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INFORMATION FOINFORMATION FOINFORMATION FOINFORMATION FOR THE TEACHERR THE TEACHERR THE TEACHERR THE TEACHER    

 UNIT TITLE: CHINA: A CULTURAL APPROACH  

AUTHORS: Arancha Domper Morales 

CLASS/AGE: 4th of ESO  

SUBJECTS, LANGUAGES and/or TEACHERS INVOLVED: ENGLISH  

NUMBER OF LESSONS: 10   COE LEVEL: B1 

INTRODUCTION TO THE TASK 

• China, one of the world's oldest continuous civilizations, was told to be a sleeping giant. Now, that giant is 
awakening: since the 80’s, it has been experiencing an incredible growth in all senses: economy, 
population, technology, opening to the world… China is becoming one of the most powerful countries and 
is exerting more and more influence on the world outlook. Nevertheless, to understand why the country is 
developing in one way or another, it is very important to understand what is behind: the culture. By the end 
of this unit, the students will be able to think critically and discuss about the main Chinese cultural features 

that have an impact in the world withdraw.  

SUBJECT-MATTER OBJECTIVE/S / GOALS / COMPETENCES 

By the end of the unit, students will be able to …  

- think  critically, exchange opinions and discuss about the main issues related to the Chinese culture 

- explain which aspects of the Chinese culture are reflected in their way of understanding the world 

nowadays 

- develop an open point of view and a positive attitude towards  other different cultures  

- become familiar with the exam-type tasks students will have to face in their Certificate Exam. 

In the section “COMPETENCES, SKILLS, INTERACTION PATTERN AND OBJECTIVES”, the teacher 
will find more details on the objectives session by session. Moreover, before each activity there is a table with the 
specific objectives of each activity.  

SUBJECT MATTER CONTENTS: 

MAIN TARGET KNOWLEDGE 

• Current situation of the Country (location, 

political, economical, population, festivities and 

traditions…). 

• Importance and value of the Chinese 

calligraphy. 

• Chinese horoscope.  

• Construction of The Great Wall. 

• Controversy over the Great Firewall.  

• Importance of pinyin and the tonal system.  

• Importance and usefulness of learning Chinese.  

• Hand gestures for numbers from 1 to 10.  

• Chinese music: why is it different?   

 

SUBJECT MATTER CONTENTS: 

MAIN TARGET SKILLS 

• Be able to explain and discuss about the 

topics in the unit. 

• Develop a critical approach towards the 

Chinese culture. 

• Incorporate the Internet as a source of 

information (newspapers, magazines, video 

news, etc.) 

• Differentiate different English accents.  
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CONTENT OBLIGATORY LANGUAGE: 

DISCOURSE GENRE (TEXT TYPE): 

TO UNDERSTAND 

• Read real articles from newspapers 

and magazines. 

• Watch and understand real video news 

with different accents of English. 

• Scanning and skimming for 

information. 

 

TO GENERATE 

• Interacting and swapping information.  

• Producing an explanation. 

• Giving opinion and justifying it. 

CONTENT OBLIGATORY LANGUAGE: 

TOPIC SPECIFIC 

China, culture, situation, political party, 

festivities and traditions, ethnic groups, 

handwriting and calligraphy, zodiac, Internet 

censorship, monuments, Mandarin Chinese, hand 

gestures for numbers, traditional music, values.  

ACADEMIC DOMAIN SPECIFIC  

• I feel that 

• In order to 

• I don’t agree with you 

• Therefore, 

 

SOCIAL & CULTURAL VALUES // PERSONAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

• The fostering of cooperative learning. 

• Collaborative work. 

• The value of other cultures. 

• The importance of being open-minded and caring about other ways of living. 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

TASK: 

• Comparing and talking about pictures 

• Debate 

• Written compositions 

• Quiz  

• Self-assessment grid 

 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA: 

• Teacher’s assessment will take into 

account:  

o  self-assessment and peer 

evaluation 

o rubrics  

o participating actively in class 
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ASSESSMENT – OBJECTIVES, TASKS, CRITERIA AND TOOLS  

• The grading system is the following: 
 

ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION AND 

INTEREST (Rubric 1) 

10% 

CHECKLIST 25% 

ORAL EXPRESSION (Rubric 2) 15% 

GROUP DEBATE (Rubric 3) 15% 

WRITTEN TASK (Rubric 4) 15% 

QUIZ  20% 

 
• In order to achieve the objectives already mentioned, the teacher will find the following assessment system:   

 

OBJECTIVE TASK ASSESSMENT 
CRITERIA ASSESSMENT TOOL 

develop an open point of view and 

a positive attitude towards  other 

different cultures 

 

All tasks Formative 
assessment  

See: 
- Checklist  
- Self-assessment grid 
- Feedback sheet  

in Assessment Section  

think  critically, exchange 

opinions and discuss about the 

main issues related to the Chinese 

culture 

- China’s traffic 

Formative 
assessment 

See Rubric 2  in Assessment 
Section 

- The Great Firewall See Rubric 3  in Assessment 
Section 

- Quiz 
Summative 

assessment  
See Quiz  in Assessment 

Section 

explain which aspects of the 

Chinese culture are reflected in 

their way of understanding the 

world nowadays 

 

- China’s traffic 

Formative 
assessment 

See Rubric 2  in Assessment 
Section 

- The Great Firewall See Rubric 3  in Assessment 
Section 

- Homework: writing See Rubric 4  in Assessment 
Section 

- Quiz 
Summative 
assessment 

See Quiz  in Assessment 
Section 

become familiar with the exam-

type tasks students will have to 

face in their Certificate Exam. 

 

- China’s traffic 

Formative 
assessment 

See Rubric 2  in Assessment 
Section 

- Homework: writing 
See Rubric 4  in Assessment 

Section 
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CREDITS 

• Photographs from Flickr (www.flickr.com) among other sources (such as Google Images). 

• Videos hosted in Youtube (www.youtube.com) (accessed on May 2010): 

• Fonts from Dafont (www.dafont.com). 

• Some activities follow the rules given for the Intermediate Certificate Exam of the EOIs in Cataluña 

(http://phobos.xtec.net/eoi/index.php?module=detic_portal&ref=an_el_in). However, the activities 

and tasks have been adapted to achieve the objectives and competences in the curriculum for 4th of 

ESO.  

GENERAL RESOURCES 

• Computer, Internet connection (if not, in Annex 1 there is attached a CD which includes all the videos 

in .avi format), blackboard.  

• ICT: MS Office (Excel, Word and PowerPoint), Moodle, Wordle, Youtube.  

• For the snakes and ladders game: boards, counters and dice.  

DIVERSITY  

• The unit attempts to address the diversity existing in a normal classroom (young people, older people, 

different backgrounds…) through different kind of activities to involve the whole class.  
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COMMENTS 

• This unit does not cover copyright of photos or original material. 

• This unit is thought to be implemented in ten sessions of one hour each. The first session 

is an introduction of the whole unit and the tenth (the last one) is an evaluation of everything 

seen during this period of time. Nevertheless, it is easily adaptable to two-hour sessions or 

similar. The content is very versatile, so the teacher can readapt the level of the activities 

depending on the students’ rhythm and availability. Furthermore, the activities are thought to 

be separated and independent among them. The advantage of this is that the teacher does 

not need necessarily to follow activity by activity as planned in this unit; s/he can change and 

vary the order of the activities depending on his or her judgment, but for the first and the last 

session which are fixed. For this reason, students do not have a single dossier as one would 

have expected but a series of separated handouts the teacher gives them at the beginning of 

each session. If students come frequently to class and keep all the worksheets together, the 

result will be the same.  

• Each activity is made up of the following information: 

- the name of the activity at the beginning,  

- a table with the objectives, interaction among the students, timing and assessment, 

- instructions (as given in the Students’ Book or sometimes even more explained), 

- some tips for the teacher which may be useful for the developing of the activity (tips on 

methodology, strategies, resources…) marked with this symbol ( ) and in order to be 

differentiated from the instructions, they are written in dark blue,  

- extra materials (if needed) attached in the CD.  

In most of the activities, a “plan B” or another possibility of implementing or developing the 

task has been included just in case the original one is not working as expected or there is no enough 

time to finish it as it was planned. However, there are a lot of other options. The teacher can choose or 

invent which one to use depending on the moment.  

In some activities, the words TANDEM TEACHING are shown. This means that the activity 

has been thought to be implemented with a tandem teaching strategy (two teachers in the classroom). 

If it is not possible in this way, never minds, it is not a problem. The teacher may readapt the activity 

and do it alone. 

As some activities are a bit long, maybe it could be a good idea to have a visual support 

while doing the tasks. As both Students’ Book and Teacher’s Guide are in a pdf file, it could be 

interesting to project the answers, the instructions, etc. This part is possible depending on the facilities 

available in the classroom.  
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In the instructions of the activities, there are some small pictures and symbols used in 

order to make the steps of the activity easier and more visual for the students. Here there is the 

relation between the pictures and the meaning: 

 

Meet in groups. 

 or  or 

 

Complete or write. 

 
Close your books and do not look at the dossier.  

 
Listen.  

 
Read through the text.  

 
Discuss.  

 
Think.  

 

Put in order.  

 

Watch the following video.  

 

All the texts and videos from this unit have been taken from the Internet. The texts, however, 

have been adapted but the videos are shown to the students in their original form. Below each video 

and each text, the student will find the complete link to the original source in the Internet between 

brackets because: 

- if it is a text, the student can find the original and see that they are working with real material 

and read it directly. 

- if it is a video, the student can watch the video at home as many times as he or she wants or 

needs.  
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RESOURCES  
The materials found in this Teaching Unit were adapted or inspired from several resources: 

SESSION 1 – CHINA: AN OVERVIEW 

� Chino-China.com: http://www.chino-china.com/  
� China today: http://www.chinatoday.com/  
� Ethnologue. Languages of China:  

http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=CN  
� History of China: http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/toc.html  

 

SESSION 2 – CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY  

� Chinese Calligraphy article: http://www.xing.com/net/shanghai/life-story-
%E4%BA%BA%E7%94%9F%E6%95%85%E4%BA%8B-20661/chinese-calligraphy-7254296/ 

� How to analyze handwriting – graphology:  
http://www.howtodothings.com/business/how-to-analyze-handwriting  

 

SESSION 3 – CHINESE HOROSCOPE  

� Chinese zodiac: http://www.chinesezodiac.com/  
� Chinese astrology: http://www.astrology.com/chinese-astrology  
� Chinese horoscope: http://www.chinatoday.com/culture/zodiac/zodiac.htm  

 

SESSION 4 – THE GREAT WALL  

� The Great Wall: http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/7247-china-the-great-wall-video.htm 
� How the Great Wall of China works: http://history.howstuffworks.com/asian-history/great-wall-of-china.htm  

 

SESSION 5 – THE GREAT FIREWALL OF CHINA 

� Great Firewall of China – test: http://www.greatfirewallofchina.org/  
� The Great Firewall of China – article from Business Week: 

http://www.businessweek.com/technology/content/jan2006/tc20060112_434051.htm  
� The Great Firewall of China – article from BBC News: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/click_online/4587622.stm  
� The Great Firewall of China: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWfUOG0EA9w 
� It’s dark behind the “great firewall of China: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1up2khJuL_U 
� Google China. Tiananmen Square & Tank Man Censored. Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVZO-

3MoyhQ&feature=related 
� Tiananmen Square protests of 1989: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/4/newsid_2496000/2496277.stm  
 

