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DESCRIBING A PAINTING  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Look at the painting and write PRESENT CONTINUOUS sentences using the verbs in the box:                                                                             

 

 

 
1.  _______________________________________________________  
2.  _______________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________ 
4. _______________________________________________________ 
5. _______________________________________________________ 
6. _______________________________________________________ 
7. _______________________________________________________ 

 

1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

WAVE ITS TAIL      LIE ON THE GRASS          HAVE A SWIM        WHISTLE 

SIT BY THE RIVERBANK       SAIL A BOAT 

Bathers at asNières  - Georges seurat 

6 

7 

Bathers at Asnières 1883-84 (retouched 1887) 
79 x 118 1/2 in National Gallery, London 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathers_at_Asni%C3%A8res
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery
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DESCRIBING THE PICTURE 
Answer the following questions about the picture before doing the composition: 
 

• What can you see in the picture?  

• Is it day or night?  

• Where is it?  

• What season is it? 

• Are there any people?  

• Where are they?  

• What are they wearing?  

• What are they doing? 

• What do you think of the painting? 

• How do you feel about it? 

 
Use the structure There is…/There are… and the PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE: 

in /on /next to /on the right of /on the left of /under /in front of /near 
/over… 

 
 Now you can start writing your description: 
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________   

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
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INTERPRETING THE PICTURE 

It shows a group of factory workers 

relaxing by the River Seine at Asnières, 

a popular resort outside Paris. In the 

background, the factories on the 

outskirts of the city are a reminder that 

this free time is brief, and that the men 

will soon be back at work.  

Seurat's Bathers  preceded A Sunday 
Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte, which shows people on the bank of 
the other side of the river. While the bathers at Asnières on the left bank are 
working-class people, it is the bourgeoisie who are on the right bank. The 
bathers are cast in light, while on the Grande Jatte almost everyone is in 
shadows, and there are allusions to lust (a woman with a monkey on a leash) 
and prostitution (a woman "fishing"). Seurat's message has been interpreted as 
implying that the working class represented the future, while the middle classes 
had grown decrepit and ridden with vice. Seen in this light and context, the boy 
who bathes on the other side of the riverbank at Asnières appears to be calling 
out to them, as if to say: "we are the future, come and join.” 

Comprehension questions: 

1.   What is the connection between the two paintings by Seurat? 
2.   How is the landscape important in the paintings? 
3.   What is Seurat’s message by painting these two scenes? 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE PAINTING 

Now you are going to watch a 6-minute video from 
Khan Academy explaining the painting: 
https://youtu.be/9bs1iQ14LJY 

After watching the video, what do you think of 
the painting? Why? 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Sunday_Afternoon_on_the_Island_of_La_Grande_Jatte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Sunday_Afternoon_on_the_Island_of_La_Grande_Jatte
https://youtu.be/9bs1iQ14LJY
https://youtu.be/9bs1iQ14LJY
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 ABOUT THE PAINTER  

'Bathers at Asnières' was the first large-scale painting by the 24-
year old French artist Georges Seurat. Seurat had a rigorous 
artistic training. He trained at the École des Beaux-Arts, a 
famous art school in Paris. But 'The Bathers', his first major 
painting, was far from traditional. Paintings of this great size 
were usually of dramatic scenes featuring famous figures from 
history or the Bible, not ordinary working-class people. 

He was also in the process of inventing a new painting technique, based on 
modern scientific experiments with colour. Though his method was in the early 
stages of development when he painted 'The Bathers', it can still be seen in the 
painting.   
Do you know how it was called?                  

 
ABOUT THE STYLE  

 Listen to the podcast about the style of painting here 
(https://omny.fm/shows/fun-kids/painting-explorers-episode-7-bathers-at-asni-res?t=9s) 

and answer the questions: 

• Who is speaking from the painting? 

• Who in the picture is his master? 
 

 

Now you can read while you listen to it again and do the activities: 
 

Painting Explorers: Bathers at Asnières 
This very special painting, and one that’s a little bit dotty! The Bathers 
at Asnières is by a French impressionist artist called Georges Seurat. He was 
very famous and is particularly well known for creating a style of painting which 
used very small dots of colour to create scenes. This style of painting is known 
as pointillism. Now this painting is 
not quite as dotty as some of Seurat’s 
later work but if you look carefully, you’ll 
see that he has used streaks of contrasting 
colour to create a truly vibrant effect.  
 
In the painting, it’s a sunny day and 
some factory workers are relaxing during a 
break on the banks of the River 
Seine. Have you noticed the dog in the 
front? It looks a little bit like he might 
be hiding from someone, doesn’t it? 
Let’s find out why! 
 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
https://omny.fm/shows/fun-kids/painting-explorers-episode-7-bathers-at-asni-res?t=9s
https://omny.fm/shows/fun-kids/painting-explorers-episode-7-bathers-at-asni-res?t=9s
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“Shh! Of course, I’m hiding! And you haven’t seen me alright? 
My young master – he’s the one in the orangey red dotty hat standing in the 
river – just wants to play. Even though it’s the hottest day in years! Well, he can 
carry on whistling! I’m not moving a paw! 
These workers have the right idea – they’re just relaxing on the cool grass. This 
man that I’ve curled up next to is having a snooze – and there’s a tiny bit of 
shade for me too. 
Ha! Look up the river! I can’t believe that on a hot day like today that guy really 
wants to be rowing those people in that boat. Must be his job! He’s taking those 
very grand people for a trip down the river. They look far too posh to go for a dip. 
Mmm, maybe a dunk in the cool water may be just the right thing! Hang on 
master! I’m coming for a swim!” 
 

1. Look up the words in bold. Do you understand them? 
2. Compare the description with your own. Are they similar or different? 

 

ABOUT POINTILLISM 

Around 1886-1887, Seurat begins to apply small spots (or 
points) of colour: blue and orange on the back of the seated 
bather, orange, yellow and blue on the hat of the boy in the 
water. Look also at the small dots of colour around the hat seen 
against the green of the grass.  
How many dots make a Seurat picture? Make a 4 cm² window. 

Enlarge a small part oof the painting, like the 
red hat. Use the window to calculate the number of spots in the 
whole of the enlarged piece. Then use the internet to find out 
the size of the whole painting.     

                            Did you find the result surprising? 

 
WHAT ABOUT YOU?  Could you draw something using pointillism? 
Why don’t you try?  

 

ABOUT THE SETTING 

In 1924, Lucien Pissarro, the eldest son of impressionist Camille Pissarro, 
convinced the owner of Bathers to sell his painting to the Courtauld Fund for 
London’s Tate Gallery. It hung at the Tate until 1961, when it was transferred to 
London's National Gallery. It remains a highlight of the collection today. So if 
want to see it, that is the place to go. 

 

MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

https://www.georgesseurat.org/ (Slideshow of 106 George Seurat’s works) 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
https://www.georgesseurat.org/

