of Andromeda, angrily demanded the bride. In the battle which followed, Perseus used Medusa's head to turn Phineus and 
his followers into stone. 

When he returned to Seriphus, he found that Polydectes was still persecuting Danae. He used the Gorgon's head once again, and 
turned Polydectes to stone. He then gave the sandals, satchel and cap to Hermes; he gave the Gorgon's head to Athena, who 
emblazoned it upon the aegis which protected her in battle. Finally he returned to Acrisius' kingdom, where he fulfilled the prophecy 
by accidentally killing the king while throwing the discus. 
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See again picture number 3. Can you relate Perseus killing the monster and saving Andromeda to a well-known saint? Discuss it in 
groups of three. 

…………………. 

 

Activity 3  

HOMEWORK: REVISION 

Cotterell, Arthur: The encyclopedia of Mythology 

1. Text 1. Fill in the gaps with a suitable word from this list: golden, chest, Danae, Zeus, tower, fishermen, Acrisius, shores  

First, match the following words with their meaning: 

Thwart    Throw 

Cast    To prevent (something being done by someone) 

Prophecy   A statement that says what is going to happen 

 

Perseus was the son of ………………………… and ……………………., daughter of ………………………….., king of Argos. Danae 
had been shut up in a bronze …………………………. in order to thwart a prophecy that if she had a son he would kill Acrisius. But 
Zeus visited her as a ……………………. shower and Perseus was born. A terrified Acrisius placed mother and son in a wooden 
……………………. and cast it on the sea. The protection of Zeus, however, was enough to bring them safely to the 

……………………. of the island of Seriphos, where Perseus grew up among ……………………... 
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Text 2: Fill in the gaps with a suitable word from this list: Polidectes, bag, glance, shield, sisters, Athena, Medusa, eye, nymphs,  

First, match the following words with their meaning: 

Manhood  An ugly old woman 

Hag   To put something in a place 

Stow   The state of being adult 

 

On reaching manhood Perseus was sent by the local ruler ……………………….., to fetch the head of the Gorgon …………………., 
a very dangerous task. Luckily for the hero the goddess ………………………. hated Medusa and instructed him how to proceed. 
First he visited the Graiae, three old hags who shared a single ………………….. Perseus seized the eye and obliged the Graiae to 
tell him about the nature of the Gorgons, their three dreadful ………………………….. 

Most important of all, they informed him how a direct ………………………… from Medusa’s eyes would turn him to stone. He also 
received three useful gifts from some friendly ……………………….: a cap of invisibility, winged shoes and a …………………… for 
Medusa’s head. Ready for the exploit at last, Perseus put on the shoes and flew to the Gorgon’s cave in the far west. Careful not to 
look at Medusa directly, he approached by watching her reflection in his …………………………….. Having cut off Medusa’s head 
and stowed it in his bag, Perseus flew away unseen by her two sisters. 

 

What’s the meaning of “Under the aegis of the University”? Try to find a synonymous of this expression 

…………………………. 
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SESSION 4 (EXTENSION). February, 5
th

  

Activity 1 

Activity description Revision 

Timing 10 m. 

Activity 2 

Activity description Video 1 (The Storyteller: Perseus and the Gorgon) 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 

Input Listening  
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT Understanding a film 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Oracle, laughter, shadow,  

Timing 20 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Peer interaction  
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material The Storyteller 
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Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom (revision) 

Activity 3 

Activity description Video 2 (The storyteller: Perseus and the Gorgon) 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 

Input Listening  
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT Understanding a film 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Punishment… 

Timing 20 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 
Peer interaction  
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material The Storyteller 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom (revision) 

Activity 4 

Activity description Homework for revision: a summary 

Outcomes Writing 
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Input Listening 
Reading  
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT Summary of the story of Atlas 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE  

Timing 20 

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Video, internet 

Assessment Teacher assessment  

 

SESSION 4. EXTENSION.  

February, 5 th  

Activity 1  

Can you deduce who says these words? The oracle, Ac risius, Danae, Dictis, Polidectes or Perseus? Watch  the first video 
about Perseus and the Gorgon and check your answers . 

  

“Danae will have a boy” –  
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“And this boy, one day, will kill you” – 

“Lights! Give me lights!” -  

“No songs, no laughter, no joy” - 

“What’s the world like?” -  

“You fight monsters with it” - 

“Her hair is a nest of poisonous snakes” -  

“Take this chest and shut in it my daughter and her son” - 

“Look what the sea brought us” -  

“I remember the prison; there was a narrow window” - 

“Come and live with me” -  

“How would you like to live in a palace full of shadows?” - 

“His name is Polidectes, king of all this island” - 

“I have no gold, the chest is empty” – 

“I’ll bring you something better than gold” – 
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Activity 2  

Watch the second video and answer briefly these que stions 

What was Medusa like? 