SESSION 6 – PINYIN AND THE TONAL SYSTEM  

� Learn to speak Chinese with pinyin: http://learning-
chinese.suite101.com/article.cfm/understanding_hanyu_pinyin 

� Pinyin: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin  
� Tone: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tone_%28linguistics%29  
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SESSION 7 – LEARNING CHINESE LANGUAGE  

� Joey learning French: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yJ_HrZImWQ 
� The travel linguist – Mandarin 101: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDyY8NzFcW4&feature=fvw  
� How hard is it to learn Chinese? http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/4617646.stm  
� BBC Learning Chinese: http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/chinese/real_chinese/  
� Why learn Chinese? http://www.childbook.com/Why-Learn-Chinese-s/90.htm  
� Mandarin: http://mandarin.about.com/  

 

SESSION 8 – CHINESE GESTURES FOR NUMBERS FROM 1 TO 10 

� Hand gestures for Mandarin numbers: http://mandarin.about.com/od/chineseculture/ig/Number-Gestures/ 
� Numbers in Chinese culture: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Numbers_in_Chinese_culture  
� Numbers from 1 to 10: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dijFA3kqDaU&feature=related  

  

SESSION 9 – CHINESE MUSIC AND SNAKES AND LADDERS GAME 

�  Music of China: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_China  
� The Internet Chinese Music Archive: http://idm.metalab.unc.edu/pub/multimedia/chinese-

music/html/traditional.html  
� “Yellow” by Coldplay: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMgP_R4gYnU).  
� “Yellow” by Coldplay + lyrics in English: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1txPgwbvDmQ&feature=related.   
� Liuxing Lyrics – Chinese version of “Yellow” by Coldplay: http://www.chinese-

tools.com/songs/song/129/liuxing.html.   
� Liuxing song: http://www.learn-chinese-songs.com/ZhengJun-Liuxing.mp3 
 

� Adrian Bruce – Snakes and ladders game printable: http://www.adrianbruce.com/reading/snakes/  

 

OTHER RESOURCES USED: 

� Bubbl.us – brainstorming online: http://bubbl.us/  

� Make beliefs comix! 
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/  

� Wordle: http://www.wordle.net/  

� Song Facts: http://www.songfacts.com/  

� Online-Stopwatch: http://www.online-
stopwatch.com/  

� McMillan Dictionary online: 
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/  

� Rubistar: http://rubistar.4teachers.org/ 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  

The following two people deserve special mention for all their help during the 

creation and elaboration of this unit: 

 

- Antonio Paoliello, for all his knowledge about China and the Chinese culture, 

- and specially Oriol Pallarès, for all his advices about methodology, layout, 

teaching strategies, etc.  
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SESSIONS SCHEDULESESSIONS SCHEDULESESSIONS SCHEDULESESSIONS SCHEDULE    

SESSION 1 
ACTIVITY NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

What do we know 
about China?  

Mind map with the 
content of the whole 
unit 

1. Meet in groups of 4 people. 
2. Try to complete the mind map with as much information 

as you can. 
15’ Groups of 4 

people 
Mind map  ICT   

China: an 
overview 

Multiple choice 
worksheet  

1. Close your books. 
2. Watch and listen to the PowerPoint. 
3. Complete the mind map.  
4.  Read the sentences below and choose the correct 

option to complete each of the statements. See how 
many questions you can answer.  

5. Listen to the PowerPoint again and check/complete your 
answers.  

6. Compare your results in groups of 4.  
7. All-together correction.  

35’ Correction in 
pairs   Worksheet 

PowerPoint 
presentation with 
the explanation 
given in an audio file 

SESSION 2 
ACTIVITY NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Chinese 
calligraphy  

True or false 
questions 
Handwriting 
analysis 

1. Read the text and underline the best option for each 
statement.  

2. Match the highlighted words in the left with their 
definition on the right.  

3. Decide whether the following statements are true or 
false.   

4. Now, underline the sentence from the text that has 
attracted your attention the most. 

5. Discuss briefly the following questions in groups of 3 or 
4.  

6. Write that sentence from the text that you have just 
underlined in the space below. 

7. Now, pass your book to the student sitting on your right.  
8. According to the table below, make a three-line 

commentary on your partner’s personality through his or 
her handwriting.  

55’ 
Groups of 
4people   Text 

Project the text in 
the blackboard 
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SESSION 3 
ACTIVITY NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Chinese zodiac: 
compatible or 
incompatible? 

Complete a chart 

1. Look at the following table and match the name of 
the animals with their picture.  

2. Find your animal year in the table below. 
3. Meet the people with the same animal year.  
4. Read the card given by the teacher (See Annex 3). 
5. All together check vocabulary and meaning.  
6. You have 3 minutes to search 1 compatible person 

and 1 incompatible person. Use the language help 
in the table below.  

7. Complete the charts given. Use the language help 
in the table below.  

20’ Groups 
  

Laminated cards  

MindPoint Quiz 
Show 

Multiple choice 
questions 

Choose the best option for each statement. 
(Grammar review)  

20’ Individual Computer lab Monitoring the 
activity 

SESSION 4 
ACTIVITY NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Great Wall 
Short text about 
the story of the 
Great Wall 

1. Listen and watch the video: China: The Great 
Wall.  

2. While listening, in groups of 4 put the pictures 
given by the teacher in order. 

3. To help a bit more, read the following 10 
disorganised statements taken from the video 
(see next page worksheet: “THE GREAT WALL 
OF CHINA”).  

4. In groups of 4, match the words in bold  with their 
definition.  

5. Watch the video again and put in order both 
pictures and sentences.  

6. Following the pictures and the sentences and 
with the help of your memory, in groups of 4 write 
a short text about the story of the Great Wall. 

7. Watch the video again and enjoy the beautiful 
views. 

25’ Groups of 4 
Pairs  

Written 
production 

ICT: video 

China’s traffic 
Oral exam 
practice  

Follow the EOI’s type of exam.  30-35’ Pairs  Photos 
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SESSION 5 

ACTIVITY 
NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

The Great 
Firewall of 
China 

Debate 

Which is the word play behind the term “Great 
Firewall”? 
1. Watch the following video: The Great Firewall of 

China.   
2. Watch the video twice and write a short 

definition of The Great Firewall of China in 
groups of 4.  

3. Watch the following video (It’s dark behind the 
“great firewall of China” taken from the BBC 
News.  

4. Decide whether the following statements are 
TRUE or FALSE.  

5. Watch the following example which illustrates 
Chinese web censorship. (Video: Google China. 
Tiananmen Square & Tank Man Censored.  

6. In groups of 4, write down a list of reasons in 
favour and against the Internet censorship in 
China. 

7. Discussion: 
(a) Make two groups. 
(b) One group will be in charge of the reasons 

in favour of the Internet censorship in China 
and the other group will be in charge of the 
reasons against the censorship. 

(c) 5 minutes to prepare statements and 
arguments in order to defend your own 
point of view. See the language help in the 
table below.  

(d) Discussion. Try to convince the opposite 
group. 

55’ 
Groups of 4 
2 groups Oral discussion  ICT: video  
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SESSION 6 

ACTIVITY 
NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Pinyin and tonal 
system  

Questions and 
answers 

1. Read through the text. Some of the sentences 
are missing. See the options below and decide 
which sentences come from this text and where 
they should go. Write the letter in the 
corresponding box. 

2. Use the following words to construct complete 
questions. 

3. Answer those questions you have just 
constructed.  

45-50’ Pairs or in 
groups of 4  

Text  

 

SESSION 7 

ACTIVITY 
NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Learning 
Chinese 

Questions and 
answers 

1. Watch the following video. Have you ever felt 
like this while learning a language?  

2. Can anybody of you speak Chinese? What do 
you think about how difficult it is to learn 
Chinese? 

3. Would you like to learn 10 words in Mandarin 
Chinese?  
Which aspects of Chinese language do you 
think that are the most difficult to master?  

4. Read the following text and underline the 9 
important facts in the text.  

5. Compare those 9 facts you have just underlined 
with your partner’s.  

6. Ask questions so that the answer is what you 
have underlined.  

45-50’ Pairs and 
groups  Text  
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SESSION 8 

ACTIVITY 
NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Chinese 
numbers 

Personal 
timeline 

1. Think about the three most important events 
in your life. When did they happen? (year) 

2. In pairs, tell your partner about them. Instead 
of saying the year, mime it with your hands 
according to the Chinese gestures for 
numbers.   

3. Your partner will write them in the following 
timeline.  

40-45’ Pairs Pictures 
Practising all 
together with 
the video 
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SESSION 9 
ACTIVITY 
NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Chinese music 
Sing a song with 
a karaoke 

1. Meet in groups of 4 people. 
2. Try to write or remember as many words as you 

can from the song. If you want, you can use the 
following space. 

3. Discuss the following questions: 
4. Listen to this version of Yellow by Coldplay. Is it 

very different?  
5. Listen again to Liuxing, the Chinese version of 

Yellow by Coldplay following the lyrics in the 
projector.  

6. Which version do you like the most? Use the 
following language help. 

7. Let’s play karaoke! (With the English original 
version of Yellow Coldplay).  

20-25’ Groups of 4 Song Projector  

Game. Snakes 
and ladders. 

Recapitulation of 
the whole unit 

The 4 players are in the first square, “start square”.  
Example: 
Player 1 shakes the die.  
The die shows number 3.  
In order to move forward to square number 3 (which 
is beige coloured), Player 1 must answer correctly 
the question in one of the beige cards.   
Player 2 asks Player 1 the question in one of the 
beige cards. 

☺ If Player 1 answers correctly, then he or she 
can advance to square number 3. 

� If Player 1 does not answer correctly, then 
he or she loses turn and must wait in the 
“start square” until the following turn.  

The winner will be the first player who arrives at the 
16th square, “finish square”.  
DO NOT LOOK AT YOUR BOOK!  

20’ Groups of 4 

Laminated 
cards, 
shakers, dice 
and counters  
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SESSION 10 
 

ACTIVITY 
NAME OUTCOME PROCESS TIMING GROUPING RESOURCES STRATEGIES 

Assessment 
and feedback 

Discussion. 
Quiz 
Self-assessment 
Feedback 
handout 

Discussion about the unit.  
1. Complete the following QUIZ about the cultural 

issues seen about China. Choose the correct 
answer for each statement. 

2. Complete the SELF-ASSESSMENT  grid related 
to the unit in order to assess yourself. 

3. Please complete the form: “MY FEELINGS 
AFTER THIS UNIT ARE… ” in order to assess 
the teacher and the unit in general.   

55’ 
Class. 
Individual 
task 

Grids, 
templates and 
handouts  
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COMPETENCES, SKILLSCOMPETENCES, SKILLSCOMPETENCES, SKILLSCOMPETENCES, SKILLS, INTERACTION PATTERN, INTERACTION PATTERN, INTERACTION PATTERN, INTERACTION PATTERN    AND OBJECTIVESAND OBJECTIVESAND OBJECTIVESAND OBJECTIVES    

 SKILLS COMPETENCES INTERACTION PATTERN OBJECTIVES 

SESSION 1 Listening 
Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: 
Knowledge and information: affirm, deny, 
ask and look for information, share 
information, correct information… 

- Discursive competence: lectures and 
conversations related to real life situations 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Understand the general 
overview of the unit: 
topic, materials, goals, 
assessment.  

