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ZORRO! 
By Johnston McCulley 

 
 
Pre-reading activities 
 

1. Individual work: Do you like reading in English? Answer this question and give 

at least two reasons which justify your answer: 

 

Yes            A little bit          Sometimes        No 
 
……………………….......................................................................  
    ..…………………............................................................................ 
  
 ………………………......................................................................      
   ..…………………............................................................................... 
  

 

2. Individual work: What do you do before you read in English?  

Read the following statements and decide if you do it or not 

I look at the images  YES NO 

I look at the layout of the text  YES  NO 

I look at the length of the text  YES  NO 

I give a general look at the text to identify the main 

idea 

 YES  NO 

I try to identify language I already know  YES  NO 

I have a bilingual dictionary next to me  YES  NO 

 

3. Individual work: Now take the book “Zorro!” 

Look at the cover of the book and answer or guess these questions:  

a. What can you see? ………………………………………………………… 

b. Who is the man in the cover? ……………………………………………. 

c. Where does the story take place? …………………………………………. 
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d.  Is there any map? …………………………………………………………. 

e. What is the book about? ………………………………………………….. 

 

4. Underline the words related to this story: 

 

 

 

 

5. Individual work: Have a look at the back cover of the book. What can you see? 

Read the sentences in the following chart and tick  what you see in the back 

cover of the book “Zorro”. 

I can see the title of the book.  

I can see an image related to the story of the book.  

I can read the title of the different chapters.  

I can see a word square.   

I can see a very short summary of the story of the book.  

I can see some sentences with missing information.  

 

6. Individual work: Now read and copy the short summary of the story from the 

back cover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zorro is the..... 

Adventure     Love     Mystery    Horror      History 

Science-fiction            Friendship 
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7. Individual work: Can you guess some of the words that will appear in the story? 

Write a list with 5 nouns, 5 adjectives and 5 verbs you think you’ll find in the book. 

Write them in Catalan and in English. 

 

Nouns adjectives verbs 

Catalan English Catalan English Catalan English 

Ex. màscara Mask valent  brave lluitar to fight 

      

      

      

      

 

8. Individual work: How many chapters has the book got? Write down the title of 

each chapter. 

1. Chapter one:  “A stormy night” 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________ 

4. __________________________________________________________ 

5. __________________________________________________________ 

6. __________________________________________________________ 

7. __________________________________________________________ 

... 

 

 

While reading activities 

Introduction 

1. Individual work: Read the introduction, pages 5 and 6. When you finish, answer 

these questions: 

 When you read in English, do you do the same as if you are reading in 

Catalan or in Spanish? …………………………………………………… 
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 In what way is it different? ……………………………………………… 

 Tick some of the problems you had while you read the introduction: 

1. I understand nothing  

2. I don’t understand many words  

3. I don’t understand a few words  

4. I don’t know how to pronounce some words  

5. I need a lot of time to read this text  

6. I don’t have any bilingual dictionary  

7. I don’t know where to write the meaning of new words  

8. I don’t know where to write the new words   

9. I don’t remember the meaning of the new words  

10 There isn’t any aid in the book to help me understand  

 

2. Individual work: What can help you to solve these problems? Think and write… 

 

 

* Read the introduction twice or three times. 

*  --------------------------------------------------- 

*  --------------------------------------------------- 

*  --------------------------------------------------- 

 

3. Individual work: There are solutions to your problems. Read the following 

sentences to see if they can help you. Tick the ones that you will use. 

Read the introduction twice or three times     

Use the bilingual dictionary  

Use the online dictionary  

Listen to the tape   

Take your time and read it as many times as you need  

Buy or borrow a dictionary  

Write the meaning of the new words next to them   
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At the end, write the meaning of the new words on a 
paper and read them from time to time. 

 

Look at the illustrations, they help to understand  

 

4. Individual work: Read the introduction again. Did you have to use any of the 

tips above? Which ones? 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE: A stormy night  

 Reading for the GENERAL meaning 

 

1. Individual work:  Read the text quickly. What is the text about? Finish these 

sentences. 

a. Sergeants and soldiers meet in the tavern in Reina de Los Angeles and they talk 

about __________________ 

b. Some people think the Zorro is very bad and some people think he is 

_____________ because he protects the poor people. 

 

 Reading for DETAILS 

 
2. Individual work: Read the text again and complete the grid. 
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Town:                                                      Country: 

Main characters Short description 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

 

4.  

 

 

5.  

 

 

 

3. Pair work: Think and answer 

What is the difference between skimming and scanning? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

So, when do we need to skim and when to scan? (Circle the correct answer) 

When I look for a word up in the dictionary. skin      scan 

When I try to understand a poem. skin      scan 

When I look for an interesting article to read in a magazine. skin      scan 

When I look for information on a web. skin      scan 

When I read a Maths exercise. skin      scan 
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4. Individual work: Complete exercises 1 and 2 (A and B) on pages 10 and 11. 