Who helped Perseus? 

Who were the Graiae? 

Which three gifts did Perseus received from the nymphs? 

Which material was the cap of invisibility? 

What was the punishment for Atlas? 

Why couldn’t Perseus turn? 

 

Finally, decide if these statements are true or fal se:  

-Dictis was turned on stone 

-Oracles are always true 
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Activity 3  

HOMEWORK FOR EXTENSION 

Watch again these videos, search on the internet and summarize briefly the story about Atlas (80 words maximum). Here you are 
some beginnings that can help you: 

Atlas was one of the Titans… 

 

Zeus condemned him to… 

 

In the myth of the Twelve Labours of Heracles, …………… 
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SESSION 5 (STUDENTS’ PROJECT / THIS SESSION WILL BE ATTENDED BY THE LANGUAGE ASSISTANT). 

February, 9
th

  

Activity 1 

Activity description Revision 

Timing 10 m. 
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Activity 2 

Activity description Model of oral presentation, which will be given by our language assistant 

Outcomes Speaking 
Conversation 

Input Listening  
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT A modern-day hero 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE ------ 

Timing 20 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction 
Teacher led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material  

Assessment No assessment  

Activity 3 

Activity description Preparing an oral presentation 

 

Outcomes 

Speaking 
Writing 
Conversation 

Input Listening 
Reading 
Viewing 
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Subject-matter CONTENT Oral presentation in English 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Greet the audience, Introduce yourself and the subject, Give your objectives, Announce your 

outline, Questions and comments from the audience, Organize your ideas logically 

(chronological order, for example), Sequence your ideas, List information, Link ideas, Give a 

brief reminder of what you tried to show in your speech, Present a short conclusion, Thank the 

audience, Invite the audience to ask questions… 

Timing 25 m. 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction / Groups of three  
Teacher-led interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Internet, articles, pictures… The language assistant will help students 

Assessment Teacher assessment in the classroom 
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SESSION 6 (ORAL PRESENTATION). February, 23
rd

   

Activity 1 

Activity description Oral presentation 

Outcomes Speaking 
Conversation 

Input --- 

Subject-matter CONTENT Hero / Modern-day hero 

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE Vocabulary specific of each presentation: Can we have your attention, please? / We’re going to 

talk about / Our presentation is divided in X parts / Firstly, secondly, thirdly, finally / Next, we’re 

going to talk about / As you can see from the photograph / As you know / The next point is / On 

the other hand / To conclude / We would like to thank for your attention / Feel free to ask any 

questions… 

Timing 5/8 m. per group 

Format of interaction / Grouping Peer interaction 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material Computer, notes… 

Assessment Peer assessment (see grid) and teacher assessment 

Activity 2 
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Activity description Homework (creating a portfolio) 

Outcomes Writing 

Input Listening 
Reading 
Viewing 

Subject-matter CONTENT  

Content-Obligatory LANGUAGE All the vocabulary worked in classroom 

Timing  

Format of interaction / Grouping Individual work 

CMC (Computer Mediated Communication) Yes 

Material All material showed and worked in class 

Assessment Self-assessment (checklist) and teacher assessment 

 

SESSIONS 5 AND 6. YOUR OWN PROJECT.  

February 9 th and 23 rd   

Activity 1  

BECOME A REAL STORYTELLER AND TELL US A STORY ABOUT  A MYTHIC HERO… OR A MODERN-DAY HERO. YOU 
DECIDE 
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Mythic heroes. Groups of three: someone who presents the myth and the parts of the presentation, someone who deals with the 
main story and someone who draws some interesting conclusions and ask for questions to the audience. 

Proposals: Hercules / Jason / Theseus / Bellerephon… or whoever 

--------------------- 

Modern-day heroes. Groups of three: someone who presents the biography and the parts of the presentation, someone who 
explains the main deeds of the hero or heroine and someone who draws some interesting conclusions and ask for questions to the 
audience. 

Proposals: Martin Luther King / Nelson Mandela / Dian Fossey… or whoever 

-Session 5 (Preparing a five-minutes presentation in English in groups of three) / Session 6 (Oral presentation in English a fortnight 
afterwards) 

Remember the activity achieved last December, when we studied the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice. There are three parts to a 

typical presentation: beginning, middle and end (introduction, body and conclusion).  