- Introduction: understand 
the current situation in 
China  

SESSION 2 
Reading 
Writing 

Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: social relations, 
explain matters to the others 

- Discursive competence: understand the 
main ideas of an article in the target 
language 

 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Understand the 
importance of the 
calligraphy for the 
Chinese. 

- Realize that Western 
people also pay special 
attention to the 
handwriting 

SESSION 3 Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: express feelings, 
emotions, etc., express opinions and 
hypothesis 

- Discursive competence: conversations 
related to real life situations and of 
everyday life 

 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Understand how the 
Chinese horoscope 
Works  

- Grammar review 

SESSION 4 

Listening 
Writing 

Speaking  
Reading 

- Pragmatic competence: accent recognition 
(American vs. British English), knowledge 
and information  

- Discursive competence: communicate 
ideas through written expression 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 

- Learn why the Great 
Wall was built and when 

- Understand the problem 
of the pollution in China 
and think about possible 
solutions 
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SESSION 5 Listening 
Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: expressing 
opinions and hypothesis, persuading 
someone 

- Discursive competence: oral discourse 
organization, differences between oral and 
written language 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 

Class � Teacher 

- Learn what the Great 
Firewall is 

- Think critically and 
discuss about it 

SESSION 6 
Reading 
Speaking 
Writing 

- Pragmatic competence: differences in the 
register of the language 

- Discursive competence: understand the 
main ideas of a real text 

 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Understand what pinyin 
is: use and importance 

- Understand what a tonal 
language is  

SESSION 7 
Listening 
Reading 
Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: express feelings 
and opinions  

- Discursive competence: understand the 
main ideas of a real text  

 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Demystify the fact that 
the Chinese language is 
an impossible language 
to learn 

- Realize that the Chinese 
language is getting more 
and more important in 
the world outlook 

SESSION 8 Listening 
Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: social relations 
- Discursive competence: mediate with 

other people 
 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 

- Learn the Chinese hand 
gestures for the numbers 
from 1 to 10 

SESSION 9 
Speaking 
Writing  

Listening 

- Pragmatic competence: understand the 
main ideas of a real audiovisual material 

 

Teacher � Class 
Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Learn about the Chinese 
music 

- Review  the content of 
the unit 

SESSION 10 Writing 
Speaking 

- Pragmatic competence: learn to learn  
 

Student � Student 
Class � Teacher 

- Recapitulation and 
evaluation of the unit 
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ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT     

The grading system of the unit is the following: 

ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION AND 

INTEREST (Rubric 1) 

10% 

CHECKLIST 25% 

ORAL EXPRESSION (Rubric 2)  15% 

GROUP DEBATE (Rubric 3)  15% 

WRITTEN TASK (Rubric  4) 15% 

QUIZ  20% 

 

In order to do so, in this section the teacher will find the following assessment 

tools: 
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Checklist 

 

 

The following table is an example of individual assessment grid for the student. 
This is a continuous  assessment guidance which has to be started the very first day of 
implementing the unit, it has to be completed day by day and it has to be finished the 
last day in order to keep a good control of the students’ improvement and process of 
learning.  

In the table, the teacher will see the following activities and criteria in order to 
assess the students: 

- attendance, participation and interest shown  

- activities:  

o Session 1: mind map and questions about the PowerPoint Presentation 

o Session 2: questions about the calligraphy text and handwriting analysis 

o Session 3: horoscope and MindPoint Quiz Show questions 

o Session 4: Great Wall story and speaking activity about the traffic in 
China 

o Session 5: the Great Firewall (questions about the videos and 
discussion) 

o Session 6: questions about the pinyin and tonal language text 

o Session 7: learning Chinese text 

o Session 8: Chinese numbers activity 

o Session 9: song, recapitulation game and written homework (two 
compositions) 

- others (homework…) 

- comments at the bottom of the page.  

 

 

NOTE: the tasks or items highlighted must be assessed with the corresponding rubric 

(see Rubrics section).  
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TEACHER’S NAME  – LEVEL 3 (LETTER) COURSE:  

STUDENTS’ NAME 

A
ttendance, 

P
articipation &

 
interest 

ACTIVITIES 

O
thers 

F
inal grade 

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 S9 

M
ind m

ap 

P
P

T
 

C
alligraphy 

H
andw

riting 

H
oroscope 

M
indP

oint 
Q

uiz show
 

G
reat W

all 

C
hina’s 
traffic 

F
irew

all 
video 

F
irew

all 
discussion 

P
inyin and 

tonal system
 

Learning 
C

hinese 

C
hinese 

num
bers 

    S
ong 

G
am

e  

W
riting 

1.                    
2.                    
3.                    
4.                    
5.                    
6.                    
7.                    
8.                    
9.                    
10.                    
11.                    
12.                    
13.                    
14.                    
15.                    
16.                    
17.                    
18.                    
19.                    
20.                    
21.                    
22.                    
23.                    
24.                    
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Rubrics 

 

 

 

R1 – ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION AND INTEREST RUBRIC 

 

ITEM POINTS 

Regular attendance 0      0,5     1     1,5     2 

Participative and active behaviour in class 0      0,5     1     1,5     2 

Collaborative attitude in group work 0      0,5     1     1,5     2 

Comments and questions showing interest on the topic 0      0,5     1     1,5     2 

Homework and materials ready  0      0,5     1     1,5     2 
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R2 – ORAL EXPRESSION RUBRIC 

CATEGORY CRITERIA 5 ☺ 4 3 2 1 � 

TASK 
FULFILMENT 

Speaker carries out 
the three tasks in a 
coherent and a 
fluent way. 

     

CHINESE 
CULTURE  

Speaker includes 
information about 
the Chinese culture 
explained in class 
that may be 
relevant for the 
topic.  

     

REFLECTION 
OVER THE 

CHINESE ISSUE 

Speaker shows 
deep reflection over 
the Chinese issue 
dealt with in the 
activity.  

     

INTERACTION 

Speaker 
participates actively 
in the conversation, 
provides useful 
ideas and always 
listens to the 
partner. 

     

GRAMMAR AND 
VOCABULARY 

Speaker uses a 
wide range of 
appropriated 
grammatical 
structures and rich 
vocabulary 
according to the 
context. 

     

PITCH AND 
PRONUNCIATON 

Speaker uses pitch 
in order to convey 
emotions. Speaker 
pronounces clearly 
and is easily 
understood. 
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R3 – GROUP DEBATE RUBRIC 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

PRESENTATION 
STYLE 

Team 
consistently 
used gestures, 
eye contact, 
tone of voice 
and a level of 
enthusiasm in 
a way that kept 
the attention of 
the audience. 

Team usually 
used gestures, 
eye contact, 
tone of voice 
and a level of 
enthusiasm in 
a way that 
kept the 
attention of the 
audience. 

Team 
sometimes 
used gestures, 
eye contact, 
tone of voice 
and a level of 
enthusiasm in a 
way that kept 
the attention of 
the audience. 

One or more 
members of the 
team had a 
presentation 
style that did 
not keep the 
attention of the 
audience. 

UNDERSTANDING 
OF TOPIC 

The team 
clearly 
understood the 
topic in-depth 
and presented 
their 
information 
forcefully and 
convincingly. 

The team 
clearly 
understood 
the topic in-
depth and 
presented 
their 
information 
with ease. 

The team 
seemed to 
understand the 
main points of 
the topic and 
presented 
those with 
ease. 

The team did 
not show an 
adequate 
understanding 
of the topic. 

USE OF 
FACTS/STATISTICS 

Every major 
point was well  
supported with 
several 
relevant facts, 
statistics and/or 
examples. 

Every major 
point was 
adequately 
supported with 
relevant facts, 
statistics 
and/or 
examples. 

Every major 
point was 
supported with 
facts, statistics 
and/or 
examples, but 
the relevance 
of some was 
questionable. 

Every point was 
not supported. 

REBUTTAL 

All counter-
arguments 
were accurate, 
relevant and 
strong. 

Most counter-
arguments 
were accurate, 
relevant, and 
strong. 

Most counter-
arguments 
were accurate 
and relevant, 
but several 
were weak. 

Counter-
arguments were 
not accurate  
and/or relevant 

RESPECT FOR THE 
OTHER TEAM 

All statements, 
body language, 
and responses 
were respectful 
and were in 
appropriate 
language. 

Statements 
and responses 
were 
respectful and 
used 
appropriate 
language, but 
once or twice 
body language 
was not. 

Most 
statements and 
responses were 
respectful and 
in appropriate 
language, but 
there was one 
sarcastic 
remark. 

Statements, 
responses 
and/or body 
language were 
consistently not 
respectful. 
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R4 – WRITTEN TASK RUBRIC 

CATEGORY CRITERIA 5 ☺ 4 3 2 1 � 

TASK 
FULFILMENT 

The text is 
adequate for 
the task given 
and fulfils the 
reader's 
expectations. 

     

CHINESE 
CULTURE 

The student 
includes 
information 
about the 
Chinese 
culture 
explained in 
class that may 
be relevant for 
the topic. 

     

REFLEXION 
OVER THE 

CHINESE ISSUE 

The student 
shows deep 
reflection over 
the Chinese 
issues dealt 
with in the 
activity.  

     

STRUCTURE, 
COHERENCE 

AND COHESION 

The text is 
easy to read 
and 
understand. 
Well-
structured. 

     

VOCABULARY 
RICHNESS AND 

VARIETY 

The student 
uses a wide 
range of 
vocabulary 
related to the 
topic. 

     

GRAMMAR 
CORRECTNESS 

The student 
uses a wide 
range of 
grammatical 
structures 
precisely and 
accurately. 
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Quiz 

 

1. Define very briefly: (2 points) 

  

  

  

  

2.  Why is calligraphy so important for the Chinese? (2 points) 

 

 

3.  Why the Great Wall of China was built? (2 points) 

 

 

4.  Are you in favour or against the Great Firewall? Why? Give 

reasons in order to explain your point. (2 points) 

 

 

5.  Choose ONE of the following items and explain it very briefly: (2 

points) 

  

  

 

Beijing 

Han ethnic group 

Pinyin 

Mandarin Chinese 

Chinese horoscope 

Only-child policy 
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Self-assessment grid 

The aim of this part is to make the student reflect and think critically about his or 

her own attitude and behaviour in relation to this unit. The student must realize that in 

his or her learning process the teacher is not the only person involved. The student 

plays, as obvious, a crucial role.  

With the help of this table, the student will improve the quality of his or her study 

and help him or her diagnose difficulties of any kind concerning the learning process.  

 

SELF-ASSESSMENT GRID 1���� 2 3 4 5 ☺☺☺☺ 

I have come regularly to class.       

I have tried to make the homework whenever possible.       

I have participated actively and positively in the activities.       

I understand and think critically about the Chinese 
culture issues covered in this unit. 

     

I am able to read and understand the main ideas of a 
newspaper article related to any of the topics covered in 
this unit.  

     

I am able to listen and understand the main ideas of a 
piece of news (BBC, CNN…) dealing with any of the 
topics covered in this unit.  

     

I am able to write a short text (in both formal and 
informal English) explaining or talking about any of the 
issues covered in this unit.  

     

I am able to discuss and talk about any of the issues 
covered in this unit.  

     

I am able to work cooperatively with my classmates.      

Grade yourself (effort, dedication, etc.)      
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Feedback sheet 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an anonymous feedback for the teacher. Please, be honest. You don’t 

need to answer in English. Thanks thank you for your collaboration! ☺☺☺☺ 

 

Do you think that this unit has been useful? Choose from 1 (not very useful) to 5 (very useful).  