 

CHAPTER TWO: A surprise Visit 

Using pictures, titles, headings, 
previous knowledge to anticipate informations and events in the text  

1. Individual work: Predicting what is going to happen in the story can make your 

reading easier. Before reading chapter two try to guess if the following sentences are 

true (T) or false (F) 

1. Zorro is dressed in black.  

2. Zorro and Sergeant Gonzalez are going to fight.  

3. Zorro uses a gun.  

4. Zorro makes a “T” with his sword.  

5. Zorro fights better than Sergeant Gonzalez.  

 

2. Individual work: Read the chapter and check your answers. 

 

3. Individual work: Try to find the opposite adjectives in chapter 2. 

weak  

quick  

heavy  

fast  

light  

 

4. Individual work: Complete exercises 1, 2 and 3 (A and B) on pages 16 and 17. 
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CHAPTER THREE: The Pulido hacienda 

  Thinking in advance about the text we 
are going to read and guessing. As we read, we will be looking to confirm 
our guesses, we will "have our eyes open" to learn new information that 
refutes  or confirms them.  

1. Individual work: Read these questions before going through chapter 3. Do you 

think you can answer any of them? Try to imagine the answers. 

a. Why does Don Diego visit Don Carlos? ………………………………………… 

b. Who is Lolita? ........................................................................................................ 

c. Does Don Diego love Lolita? .................................................................................. 

d. Why does Lolita get angry with Don Diego? .......................................................... 

e. Who kisses Lolita’s hand? ...................................................................................... 

 

Now read the chapter and confirm /refute the questions. 

     2.   Individual work: Read the following adjectives and try to find a synonym in 

chapter 3 (page 18). 

hot  

poor  

unhappy  

funny  

young  

 

3.  Individual work: Complete exercise 1 on page 21. 
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CHAPTER FOUR: Captain Ramon  

 

1. Individual work: Read chapter 4 quickly and find 7 words you don’t know. Write 

them on the table below: 

New words    

E.g. enemy    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

2. Individual work: Read the new words again. Do you know any similar word, either in 

English or in Catalan? If this is the case, write it in the second column.  

New words Similar words   

E.g. enemy Enemic   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

3. Individual work: Can you deduce the meaning of the words in column 1 now?  

If this is the case you can write the translation in the third column. 
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New words Similar words Possible meaning  

E.g. enemy Enemic   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

   4.  Individual work: Check the meaning in a dictionary and confirm your guess () 

New words Similar words Possible meaning Dictionary 

E.g. enemy Enemic Enemic            

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

5. Individual work: Read the chapter again and complete exercise 1 on page 31. 

6. Individual work: Add the name and the description of the new characters in the 

chart in chapter 1. 
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CHAPTER FIVE: Lolita is in love 

  

1. Individual work: Read the title of this chapter. What does it mean in Catalan? 

_______________________________ 

2. Individual work: Look at the picture of the girl on page 33.  

a.- Who is she? ……………………………………………………………………….. 

b.- What does she look like? Describe her in 4 lines. 

 

3. Individual work: Now look and describe the picture on page 35. In your 

description, try to include the following information:  

a. Who the characters are. 

b. Where they are. 

c. What the man is doing and why. 

d. What the woman is doing and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She is Lolita. She has got long, hair ____________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
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4. Pair work: Let’s review some READING TECHNIQUES. Read the following 

exercises and write down what kind of reading technique you should use to 

complete them successfully 

Exercise Reading Technique 

4a) What do you think is going to happen in this chapter? Is 

the gentleman going to kill the beautiful lady?  

 

4b) Read the text quickly to see what happens and write a 

pair of sentences. 

 

4c) Identify at least 5 more words related to the topic of love.  

 

Now, complete the exercises: 

4a)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………................................................................................... 

4b)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………...................................................................................... 

4c) 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Individual work: Who is in love with whom???  Answer these questions 

 

 

 Who is Lolita in love with?  

She is in love with……………….. 

 Who is in love with Lolita?  

There are three men in love with Lolita. They are Zorro, 

…......………..… and …………..........…… 

 

If necessary, revise your description of the picture in exercise 3. 

Love, 

passion 
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6. Individual work: Read chapter 5 again and complete exercises 1, 2 and 3.  

 

CHAPTER SIX:  Friar Felipe 
 

 We need 
to understand every single word so we can learn to understand vocabulary from the 
context. 
 