1. Greet the audience / Introduce yourself / Give title and introduce subject / Give your objectives / Announce your outline / Questions and 

comments from the audience 

2. Organize your ideas logically (chronological order, for example) / Sequence your ideas / List information / Link ideas…  

3. Give a brief reminder of what you tried to show in your speech / Present a short conclusion / Thank the audience / Invite the audience to 

ask questions 
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HOMEWORK. CREATE A PORTFOLIO 

Essential parts: 1. Reviewed exercises / 2. Main ideas and an image about all mythic heroes and modern-day heroes worked in 
class / 3. Student’s conclusions / 4. Summary of the oral presentation. 

 

TEACHER ASSESSMENT FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS 

In the 

classroom 

5 4 3 2 1 

Recalling information  The student 

can easily 

remember all 

the contents 

The student 

can easily 

remember the 

main contents 

The student 

can remember 

the most 

information 

The student 

can remember 

some 

information 

The student 

can 

remember 

very little 

information 

Understanding  

information 

The student 

understands 

very well all 

the contents 

The student 

understands 

well the main 

contents 

The student 

understands 

fairly well the 

main concepts 

The student 

understands 

some concepts 

The student 

finds it 

difficult to 

understand 

concepts 

Applying information  The student 

can apply very 

well the 

information to 

talk about 

related 

The student 

can apply well 

the information 

to talk about 

related 

concepts 

The student 

can apply fairly 

well the 

information to 

talk about 

related 

The student 

can apply 

somewhat the 

information to 

talk about 

related 

The student 

can apply 

very little the 

information to 

talk about 

related 
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concepts concepts concepts concepts 

Searching 

information 

The student 

demonstrates 

searching 

persistence 

and excellent 

ability to refine 

search 

strategy 

The student 

demonstrates 

searching 

persistence 

and ability to 

refine search 

strategy 

The student 

demonstrates 

some ability to 

refine search 

strategy 

The student 

demonstrates 

simple ability 

to refine 

search 

strategy 

Information 

sources are 

inadequate 

Expository writing  (strong level) 

The student 

focuses on the 

main idea, 

presents 

information 

clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

are accurate 

(moderately 

strong level) 

The student 

focuses on the 

main idea, 

presents 

information 

clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

are accurate 

(average level) 

The student 

focuses on the 

main idea, 

presents 

information 

clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

are accurate 

(moderately 

weak level) 

The student 

focuses on the 

main idea, 

presents 

information 

clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

are accurate 

(weak level) 

The student 

focuses on 

the main 

idea, 

presents 

information 

clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

are accurate 

English l istening  The student 

shows a very 

good general 

understanding 

of all 

The student 

shows a good 

general 

understanding 

of  vocabulary 

The student 

shows an 

average 

understanding 

of vocabulary 

While the 

student 

doesn’t 

understand all 

the vocabulary 

The student 

doesn’t 

understand 

enough 

vocabulary or 
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vocabulary 

and 

information, 

completing 

well all the 

questions. 

and 

information, 

completing 

fairly well all 

the questions 

and 

information, 

completing 

most of the 

questions 

and 

information, he 

is able to 

complete 

some 

questions 

information to 

answer the 

questions 

English speaking  The student 

speaks 

properly and 

fluently (strong 

level) 

(moderately 

strong level) 

(average level) (moderately 

weak level) 

The student 

hardly ever 

speak 

English 

(weak level) 

Working 

collaboratively 

The student is 

always 

supportive of 

the efforts of 

the team 

members. 

They work 

together very 

well 

The student is 

almost always 

supportive of 

the efforts of 

the team 

members. 

They work 

together  well 

The student is 

usually 

supportive of 

the efforts of 

the team 

members. 

They work 

together fairly 

well 

The student is 

often 

supportive of 

the efforts of 

the team 

members.  