 1   2  3  4  5 

What have you liked the most? Why?  

 

What have you liked the least? Why?  

 

Which part do you remember the most from this unit? 

 

Is there something you would have liked to know more about? / Would you change something? 
What and why? 

 

 

What do you think about the actuation of the 
teacher? / Which aspects of teaching do you 
think the teacher should improve on?  

 

Do you like having more than one teacher 
in the classroom?  

 

Other comments or suggestions: 

 

 

Rate the unit from 1 to 10 
 

1      ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   10   
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BEFORE STARTING… BEFORE STARTING… BEFORE STARTING… BEFORE STARTING…     

 First of all, the teacher must introduce and explain the unit (reasons, content, 
aim of the activities, assessment, etc., see “INFORMATION FOR THE TEACHER ” for 
more details). Students need to know what they are going to do.  

 Then, both teacher and students read together the “USEFUL INFORMATION ” 
and “INTRODUCTION” sections to illustrate what has been explained before.  

 In order to present the unit, another possibility  could be that the teacher 
prepares a PowerPoint Presentation so that it gets more dynamic.  

           

WHY CHINA? 

China, one of the world's oldest continuous 
civilizations, was told to be a sleeping giant. 
Now, that giant is awakening: since the 80’s, it 
has been experiencing an incredible growth in 
all senses: economy, population, technology, 
opening to the world… China is becoming one 
of the most powerful countries and is exerting 
more and more influence on the world 
outlook. Nevertheless, to understand why the 
country is developing in one way or another, it 
is very important to understand what is 
behind: the culture.  

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO LEARN ? 

In this unit, we are going to study all those 
particular features which make the Chinese 
culture so special and, sometimes, so far from 
us.  

OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, the student will be able 
to discuss and think critically about the main 
cultural characteristics and traditions from 
China.  

ASSESSMENT  

The assessment will be: 
- a final quiz 
- teacher’s notes 
- a self-assessment grid 
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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    

 

 This is a comic strip which introduces both topic and content of the unit in a 
quick and graphic way.  

 In the strip, there are four characters: one teacher (the girl in the first vignette) 
and three students, which appear in the following vignettes. It is imitating a real-life 
situation which can happen in any classroom.  

The scene is the following: the teacher is introducing the lesson and the 
students are asking questions and thinking about the topic. The questions and 
reflexions of these invented characters are those that our real students may have in 
mind. This is a good way of testing the expectations of our students.  

It is not necessary to devote much time to this because it is just a way of 
introducing the unit. However, in order to do so, there are two possibilities :   

- The teacher reads it out loud alone.  

- Four students act out this short scene.  
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 This Wordle shows all the basic (and probably new) vocabulary that students 
will learn through  the unit.  

 It is important to make clear that students do not have to understand all these 
words right now. This is a guide of the content of the unit and a way of collecting the 
most important words related to this topic, because these words are going to appear in 
this unit.  

 The idea is that, they read this Wordle very quickly and some weeks later, once 
the unit is finished, they go back to this sheet and tick (�) all the words they can 
explain. This way, students can see their progress.  

  

 

 

Moreover, in the file M1-glossary.doc from the CD, there is a Glossary 
worksheet  in which students can daily write down all the new words or the interesting 
vocabulary they want to remember. In this glossary table, there are four columns:  

- One for the English word 

- One for the explanation or the definition  

- One for the translation (if needed) 

- And one for an example of how this word is used  

This is also a good way of teaching students how to study in an autonomous 

way because they can follow this model with all the units in their curricular book.     
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SESSION 1SESSION 1SESSION 1SESSION 1    

After presenting the unit, the teacher starts the first activity:  

Activity 1: WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT CHINA?  

OBJECTIVES This activity has two aims.  
- On the one hand, it is useful for 

the teacher to see what 
students already know about 
China (in other words, their 
background). 

-  On the other hand, it is a way of 
presenting the content we are 
going to cover in this unit. So, 
the students are not likely to 
complete the whole mind map 
now but at the end of the three 
sessions.   

INTERACTION Groups of 4 people 
ASSESSMENT  Mind map correction  
TIMING 15’ 

 

1. Meet in groups of 4 people. 

2. Try to complete the following mind map about China with as much 
information as you can. For example: China ���� cities ���� capital ���� Beijing  

 
 

 The teacher tells the students not to worry if they do not know something, 
because this mind map can be completed after the next activity. It is just a way of 
testing their previous knowledge.  

The teacher monitors the activity and pays attention to those aspects that 
students do not know in order to explain them later if the PowerPoint Presentation (next 
activity) is not clear enough.  

 It is a good opportunity for reminding the students that they should speak in 
English to practise oral skills with an eye on their final exam in May.  
 

The teacher plays the video Beautiful China and traditional music. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxVbdGPAfjE (accessed May 24, 2010) in order to 
create a sort of “Chinese atmosphere” while students are working.  

 



China: a cultural approach 

 

       Arancha Domper Morales 



China: a cultural approach 

 

       Arancha 

Domper Morales 

Activity 2: CHINA: AN OVERVIEW 

OBJECTIVES - Give a general overview about China  
so that SS could contextualize the 
country.  

- Practise an exam-type task. 
INTERACTION Groups of 4 people  
ASSESSMENT Multiple choice task as if it was a listening 

comprehension. Interchange the book 
with your partner and correct his or her 
work. If you do not agree at some point, 
discuss the possible right answer.  

TIMING 35’ 
 
To present this activity, the teacher may explain that we are going to learn the main 
issues concerning the current situation of China: location, capital and the most 
important cities, president and political party, po pulation, languages, holidays 
and traditions and recent events . So, let’s start!  

1. Close your books. 

2. Watch and listen to the PowerPoint. 

 The teacher projects the PowerPoint Presentation China: an overview (file 
M2_CHINAoverview.ppt in the CD).  

 This PowerPoint Presentation includes an audio file recorded by myself 
explaining all the slides which is included in the CD. Another possibility  is that the 
teacher explains him or herself the PPT lively. 

3. Complete the mind map.  

4.  Read the sentences below and choose the correct option to complete 
each of the statements. See how many questions you can answer.  

5. Listen to the PowerPoint again and check/complete your answers.  

 The teacher projects again the PowerPoint Presentation China: an overview.  

6. Compare your results in groups of 4.  
7. All-together correction.  

  

  If there is enough time, when correcting the statements, the teacher may ask 
very quickly other related questions to check properly the understanding of the content 
in the PPT (notice that all the answers appear in the PPT. The ones that are extra 
information are in red ). For example:  
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1. Shanghai… 
a. is the largest city and the capital of China 
b. is the capital of China 
c. is the largest city in China 

How many people live in Shanghai? 
  A:  more than 20 million people.   
Is Shanghai the capital of China?  
Which is the capital?  
How many people live there?   
Do you remember any important or interesting monume nt in the capital?  

2. Mao Zedong… 
a. is the president of China 
b. founded the People’s Republic of China 
c. did not support the Communist Party of China 

In which year was the PRC founded?  
Who is the current president of the PRC? 

3. The only-child policy… 
a. says that urban couples cannot have children at all 
b. says that, in some exceptions, ethnic minorities can have more than one 

child. 
c. was abolished in 1979 

When was the only-child policy established? 
What does it say? 
What are the exceptions?  
Do you know what happens if you are an urban couple  and you decide to 
have more than one child?  
 A: economic fine.  

4. The name of the ethnic group “Han” comes from… 
a. one of the 55 ethnic minorities 
b. the 8% of the Chinese population 
c. the Han dynasty 

Do you know the name of any of the 55 ethnic minori ties?  
A:  Uyghur, Zhuang…    

5. Mandarin Chinese is… 
a. the most spoken language in the world 
b. the only language spoken in China 
c. not the only official language in China 

Do you know how many people speak Mandarin Chinese?   
 A: 1 billion people  (about one-fifth of the world’s population)  
What are the two ways of writing Mandarin Chinese? 
Do you know the differences in form and usage betwe en them?  

A:  difference in form: Traditional characters use more  strokes than 
Simplified characters use.  As it name says, it was the way ancient 
Chinese used to write.  
Difference in usage: Traditional form is used in th e media (TV, the 
majority of newspapers, and government papers, amon g others).  

Can you think of any other variety or dialect of Ma ndarin Chinese? 
 A:  Cantonese, Taiwanese, Shanghai’s dialect… 
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6. The Chinese New Year is celebrated… 
a. after a 12-year cycle, according to the lunar calendar 
b. the fifth day of the lunar calendar 
c. the first day of the lunar calendar 

Do you know which the typical meal in New Year’s ce lebrations is? 
A:  Tangyuan, small round white cakes made with smashed  rice and 
black sesame inside. 

7. The Lantern Festival is called like this because… 
a. it is the end of the Chinese New Year celebration 
b. thousands of red lanterns are hung everywhere 
c. it is an unknown legend 

When does the Lantern Festival occur?  
Do you know which the most famous character in thes e festivities is?  

 A:  (fú) which means happiness, good fortune, blessing  

8. The Dragon Boat Festival consists of… 
a. dragon boat races and eating zongzi 
b. throwing zongzi to the river 
c. reciting poetry 

Which poet do Chinese people commemorate in this fe stivity? 
What are zongzi made of? 
 A: Zongzi are made of glutinous rice stuffed with different fillings 

and wrapped in bamboo or reed leaves. They are cook ed by 
steaming or boiling.   

9. Mooncakes are eaten… 
a. on the Chinese New Year 
b. in the Dragon Boat Festival 
c. in the Mid-Autumn Festival 

Why mooncakes are called like this? 
A: because they are made in honour of the harvest moon . The 
moon is rounded as well as the cakes. They both sym bolize the 
unity of the family. That is why Chinese people eat  in round tables.    

 What do Chinese people do in order to celebrate the  Mid-Autumn Festival?   
10. The most important consequence of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games was… 

a. the pride of the whole country 
b. a new environmental policy 
c. that tourism in China increased considerably 

Which is the other event happening this year in Sha nghai? 
When does it open? When does it close?  
Why Shanghai? 

 

 If necessary, teacher leaves 3 minutes for the students to complete the 
information missing in the previous mind map. Then, the teacher collects the mind 
maps in order to assess them.  
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SESSION 2SESSION 2SESSION 2SESSION 2    

Activity 1: CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY  

TANDEM TEACHING 
 
The teacher asks the following questions to present this activity:  

- Is Chinese calligraphy different from ours? 
- Why is Chinese calligraphy so important for the Chi nese?   

Let’s find it out!  

Play the video Chinese calligraphy ( 书 法书 法书 法书 法 ). [Video] 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSGJ5I0bGVY (accessed May 24, 2010) as an 
introductory example. Play it again at the end of the activity to illustrate the content of 
the article.  

OBJECTIVES - Understand the i mportance of the 
calligraphy for the Chinese.  

- Practise an exam-type task.  
INTERACTION Groups of 4 

ASSESSMENT - True or false questions.  
- Handwriting analysis 

TIMING 55’  

1. In groups of 4, read the text and underline the best option for each 
statement. 

2. Match the highlighted words on the left with their definition on the right.  

DISPLAY a very strong feeling or emotion 

ACCOMPLISHMENT an activity in which people make beautiful objects using 
their hands 

CONVEY something difficult that you succeed in doing, especially 
after working hard over a period of time  

DEEP a single short line or mark made with a pen or brush  

SEAL CARVING  to put something in a particular place so that people can 
see it easily  

HANDICRAFT  official stamp 

STROKE to communicate ideas or feelings indirectly  

If students need the definition of any other word, use the McMillan Dictionary 
Online: http://www.macmillandictionary.com/   
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The word "calligraphy" is originally a Greek word meaning "beautiful writing". [At / on / in / over] 

China, calligraphy, one of the traditional four arts dating back to the earliest days of Chinese history, is 

admired and displayed in museums just as paintings are. 