 
1. Individual work:  Read the whole chapter very carefully and find the following 

information: 
 

a. Where does Ramon return to? ............................................................................. 

b. Who must be punished? ....................................................................................... 

c. To whom Captain Ramon writes a letter? ............................................................ 

d. Which word does Zorro use to insult Captain Ramon? ......................................... 

e. Who are the soldiers following? ............................................................................ 

f. Is Zorro’s horse slow or fast? ................................................................................. 

g. What is Friar Felipe accused of? ............................................................................ 

h. Does Don Diego know Friar Felipe? ....................................................................... 

i. Does Don Diego whip the friar? ............................................................................. 

j. Who is Don Alejandro Vega? ................................................................................. 

 

2. Pair work: Check your answers with a partner. 

3. Pair work: Do you understand the words whip and chains? If not, read the 

chapter again and try to guess their meaning. What helped you? 

         _______________________________________________________________ 

 

     4. Individual work: Complete exercise 1 on page 42. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN: The Avengers 

 

 
1. Individual work: Before reading the chapter, read these sentences and try to 

complete them: 

a. Zorro has a pistol in one hand and a ___________ in the other. 

b. After the punishment, the magistrate falls to the _____________. 

c. We are tired and hungry; can you give us some _____________? 

d. I am tired and I am going to __________. 

e. I can’t tell you because it’s a ___________. 

f. Zorro’s principles are to help the poor, the natives and the __________. 

 

2. Individual work: Read chapter 7 and check your answers. Did you get much right? 

What did you do to guess the words? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.- Individual work: Read the following adjectives and tick the ones that were used in 

chapter 7. 

Old  Vegetarian  Tall  Tired         Young  

Dishonest  Childish  Rich  Cruel  

 

4. Individual work: Now write these adjectives and match them to a character in the 

story: 

   Ex: a. old friar 

 b. ________________  c. ________________ 

 d. ________________  e. _________________ 
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5. Individual work: Complete exercises 1, 2 and 3 on pages 48 and 49 

 

6. Individual work: Read about California today (pages 50 and 51) and answer the 

questions a-j on page 52. 

 

CHAPTER EIGHT: The Escape 

 

 
1. Individual work:  Skim chapter eight quickly to see what it is about.  Did you 

understand it? Write a short summary in your language. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Individual work: Now, write four or five sentences in English to summarize chapter 

8.  Use the first part of these sentences to help you: 

 

a. The governor and Captain Ramon ………………………………………………. 

b. The Pulido family will be arrested because they………………………………… 

c. Zorro ……………………………………………………………………………… 

d. Zorro and the Avengers.......................................................................................... 

e. Lolita …………………………………………………………………………….. 
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3. Individual work: Read the sentences you wrote in chapter 2 and see if you used any 

of the following verbs: 

plan to arrest – help – sends – rescue - stays 

 

4. Individual work: Now, see if you have used any of these nouns after the verb: 

The Pulido family (2) – Zorro - a message – in Friar Felipe’s hacienda 

 

5. Individual work: Write the 5 sentences again using the given words. Add any other 

word if necessary. 

a……………………………………………………………………………………. 

b……………………………………………………………………………………. 

c……………………………………………………………………………………. 

d……………………………………………………………………………………. 

e…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

6. Individual work: Complete exercises 1 and 2 on page 56. 

 

 

CHAPTER NINE: The man behind the mask  

And 

understanding vocabulary from context 

 
1. Individual work: Read chapter 9 without using a dictionary. Underline the unknown 
words and try to understand them from their context.  
 
2. Individual work:  Read the following words and circle the ones you underlined 
because they were unknown to you.  

 

noise -  sword  -  die  -  truth  - liar  -  punish  -  pull  -  hide  -  cheer  - 

embrace 
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3. Individual work: Match the words in A with their meanings in B and a sentence from 
the chapter in C. 
 

A B C 

die to hug each other in the arms “Captain, you are a ……..…” 

truth  to celebrate, applaud and shout “I am here to learn the ……..”  

liar to stop living “You are here to…………” 

cheers it is real, opposite of false/lie “He says ………….  Lolita” 

embracing  person who does not tell the truth “Everyone is happy and …...” 

 
 
 
4. Individual work: Complete the sentences with the words below: 

noise - sword - punish - pull - hide 

a. Zorro always has a pistol in one hand and a …………. in the other. 

b. Governor wanted to ……….. the Pulido family because they are traitors 

c. The captain ………... out his sword and begins to fight Zorro. 

d. Zorro and Lolita …………… inside the old tavern 

e. Inside the old tavern the soldiers talk and shout they make a lot of ………… 

 

5. Individual work: Complete exercises 1 and 3 on page 62 
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Post-reading activities 
 
Would you recommend the book to a friend? What would you say to him to convince 
and read this book? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which is your favourite character? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zorro! is a ________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

My favourite character is  __________________________ because 
__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 