The student 

is rarely 

supportive of 

the efforts of 

the team 

members 

Inferring meanings  The student 

explains the 

key message 

very clearly 

and thoroughly 

The student 

explains the 

key message 

clearly 

The student 

explains the 

key message 

effectively 

The student 

explains the 

key message 

partially 

The student 

hardly ever 

explains the 

key message 
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INDIVIDUAL 

PORTFOLIO 

Strong level Moderately 

strong level 

Average 

level 

Moderately 

weak level 

Weak level 

CONTENTS      

PRESENTATION      

ACCURACY      

 

 

GROUP PROJECT-

ORAL PRESENTATION 

5 4 3 2 1 

Participation  All group 

members 

participate 

equally 

All group 

members 

participate 

Some group 

members 

participate 

Only two 

members 

participate 

Only one 

member 

participates 

Speaking  (above 

expected 

level) The 

students 

speak loudly 

and clearly 

(good level)  (average 

level)  

(barely 

acceptable 

level)  

(below 

expected 

level, poor) 

The 

students 

don’t’ speak 

loudly and 

clearly 

Organization  (above (good level)  (average (barely (below 
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expected 

level) The 

students 

have a 

coherent 

pattern of 

organization 

and plan a 

conclusion 

level)  acceptable 

level)  

expected 

level, poor) 

The 

students 

don’t’ have 

a coherent 

pattern of 

organization 

nor plan a 

conclusion  

English language  Very 

accurate  

Accurate Average Poor Very poor 

Searching information  The student 

demonstrates 

searching 

persistence 

and excellent 

ability to 

refine search 

strategy 

The student 

demonstrates 

searching 

persistence 

and ability to 

refine search 

strategy 

The student 

demonstrates 

some ability 

to refine 

search 

strategy 

The student 

demonstrates 

simple ability 

to refine 

search 

strategy 

Information 

sources are 

inadequate 

Expository  (strong level) 

The students 

focus on the 

main idea, 

present 

information 

(moderately 

strong level)  

(average 

level)  

(moderately 

weak level)  

(weak level) 

The 

students 

don’t focus 

on the main 

idea, don’t 
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clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and grammar 

are accurate 

present 

information 

clearly. The 

spelling, 

punctuation 

and 

grammar 

aren’t 

accurate 

Outcom e The oral 

presentation 

has been a 

very real 

success 

The oral 

presentation 

has been 

quite 

successful 

The oral 

presentation 

has been 

acceptable 

There has 

been some 

problems 

with the  oral 

presentation 

The oral 

presentation 

hasn’t 

worked well 

Parts of the o ral 

presentation. Accuracy 

Strong level Moderately 

strong level 

Average level Weak level Poor 

Peer assessment 

about the oral 

presentation 

Between 16 

and 13 marks 

Between 12 

and 10 marks 

9 or 8 marks 7 or 6 marks 5 or less 
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PEER ASSESSMENT ABOUT THE ORAL PRESENTATION 

ITEMS Group 1 2 3  4  5  6  7 

Introduced themselves        

Gave overview of presentation        
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Had a coherent pattern of organization        

Emphasised key points        

Gave sufficient detail to the main points        

Summarised key points before finishing        

Spoke loudly enough to be heard by 

everybody in the classroom 

       

Looked at entire audience        

Smiled and looked relaxed        

Used gestures to help convey meaning        

Did not read much from notes        

Pronounced words clearly        

Prepared questions for the audience        

Answered questions with conviction        

Appeared open and confident        

Addressed response to the entire 

audience, not just the person who asked  

       



     

 

 Adapted from CLIL-SI 2015. More information at: http: //grupsderecerca.uab.cat/clilsi/ 

TOTAL MARKS        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 

I. Do you 

Remember the main features of mythic heroes? ___ 

Remember what makes a hero? ___ 

Remember the main facts about the story of Perseus and Medusa and about all the mythic stories worked in class? ___ 

Remember what makes a modern-day hero? ___ 

Remember the main facts about the stories of some modern-day heroes worked in class? ___ 

Understand the key messages of these stories? ___ 

Know the main parts of an oral presentation and some useful phrases and vocabulary? ___ 

Know how to prepare an oral presentation in English? ____ 

II. Can you 
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Read and understand articles in average English? ___ 

Understand the main ideas of a film in English? ___ 

Identify heroes and creatures through images? ___ 

Relate heroes to saints, film stars…? ___ 

Relate heroes to real life? ___ 

Relate heroes to language? ___ 

Express opinions in English? ___ 

Define people or objects in English? ___ 

Tell a story in front of an audience in English? ___ 

III. Did you 

Work individually and collaboratively? ___  

Do research using reliable sources of information? ___ 

Create a portfolio including all the contents worked in class? ___ 

IV. Are you 

Aware of the importance of knowing the historical and cultural background of the classical civilization? ___ 

Aware of the importance of raising awareness about modern-day heroes? ___ 

  

21-18 marks: Very good. Excellent! You have not wasted your time and have achieved the objectives. 

17-15 marks: Good, but there are some issues for improvement. 

14 or less marks: Weak level. You should review the entire project.  