For the Chinese, the ancient art of the written word is not just a method of communication but also a 

means of expressing the dynamic forces of the natural world. According to an old Chinese saying, "the 

way characters are written is a portrait of the person who writes them", one can "read" the identity of 

the person [because of / through / into / towards] his or her handwriting. Calligraphy is a 

reflection of a person's emotions, moral integrity, character, educational level, and accomplishments in 

self-cultivation, intellectual tastes and approach to life. Chinese characters, which convey ideas, are 

regarded as the most abstract and sublime art form.  

Calligraphy is also a practical fine art. Calligraphic inscriptions written on paper, wooden plaques or stone 

tablets serve as decorations of a deep artistic value. [Moreover / Nevertheless / However / On 

the opposite], calligraphy is often used to decorate articles of everyday use. Great attention is also 

paid today to its development by holding exhibitions of ancient and contemporary works. 

Calligraphy manifests the basic characteristics of all [the / some / a / øøøø] Chinese arts. Closely 

associated with paintings - the two leaders of Chinese art forms -, calligraphy takes precedence over 

painting since it greatly inspired the art of painting. Moreover, calligraphy has influenced other typically 

Chinese art forms like classical poetry, seal carving, sculpture, traditional music and dance, architecture 

and handicrafts.  

To become an artist or expert in calligraphy, one has to practice word-by-word and stroke-by-stroke 

[when / since / until / because] the spirit of the practice gets into one's mind. To the artist, 

calligraphy is a mental exercise that coordinates the mind and the body to choose the best styling in 

expressing the content of the passage.  

In the West, Picasso and Matisse are two artists [which / that / whom / who] openly declared the 

influence by Chinese calligraphy on their works. Picasso even said, "Had I been born Chinese, I would 

have been a calligrapher, not a painter." 

Adapted from: Chinese Calligraphy (Link: http://www.xing.com/net/shanghai/life-story-

%E4%BA%BA%E7%94%9F%E6%95%85%E4%BA%8B-20661/chinese-calligraphy-7254296/ ) 
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 While students are doing so, teacher walks around monitoring the activity. 

3. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.   

a. The Chinese word “calligraphy” means “beautiful writing”. F 

b. In the earliest days of Chinese history, calligraphy portraits were shown in museums 
just as paintings are displayed nowadays. F 

c. For Chinese people, the art of the calligraphy is a means of communication as well 
as a means of expressing the forces of the natural world. T 

d. The personality of a person can be read through his or her handwriting. T 

e. Chinese characters are ideograms. T 

f. Everyday-use articles decorated with beautiful writing are compared in exhibitions. F 

g. Art and painting, the two leaders of Chinese art forms, inspired calligraphy. F 

h. Calligraphy, moreover, has inspired other art forms such as poetry, sculpture, music, 
dance, etc. T 

i. To become an expert calligrapher, one has to practice words and strokes once. F 

j. If Picasso had been born Chinese, he would have been a calligrapher. T 

 All-together correction. While correcting the exercise, the teacher might see if 
there is any problem in comprehension.  

4. Now, underline the sentence from the text that has attracted your attention the 
most.  

 If necessary, students can re-read the text very quickly. Probably it will not be 
necessary because they may remember it.  

5. Discuss briefly the following questions in groups of 3 or 4.  

- Do you think that someone’s personality can be read  through his or her 
handwriting? 

- Do you think that Western handwriting can be analyz ed?  

- Do you know the name of that science?  

 In order to discuss and talk in groups, the teacher advices students to use the 
language help in the following page. The teachers read out loud the sentences paying 
special attention to “as far as I’m concerned” because it is the only structure which may 
be new for them.  
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 All the class together discuss very quickly those questions.  

In order to introduce the next part of the activity, the teacher and students read the 
table below about the handwriting analysis. While reading, pay special attention to any 
new word.  

 

  

Language help – Giving opinions  

• In my opinion / view...  
• Generally speaking, I think...  
• Personally, … 
• To my mind...  
• I’d just like to say...  
• As far as I’m concerned...  
• I’m quite convinced that...  
• To be quite honest / frank...  
• If you ask me...  

 

 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS – CLUES 

 A steady baseline A wavy baseline A downwardly 

directed baseline 

 
 

An upwardly 

directed baseline 

BASE LINE 

calm, firm, confident 
and in control.  

impetuous, 
instinctive, 
spontaneous, 
temperamental 
and 
unpredictable.  

lack of energy, 
pessimism, 
scepticism and 
tiredness 

buoyant, cheerful, 
forceful and hopeful. 

 

 

 Steady right slant Steady left slant Mixture slant 

ANGLE 
self-confidence, self-
assertiveness, 
insensitivity 

strongly-controlled 
feelings, thinking before 
acting 

difficulty in making 
decisions, inconsistency 
unpredictability 

 

 Joined letters within words S e p a r a t e d  l e t t e r s  

w i t h i n  w o r d s  

WELL-CONNECTED 

LETTERS? 

logical and ordered 
thinking, use of 
experience more than 
imagination, 
consistency  

strong intuition, original 
thinking, impulsiveness and 
creativity. 
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Let’s check it!  

Example: I have analyzed myself through my own handwriting.   

 

Firstly, the upwardly directed baseline  can indicate that I am a cheerful, forceful and 

hopeful person. Moreover, the steady left slant  can show that I am a person who 

thinks before acting and that I tend to control my feelings. Finally, I write separated 

letters  within words and this means that I have a strong intuition and original thinking.  

 The teacher reads this example.  

Would you like to try?  

6. Write that sentence from the text that you have just underlined in the 
space below: 

 The teacher emphasises the fact that they have to write as they normally do, 
without taking into the account the handwriting analysis clues we have just read.  

7. Now, pass your book to the student sitting on your right.  

8. According to the clues in the table below and following the example given, 
make a three-line commentary on your partner’s personality through his or her 
handwriting in your notebook.  

 While students are writing the commentary, the teacher walks around the class 
for any questions, doubt or concern the students may have.  

When they have finished, the teacher asks two or three students to read the 
commentary they have written and then the teacher may ask to the person who whose 
handwriting has been analyzed if he/she agrees or disagrees with it.  
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SESSION 3SESSION 3SESSION 3SESSION 3    

Activity 1: CHINESE HOROSCOPE 

OBJECTIVES - Learn how the Chinese zodiac 
works 

- Practise oral skills  
INTERACTION Groups 
ASSESSMENT Monitoring the activity. Force the students 

to talk in English.  
TIMING 20’ 

 
In order to present the activity, the teacher may ask some questions, such as:  
- What do you know about the Chinese horoscope?  
- Which is its basis?  
- How many animals are there in the Chinese horoscope ? Then, the teacher 

starts: 
 

1. Look at the following table and match the name of the animals with their picture.  

2. Find your animal year in the table below. 
 

 

 

 

Source: ChinaToday.com. Link: http://www.chinatoday.com/culture/zodiac/zodiac.htm 

 The clue in order to correct this exercise is that the pictures are already in order.  

 

1 2 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 

1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

8 9 10 11 12 
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3. Meet the people with the same animal year.  

4.  Teacher gives to each group the card 
corresponding to their horoscope. (See file M3-
CARDS_chinese_zodiac.doc in the CD).  

5. Read the card given by the teacher.  

6. All together check vocabulary and meaning.  

 In the cards some new words may appear. If students do not know the meaning 
of one particular word, one student in each group may go to the computer and look it 
up in the dictionary. Then, he or she goes back to their group and tell their partners the 
definition so that they can copy it.  

7. You have 3 minutes to search 1 compatible person and 1 incompatible 
person. Use the language help in the table below.  

8. Complete the charts given. Use the language help in the table below.  

Find someone… 

COMPATIBLE INCOMPATIBLE 

Student: 

Chinese zodiac: 

Character description:  

 

 

 

Student: 

Chinese zodiac: 

Character description:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Finally, the teacher may ask two or three students if they agree with the 
Chinese horoscope, who they are compatible and incompatible with and if they think it 
is true or not.  

 

Useful language 
Which Chinese zodiac animal are you?  
What sign were you born under?  
What animal are you in the Chinese zodiac? 

I am a ____ because I was born in _____.  
I was born under the sign of the _____.  

What does the Chinese horoscope say about your sign? 
According to the Chinese horoscope, _____ are _____.  
Those born under the sign of the ____ are____ 
 

WATCH OUT!  

The teacher must print, laminate 

and cut the cards separately. 

Therefore, it is advisable to 

prepare the cards in advance.  
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Activity 2: MINDPOINT QUIZ SHOW 

 
OBJECTIVES - Grammar review of all the 

linguistic items that the curriculum 
for Level 3 covers 

INTERACTION Individual work 
ASSESSMENT Self-assessment grid  
MATERIALS  Book the computer lab or similar 
TIMING 20’ 
 
 

 The teacher explains the students that this activity consists of grammar and 
vocabulary questions following the curriculum for 4th of ESO in order to review all the 
contents seen during the whole course as if it was a real exam task.  
 
 The teacher takes the students to the computer lab or a similar room in which 
there is a computer per student. It could be a nice idea that the teacher, before the 
class starts, goes to that room and turns on all the computers in order to save time. 

 Once both teacher and students are in the computer room, students have to 
install the program (link: 
http://www.einstruction.com/support_downloads/downloads.html) and select the file 
with the questions. Here there are two possibilities : 

- The teacher sends an e-mail to all the students with the link to download the 
program and the file with the questions attached (see file M4-china_MPQS in the 
CD) 

- The teacher uploads both things in the Moodle. 

 The teacher shows all the steps in the projector to help students not to get lost.  

 When students finish installing the program and selecting the file with the 
questions, the teacher explains that the task consists of selecting the most appropriate 
answer for each item.  

 For example, the teacher does the first one:  

1. We travelled to China, we went to the hotel and soon afterwards we… 
a. will be visiting monuments and museums 
b. visited monuments and museums  
c. were visiting monuments and  museums 
d. have been visiting monuments and museums 

The teacher reminds the students that this is an individual task in order to see 
their progress in the grammar. So, they must take this exercise seriously.  

Students should take note of those questions that they do not know. At the end 
of the activity, the program will show the results. Students will write these results in a 
paper and will give this paper to the teacher.   
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 KEY - CHINA1: GRAMMAR.   
 
Here there are all the questions with their answers.  

 
1. We travelled to China, we went to the hotel and soon afterwards we… 

a. will be visiting monuments and museums 
b. visited monuments and museums  
c. were visiting monuments and  museums 
d. have been visiting monuments and museums 

2. I love … Chinese operas 
a. The 
b. a 
c. ø 
d. such 

3. Yesterday night she was nice looking and she wore… that everyone looked at 
her!  

a. such a nice dress 
b. any nice dress 
c. some nice dresses 
d. a dress so nice 

4. We can’t fit that Chinese painting into my car. It isn’t … 
a. big 
b. too much big 
c. enough big 
d. big enough 

5. … the rain and the bad weather, we enjoyed our trip to the Great Wall. 
a. although 
b. nevertheless  
c. because of 
d. despite 

6. Travelling by car is convenient… you have somewhere to park. 
a. providing that 
b. while 
c. as 
d. whereas 

7. I lost my key. I’ll have to… 
a. make another one 
b. have another key made 
c. have another key 
d. had another key made 

8. When was the last time you… 
a. cut your hair? 
b. had your hair cut? 
c. have your hair cut? 
d. were cutting your hair? 

9. Confucius, … sayings are well-known currently, was a famous Chinese 
philosopher.  

a. which 
b. that 
c. whose 
d. whom 

10. I wish I… my umbrella. 
a. brought  
b. will bring 
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c. bring 
d. had brought 

11. I don’t need there is any need… a new road. 
a. to 
b. with 
c. for 
d. in 

12. … healthy food lately? 
a. Were you eating 
b. Have you been eating 
c. Had you eating 
d. Did you eat 

13. Paul has given up… 
a. smoking 
b. to smoke 
c. smoked 
d. having smoked 

14. She refused… me. 
a. telling  
b. having telling 
c. told 
d. to tell 

15. If you … some sun cream, you’ll burn. 
a. didn’t put on 
b. haven’t put on 
c. don’t put 
d. put 

16. Look at his car! He… rich. 
a. is likely to be 
b. must be 
c. might be 
d. may be 

17. That’s the time… he left university. 
a. who 
b. that 
c. which 
d. when  

18. He has had a passion for mountains… he was 8 years old.  
a. since 
b. for 
c. until 
d. during 

19. I… for more than an hour when you arrived. 
a. waited 
b. will be waiting 
c. had been waiting 
d. was waiting 

20. She has been working hard, … 
a. has she? 
b. did she? 
c. didn’t she? 
d. hasn’t she? 

TOTAL SCORE : ___ / 20
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 This is a great activity for students to review grammar and vocabulary with an 
entertaining content (China). The teacher monitors the activity and tries to solve any 
question or concern the students may have.  

As this activity has a self-assessment, students may have an idea of their 
progress and weak points regarding their final exam in June.  

The teacher may project in the blackboard the following grid for self-assessment 
for the students to see:   

 

GRID FOR SELF-ASSESSMENT 

0 – 5 out of 20  POOR 

5 – 10 out of 20  AVERAGE 

10 – 15 out of 20  GOOD! 

15 – 20 out of 20  EXCELLENT! 

    

After this activity, the teacher may notice which grammar points need to be 
reviewed or developed onwards.  

If necessary, the teacher may prepare more quizzes like this one for the 
students to review and settle all the content for the final exam.  
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SESSION SESSION SESSION SESSION 4444    

Activity 1: THE GREAT WALL 

OBJECTIVES - Learn how the Great Wall was 
built.  

- Practise written skills.  
INTERACTION Groups of 4 
ASSESSMENT Composition.  
TIMING 20’ 
 
The teacher starts the lesson by asking the following questions to introduce the activity: 
- Which is the most famous monument in China? 
- Do you know when it was built?  
- Why did the Chinese build it?  
So, let’s find it out!  

1. Listen and watch the video China: The Great Wall. [Video] 
http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/7247-china-the-great-wall-video.htm 
(accessed May 24, 2010).  

2. While listening, in groups of 4 put the pictures given by the teacher in 
order. 

 Teacher gives each group a set of images (see file M5-greatwall_images.doc in 
the CD) and then the teacher plays the video.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. To help a bit more, read the following 10 disorganised statements taken from 
the video (see next page worksheet: “THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA ”).  

4. In groups of 4, match the words in bold  with their definition.  

  Teacher corrects this activity so that students understand completely the 
meaning and the vocabulary appearing in the sentences and, thus, in the video.  

5. Watch the video again and put in order both pictures and sentences.  

 Teacher corrects the sentences and projects the right order of the pictures.  

6. Following the pictures and the sentences and with the help of your 
memory, in groups of 4 write a short text about the story of the Great Wall in 
your notebooks. 

 In order to correct this activity, the teacher has several options. For example, 1 
student in each group may read out loud their text; the teacher may collect the 
writings… 

7. Watch the video again and enjoy the beautiful views.  

 

WATCH OUT!  
The teacher must print and cut these 

images separately. Therefore, it is 

advisable to prepare the cards in 

advance.  
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THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA 

1. These sentences are taken from the video. Before watching the video 
read through them and try to do the next activity in order to 
understand the sentences completely. 

- The construction of these Walls began more than 2000 years ago with the 
Emperor Qin. 3 

- During the 15th century, the Chinese built a single Wall. 7 

- The Walls surrounded the edges  of the Chinese empire. 4 

- Workers sealed off  the country’s northern frontier with what they call Chang 
Cheng, or The Great Wall. 8  

- Originally, there was not one single Wall but a series of separated ones, with a 
total length of 35000 miles. 2 

- Today, the Wall has become a symbol of China and it is part of the Chinese 
identity. 9 

- The greatest threats for the Great Wall are time, tourism and neglects . 10 

- The Mongols were the greatest warriors the world has ever known and they 
attacked China repeatedly. 5 

- The Great Wall of China is one of the mankind ’s most extraordinary 
achievements . 1 

- The Chinese realized that the original Walls were not enough. 6  

2. Please, match the words in boldin boldin boldin bold with their correct definition: 

EDGE to prevent people from entering an area or a building 

SEAL OFF the failure to give someone or something the care or 

attention that they need 

NEGLECT the part of something that is furthest from its centre 

MANKIND the fact of succeeding at things in general, by working hard 

ACHIEVEMENT all humans considered as a single group. 

 

3. Now, put the sentences in task 1 in order while watching the video.  
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Activity 2: CHINA’S TRAFFIC 

OBJECTIVES - Describing a picture.  
- Asking questions.  
- Practise an exam-type task. 

INTERACTION Pairs 
ASSESSMENT Oral skills rubric  
TIMING 30-35’ 

 

As you all know, at the end of the course you will have to face an oral exam in 
which you will have two photographs. In pairs, you will have to ask questions in order to 
find differences and similarities between the two pictures, tell your partner what your 
text is about, agree and disagree with your partner’s opinions, and propose solutions to 
the questions he or she may ask you.  

Here you are given an example. Let’s practice!  

 

TANDEM TEACHING  

 The teacher explains the three parts of the activity and reminds them that this is 
an exam-type task. Thus, it is important for them to focus on the following: 
- asking correct questions 
- opinions (asking for an opinion, giving opinions and agreeing or disagreeing)  
- retelling in their own words the text which is below the image 
- interaction!  

Then, both teacher and students read together the “LANGUAGE HELP ” 
handout which contains a list of useful vocabulary and expressions to practise in this 
activity. In order to clarify all the language support given, the teacher may do a brief 
example which students will take as a model.  

The timing for the 3 tasks is as follows:  
- task 1: 4 minutes  
- task 2: 8 minutes  
- task 3: 8 minutes 
- teacher’s questions (if necessary): 2 minutes maximum per student 

So, in order to help students care about the time, the teacher may use the 
Online-Stopwatch (link: http://www.online-stopwatch.com/) and project the timing so 
that everybody can see it.  
The teachers walk around the class grading the students’ talk according to the ORAL 

EXPRESSION RUBRIC (see R2 in the Assessment Section). This way, students may have 

an idea of their progress and those aspects which need improvement. The teachers 

may write down commentaries, suggestions, clarifications, corrections, etc. for the 

student in the empty spaces.  Feedback will be given to each student assessed at the 

end of the class. 

 WATCH OUT!  

It could be interesting to show the 

rubric to the student so that they 

are aware of it.   
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Language help 

Look at the following mind map for 30 seconds before you start the activities. 

Can you think about other interesting words that you may use while doing the activity?  

 

Use the following language support in order to do task 2. Underline the two or 

three sentence starters or expressions that you want to practice today.  

GIVING OPINION 

I think... 
In my opinion...  
The way I see it is that... 
It is true that...  
I'm convinced that... 
I believe that... 

AGREEING 

I couldn't agree with you more. 
That's so true / That's for sure. 
You're absolutely right. 
Absolutely / Exactly  
That's exactly how I feel. 
No doubt about it. 
I was just going to say that. 

DISAGREEING 

I don't think that... 
I don't agree with… 
I'm afraid I don't agree... 
Frankly, I don’t have the same opinion...  
The problem with your point of view is that... 

INTERFERING / INTERRUPTING 
I’m sorry to interrupt you but… 
Pardon the interruption but… 

ASKING FOR AN OPINION 

What's your idea? 
What are your thoughts on all of this? 
How do you feel about that? 
Do you have anything to say about this? 
What do you think? 
Do you agree? 

CLARIFICATION What do you mean? / What are you trying to say? 
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STUDENT A 

I live in a small city in Finland and I love driving my own car. Here there is no much traffic and 

only a few minutes are needed to get to the city centre. Driving your own car allows you to get 

just everywhere at any time of the day or night, in any kind of weather.  

Heini Hutshaimo, 34

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adapted from: Mostres Certificat Intermedi. Departament Esenyament. http://phobos.xtec.cat/eoi/)

1. Look at the picture and ask your partner for details about his/her 
picture to find similarities and differences between them. 

2. Tell your partner what your text is about. Listen to each other and then 
exchange opinions about the topic and the content of the texts. 

3. To know more on the topic 
In turns, ask your partner three questions about the following subjects 
and answer his/her questions. Start with the first one. 

a) a funny or interesting story related to traffic that has happened to 
him/her 

b) how often he/she takes public transport and what kind of public 
transport he/she takes 

c) other measures to reduce air pollution 
d) if he/she prefers public transport to driving his/her own car 
e) if he/she thinks that using public transport is cheaper 
f) what the advantages/disadvantages of public transport are 

Finally, the teacher may ask you some questions related to the subject. 
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STUDENT B 
 

 

Beijing means not just wonderful sightseeings and beautiful architecture... means also traffic. 

Depending on the hour, you can find yourself stuck into a traffic jam without comparison with 

western ones. I hate traffic jams, so I always use the public transport because it is faster and 

cheaper. 

Wang Yimi, 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adapted from: Mostres Certificat Intermedi. Departament Esenyament. http://phobos.xtec.cat/eoi/) 

 

1. Look at the picture and ask your partner for details about his/her 
picture to find similarities and differences between them. 

2. Tell your partner what your text is about. Listen to each other and then 
exchange opinions about the topic and the content of the texts. 

3. To know more on the topic 
In turns, ask your partner three questions about the following 
subjects and answer his/her questions. Start with the first one. 

a) a funny or interesting story related to traffic that has happened to 
him/her 

b) how often he/she takes public transport and what kind of public transport 
he/she takes 

c) other measures to reduce air pollution 
d) if he/she prefers public transport to driving his/her own car 
e) if he/she thinks that using public transport is cheaper 
f) what the advantages/disadvantages of public transport are 

Finally, the teacher may ask you some questions related to the subject. 
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    SESSION SESSION SESSION SESSION 5555    

Activity 1: THE GREAT FIREWALL OF CHINA 

OBJECTIVES - Think ing  critically about the 
Internet censorship in China.  

- Defending an idea. 
- Practising oral skills.   

INTERACTION Groups of 4.  
Discussion: class divided into 2 groups 

ASSESSMENT Debate 
TIMING 55’ 

 
TANDEM TEACHING 

 
In order to present the activity, the teacher may ask: 

Which is the word play behind the term “Great Firewall”?  
Firewall: a computer program that prevents people from entering a computer 
system illegally and stealing information or causing damage. 
Great Wall 

 This term is used to refer to the Chinese government censorship over Internet.  

 If necessary, the teacher may project the definition of firewall for students to 
copy.  

1. Watch the following video Great Firewall of China (Hungry Beast). [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1hKBZsY27w&feature=fvw (accessed May 24, 
2010) 

2. Watch the video twice and write a short definition of The Great Firewall of China 
in groups of 4.  

 The teacher plays the video. 
In order to help students, the teacher can give them some clues such as: 

- China has so far the most impressive censorship program  
- More than 30.000 of Internet police involved  
- Fence number 1: IP blocking (to control what you upload) 
- Fence number 2: keyword filtering (to control what you download or 

search) 
- Strategies for climbing The Great Firewall: illegal software (grass mud 

horse) 
All-together correction: one person in each group dictates their definition to the 

teacher so that he or she can type it in the computer and project for everybody to 
correct.  

3. Watch the following video It’s dark behing “the Great Firewall” of China. 
[Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1up2khJuL_U (accessed May 24, 2010). 

 Teacher plays the video.  
Students watch the video once. Then, the teacher asks them to read the 

statements in exercise 4 and see how many they can answer. In order to complete or 
check their answers, the teacher plays the video again. 
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4. Decide whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE.  
 
a. Chinese government has said that foreign Internet companies are welcome 

but do not need to obey the law over web censorship. F 
b. The Chinese Foreign Ministry has said that hacker attacks are forbidden. T 
c. Many web users have expressed their support to Google by leaving flowers 

and notes. T 
d. Many Chinese believe that the government has the duty to keep the Internet 

safe and fight against pornography and cyber attacks.  F 
e. Google was a window for the Chinese people to look through The Great 

Firewall. T 

 All-together correction. Then, the teacher plays the next video:  

5. Watch the following example which illustrates Chinese web censorship. 
Video: Google China: Tiananmen Square & Tank Man Censored. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVZO-3MoyhQ (accessed May 24, 2010).  

  In case students do not remember why Tiananmen Square protests are so 
infamous and embarrassing for the Chinese government, read the following excerpt:  

Do you remember this?  

 

an occasion when 
a large group of 
people protest 
about something 

to stop 
opposition or 
protest using 
military force 
or strict laws 
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6.  In groups of 4, write down a list of reasons in favour and against the 
Internet censorship in China. 

 

 The teacher monitors the activity and helps students with any problem  
they may have.  

 
7. Discussion: 

- Make two groups. 
- One group will be in charge of the reasons in favour of the Internet 

censorship in China and the other group will be in charge of the reasons 
against the censorship. 

- 5 minutes to prepare statements and arguments in order to defend 
your own point of view. See the language help in the table below.  

 The teacher and students read the table with the language help in the following 
page. The teacher encourages them to use those structures and advises to underline 
the ones that they want to practise because it is impossible to say them all. While 
reading, the teacher may give some examples for the students to know how the 
structures work; for example: 
 
The issue of the  Chinese government censorship over the Internet raises a lot of discussion 
and people have very different opinions about it.  First, we think that  the Chinese 
government has the duty of protecting the citizens. On the one hand, we claim that  censorship 
is needed in order to provide a healthy environment for the Internet users and avoid bad things 
such as a cyber attack. On the other hand,  we are convinced that  this way Internet is a safer 
place not only for our children but also for everyone.  
  
While students are working in groups, the teacher monitors the activity and helps them 
with any doubt about both content and language.   

- Discussion. Try to convince the opposite group. 

IN FAVOUR  AGAINST  

- Chinese government promotes an 
adequate environment for the 
development of the Internet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Internet censorship attempts against 
the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression.   
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Language help  

INTRODUCING / PRESENTING AN ISSUE 

The issue we are discussing is… 

The issue of ______ raises a lot of discussion and people have very different 
opinions about it… 

PRESENTING ARGUMENTS 

We claim/think that… 

First…., Second…, Third…, Then… 

In support of ______, we believe… 

First of all, we’d like to consider the points in favour of _______… 

In addition…/ Furthermore… / Moreover… 

We also argue that… 

Not everyone supports this, but we believe that… 

On the one hand… On the other hand… 

REACTING TO EACH OTHER’S OPINIONS 

Despite these arguments we believe otherwise… 

In opposition to these beliefs we think… 

However there are strong arguments against this point of view… 

 

When the discussion is finished, answer this question: 

Do you think Chinese government 
censorship over Internet is likely to change 
in the future?  

 

 During the activity, the teacher acts as a moderator trying to keep the focus of 
the activity all the time: Chinese government censorship over Internet, because it could 
be easy to start talking about politics, policy and citizens’ rights and duties.  

 
 The teacher may use the GROUP DEBATE RUBRIC (see R3 in the Assessment 
Section) in order to assess the actuation of the two groups.  
Feedback will be given to each group at the end of the class. 

Language tip 

TO BE LIKELY TO 
means that something is 
probably going to 
happen, or probably true.  
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SESSION SESSION SESSION SESSION 6666    

Activity 1: PINYIN AND TONAL SYSTEM 

OBJECTIVES - Understand what is pinyin and a 
tonal language 

- Practice one exam-type task. 
INTERACTION Groups of 4 
ASSESSMENT Reading exercise 
TIMING 45-50’ 
 
As this topic is a bit unknown and strange for the students, the teacher may introduce it 
little by little by asking and explaining the following questions in order to guide the 
students to the focus of the activity: 

- Which is the official language in China? 
- Which are the two ways of writing Mandarin Chinese?  
- Mandarin Chinese is written with characters, isn’t it?  
- And, do you remember that characters are written wi th strokes 

(short lines)? 
Then, the teacher explains that this is how Chinese language is written, but what 
happens if you want to pronounce or read Chinese ch aracters?  
The teacher writes in the blackboard one character to serve as an example. For 
instance,  
 

 

 
And now the teacher asks the students: 

- If you saw this character, how would you pronounce it or how 
would you read it?  

- As you can see, there is no direct relation between  what it is 
written and what it is pronounced.  

Thus, the teacher explains that there is a system called pinyin which transliterates into 
the Roman alphabet how the characters are pronounced.  
For example, the teacher writes in the blackboard how the previous character is 
pronounced: 
 

wǒ 
 
So, pinyin is very useful for foreign learners of Chinese to know how characters are 
pronounced. Thus, when learning a new character, you have to learn three things: 

- The strokes (order and direction): how the character is written 
- The pinyin: how the character is pronounced 
- The meaning 

For instance, the teacher writes the following example in the blackboard: 
 

Character:  
Pinyin: wǒ 
Meaning: I  
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Once students have understood this, the teacher now focuses the attention on the little 
thing which is put above the pinyin. To illustrate this, the teacher circles it in the 
blackboard:  
 

wǒ 
 
The teacher explains that this little thing marks the tone. In Mandarin Chinese there are 
five tones. In Cantonese, for example, there are nine.  
The teacher has to explain now that Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language and ask the 
following question: 

- What is a tonal language?  
A tonal language is a language in which pitch is used as a part of speech, changing the 
meaning of a word. The teacher writes in the blackboard the following example:  
 

First tone: mā 
Second tone: má 

Third tone: mǎ 
Fourth tone: mà 
Neutral tone: ma 

 
The teacher reads these characters out loud making emphasis in the tones and asks 
students to repeat.  
The teacher explains by writing in the blackboard that these characters are similar in 
pronunciation but very different in writing and meaning:  
 

mā ( ) means “mother” 

má ( ) means "numb" 

mǎ ( ) means "horse" 

mà ( ) means "to scold, to insult" 

ma ( ) is used to indicate polite suggestion or question 

 
In order to practise all the tones together, the teacher asks the students to read out 
loud the following sentence:  
 

? 
nǐ māma mà n ǐ ma? 
Does your mother insult you?  

 
However, there are a few examples of how tone can change the meaning (or at least, 
differentiate meaning) in English. For instance, the word “present” can be used as a 
verb or a noun, with a stress on the first or second syllable changing the meaning. 
 
Understood this, the teacher says that the pinyin is used in another different context.  
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- Can you imagine/preview which the other use of the pinyin is? 
 

Then, the teacher explains that the pinyin, moreover, is used not only in order to learn 
the pronunciation of the characters, but also in order to type Chinese characters in a 
Western computer.  
For example, imagine that you want to type the following text: 
 
I believe that the Chinese language is very interesting.  

。  

 
- How can I type this sentence in a Western computer?  

The teacher explains that it is possible with the help of the pinyin.  
For instance, the pinyin of the sentence is: 
 

wǒ juéde hànyǔ hěn yǒuyìsi. 
 
The first word is wǒ which means “I”. So, then type in the computer “wo” and then all 
the characters pronounced “wo” appear and you have to choose the one that you want.  
 

 In order to make this more understandable, the teacher may provide an 
example by doing it in the computer.  
For instance:  
 

 
 
 
Therefore, the teacher concludes, pinyin and tonal system have a crucial role in the 
Chinese language (learning).  
 

 After the explanation, the teacher tells students that they are going to read a 
text (which is in the next page) related to all this:  

The pinyin of 
the word, in this 
case: “wo”  

Here appears the text in Chinese 
characters.  

Those are the possibilities. All 
these characters are pronounced 
“wo”, the difference is the tone. 
The writer must choose the one 
wanted. In this case, it is the first 
one.  
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1. Read through the text. Some of the sentences are missing. See the 
options below and decide which sentences come from this text and where they 
should go. Write the letter in the corresponding box. 

A. The tonal system of Chinese pronunciation is logographic.  
B. Since Hanyu pinyin uses letters that are also used in the English alphabet, regular 

computer keyboards can be used to enter Chinese text into computers. 
C. Learners of Chinese must learn by heart all the phonetic transcriptions.  
D.  So, Hanyu pinyin is a system used to write out the sounds of Chinese words. 
E. Not only Chinese language does have tones, but  
F. Using these different tones to pronounce the syllable ma can change its meaning: 
G. English is an alphabetic language 
H. Chinese is famous for being a tonal language. 
I. So, Hanyu pinyin is a system used to write how Chinese phonemes are pronounced in 

English.  
J. The result of Chinese employing a logographic script is that words cannot be 

"sounded out" in the same way English words can, since Chinese characters are not 
created using an alphabet.  

 

 All-together correction. Then, students do tasks 2 and 3.   

2. Use the following prompts to construct complete questions. Please conjugate 
the verbs: 

a. to be / the problem / what / its pronunciation / with / Chinese characters / and / ? 
What is the problem with the Chinese characters and  its pronunciation? 

b. to be / hanyu pinyin / what / ? 
What is hanyu pinyin? 

c. to be / its original use / which / ? 
Which was its original use?  

d. to create / and / who / it / why / ? 
Who created it and why?  

e. to mean / what / tonal language / ? 
What does tonal language mean?  

3. In your notebook, answer those questions you have just constructed.  

 If there is no enough time, instead of writing and developing all the answers, 
students may underline them directly in the text. These are the suggested answers:  

a. The problem is that there is no direct link between how Chinese characters are 
written and how the words these characters represent are pronounced. 

b. Hanyu pinyin is a system of Romanization which can be used to learn the 
pronunciation of Chinese characters. 

c. The original use of pinyin was to teach the pronunciation of Mandarin Chinese to 
citizens of China who spoke a non-Mandarin dialect as their first language.  

d. It was designed by the Chinese government to promote literacy and encourage the 
use of Standard Mandarin in a nation of numerous and diverse dialects. 

e. It means that the pitch used in the pronunciation of syllables influences a word's 
meaning. Mandarin has four tones and one neutral tone. 
 

 All-together correction and comments on the exercise.  
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PINYIN AND TONAL SYSTEM  

1.  This means that it uses a set of letters, each of which roughly represents a 
phoneme. These letters are put together in different combinations to visually "spell 
out" the way a word sounds. 

Instead of using letters to spell out how words sound, Chinese uses single 
characters to represent words. Unfortunately, this means that there is no direct link 
between how Chinese characters are written and how the words these characters 
represent are pronounced. Thankfully, there are systems of Romanization which 
can be used to learn the pronunciation of Chinese characters. Hanyu pinyin is the 
most popular of these systems. 

Hanyu is one of the many Chinese words used to refer to the Chinese language; 
Han is the name of the largest ethnic group in China, and yu means "language". 
Pinyin means "phonetics" and refers to the way sounds are spelled. 2.  

3.        That is, the pitch used in the pronunciation of syllables influences a word's 
meaning. Mandarin has four tones and one neutral tone. To illustrate this, consider 
the syllable ma. 4.  

• ma with a first tone (mā  means “mother” 

• ma with a second tone (má ) means "numb" 

• ma with a third tone (mǎ ) means "horse" 

• ma with a fourth tone (mà ) means "to scold, to insult" 

• ma with a neutral tone can be used to indicate polite suggestion or question 

The original use of pinyin was to teach the pronunciation of Mandarin Chinese to 
citizens of China who spoke a non-Mandarin dialect as their first language. It was 
designed by the Chinese government to promote literacy and encourage the use of 
Standard Mandarin in a nation of numerous and diverse dialects. 

Over the years, pinyin has come to virtually replace all other Romanization systems 
of Chinese, such as the Wade-Giles system. 

Today, learners of Chinese as a second language across the globe use the pinyin 
system to learn the pronunciation of Chinese.  

5.  

 
(Source: adapted from Learn to speak Chinese with pinyin. Link: http://learning-
chinese.suite101.com/article.cfm/understanding_hanyu_pinyin) 

G 

D 

H 

F 

B 
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SESSION SESSION SESSION SESSION 7777    

Activity 1: LEARNING CHINESE LANGUAGE 

OBJECTIVES -  Encourage students to learn 
Chinese (demystify the language). 

- Asking questions 
INTERACTION Groups of 4 
ASSESSMENT Reading exercise 
TIMING 45-50’ 

 

 The teacher introduces the activity by asking: 
- Which is the official language in China? 
- Do you think that Mandarin Chinese is easy or diffi cult?  
- Do you think learning Mandarin Chinese is useful?  
- Have you ever tried to learn Mandarin Chinese?  

And then, the teacher tells the students that they are going to read and work 
with a text related to all this. But first, they are going to see a video.  

1. Watch the following video Joey learning French. It is an excerpt from a 
famous TV series called “Friends”. Joey has applied for a job and now he has 
an interview. However, there is a problem. To get the job, Joey must speak 
French and, actually, he does not speak a word of French. So, he has asked his 
friend Phoebe for help. Let’s see what happens.  

 The teacher plays the video Joey learning French. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yJ_HrZImWQ (accessed May 24, 2010).  

Have you ever felt like this while learning a language?  

 The teacher asks this question the students and both teacher and students all 
together discuss and talk a little bit about this question. Then the teacher continues by 
asking:  

2. Can anybody of you speak Chinese? What do you think about how difficult 
it is to learn Chinese? Use the following language help: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Language help: 
 
In my opinion , the most difficult/easy thing to master/learn is… 

To me, it seems that  the pronunciation is the most difficult/easy part to master/learn… 

I believe that  Chinese language is not as difficult as it seems… 

From my point of view,  Chinese is… 
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 The teacher reads out loud the “language help” section. Then, while students 
are doing the activity, the teacher walks around the class monitoring the activity.  

Then, the teacher asks the following question in order to raise students’ 
attention and interest:  

3.  Would you like to learn 10 words in Mandarin Chinese?  

  Then, the teacher plays the following video: The travel linguist – Mandarin 101. 
[Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDyY8NzFcW4 (accessed May 24, 2010).   

 In the video, a Chinese man tells the words and then there is a short while for 
the students to repeat. The teacher asks the students to collaborate and repeat every 
single word. The teacher repeats as well in order to help not to get lost, because 
especially the three last words are quite difficult.  

 Once the video is finished and now that students have an experience of 
“learning and speaking Chinese”, the teacher asks them the following question:  

Which aspects of Chinese language do you think that are the most 
difficult to master? Use the previous language help.  

 All the class together discuss about it.  

4. Read the following text and underline the 8-10 important facts in the text.  

 While students are reading the text, the teacher walks around the class in order 
to solve any question about content or vocabulary. Students have to underline 8 facts 
minimum and 10 facts maximum.  

5. Compare those 8-10 facts you have just underlined with your partner’s.  

 Students have to exchange ideas.  

6. Ask questions so that the answer is what you have underlined.  

 
For example, imagine that you have underlined the sentence:  

There is no alphabet, just thousands of characters.  
One possible question could be:  
Does the Chinese language have an alphabet?  
 
 

 In order to construct the questions, students may work in pairs.  
When students have finished, the teacher asks two or three students to read their 
questions and their answers in order to correct. Then, the teacher asks for more 
questions or doubts about their exercise.  
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HOW HARD IS IT TO LEARN 

CHINESE?  
 
 
An independent school has become the 
first in the UK to make Mandarin Chinese 
compulsory for pupils, reflecting the 

growing importance of 
China on the world stage. 
But it's not an easy 
language to master.  

China used to be called a 
sleeping giant. Now, as the 
world's fastest growing 
major economy, it is well 
and truly awake.  

An estimated 100 schools in 
the UK are now teaching 
Mandarin, China's official 

language, according to the British Council.   

Brighton College this week became the first 
to make the language compulsory, 
alongside French, Spanish and Latin.  

But it is a tough language to learn for 
Westerners. There are two main reasons for 
this, says Dr Frances Weightman, a lecturer 
in Chinese Studies at the University of 
Leeds.  

Firstly, the script poses problems. There is 
no alphabet, just thousands of characters. 
There are so many that no one can give a 
definitive total, but it is believed to be around 
60,000.  

Secondly, the tonal system is hard for 
Westerners. While the meaning of English 
words does not change with tone, the same 
is not true for Mandarin.  

Four-and-a-half tones are used, meaning a 
single word can have many meanings. Ma, 
for example, can mean mother, horse, hemp, 
or be a reproach depending on tone. How 
tones are used also varies extensively from 
province to province.  

"The tonal systems can result in a lot of 
ambiguity for people learning the language," 
says Dr Weightman.  

Pinyin, a system of transliterating Chinese 
characters into the Roman alphabet, is used 
by Westerners to learn Mandarin. Things get 
tougher when students start learning 
characters, but language experts say a 
person only needs roughly 5,000 to be 
literate.  

One thing that is easier in Mandarin is the 
grammar.  

"The grammar is not nearly as 
complicated as many 
European languages," 
says Dr Weightman. 
"For example there are 
no verb tenses, no 
relative clauses, no 
singular or plural."  

The number of 
people in the UK 

learning Mandarin has gone up considerably 
in recent years, she adds.  

“The more we demystify the language, the 

more people will learn it. At the moment it is 

still seen as exotic and a bit strange, which 

can put people off. But that's changing."

 

(Source: adapted from How hard is it to learn Chinese? Link: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/4617646.stm) 
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SESSION 8SESSION 8SESSION 8SESSION 8    

Activity 1: CHINESE NUMBERS 

OBJECTIVES - Practise Chinese hand gestures for 
numbers. 

- Let students talk about their own 
lives.   

INTERACTION Pairs 
ASSESSMENT Monitoring.  
TIMING 40-45’ 
 

 The teacher introduces the class by explaining that gestures are important in all 
languages in order to support what you are saying.  

Hand gestures are used throughout the world, but the same gesture can have 
different meanings in different cultures.  

For example, the hand gestures for numbers. In Chinese the hand gestures for 
numbers are done trying to imitate the way they are written. Then, the teacher writes 
the following in the blackboard:  

 

NUMBERS IN MANDARIN CHINESE 

  yī  one 

   èr  two 

  sān  three 

  sì  four 

  wǔ  five 

   liù  six 

  qī  seven 

   bā  eight 

   jiǔ  nine 

  shí  ten 

 The teacher reads out loud the numbers making emphasis on the pinyin. The 
students repeat after each number.  
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 The teacher reads and explains the following fact to the students:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The teacher asks the following questions and both teacher and students try to 
answer it:  

What hand gestures do we use in Spain for numbers from one to ten? 
Let’s compare them with the Chinese ones.  
 

 Number One  Number Two  Number Three  Number Four 

 Number Five  Number Six  Number Seven  Number Eight 

 

 Number Nine   Number Ten 

(Source: Hand gestures for Mandarin numbers. Link: http://mandarin.about.com/od/chineseculture/ig/Number-Gestures/)  

 While the teacher is explaining the gestures, he or she points out in the 
blackboard the corresponding number.  

Let’s practice together!   

Number 4  (  sì) is considered an unlucky number in 

Chinese culture because it is nearly homophonous to the word 

"death " ( sǐ).  Chinese people are so superstitious that some 

buildings (hospitals, hotels…) do not have a 4th floor.   vs.   
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 The teacher plays the video Counting 1 to 10 in Chinese [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dijFA3kqDaU (accessed May 24, 2010) and asks the 
students to repeat and collaborate with it.  

1. Think about the three most important events in your life. When did they 
happen? (year) 

 The teacher gives them 2 minutes in order to think about it.  

2. In pairs, tell your partner about them. Instead of saying the year, mime it 
with your hands according to the Chinese gestures for numbers.   

 The teacher reads and mimes the two examples below.  

3. Which tense are you going to use? Look at the examples.  

4. Your partner will write them in the following timeline: 
 
 
 
 

 

2010 

 

Example:  

My sister was born in  and she is one of the most 
important people in my life.  

I moved to Barcelona in to start my university 
degree and I have been living here since then.  

 

 

    1992     2005                        2010 

 While students are doing the activity, the teacher monitors them walking around 
the class for any kind of doubt or concern. Before finishing the class, the teacher asks 
one or two students to explain what their partner has told them.  
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SESSION SESSION SESSION SESSION 9999 

Activity 1: CHINESE MUSIC 

OBJECTIVES - Learn about the Chinese music  
- Listening comprehension task 

INTERACTION Groups of 4 
ASSESSMENT  
TIMING 35-40’ 
 

 The teacher explains the students that in this activity they are going to learn 
about the Chinese music. But, first, we are going to work with a famous song by 
Coldplay. It is a vocabulary competition game.  
 

1. Meet in groups of 4 people. 
2. Try to write or remember as many words as you can from the song. If you 

want, you can use the following space:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The teacher plays the video Coldplay – Yellow (Official Music Video). 
[Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ox4VK7P4mOc&feature=related (accessed May 
24, 2010). The teacher draws the following table in the blackboard in order to correct the 
exercise: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

GROUP 1 

GROUP 2 

GROUP 3 GROUP 6 

GROUP 5 

GROUP 4 
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 Then, the teacher goes from group to group asking for a word from the song 
and writes it in the blackboard in the box for each group. If students repeat a word or 
say a word that does not belong to the song they miss the turn. The game finishes 
when students can give no more words. The group with most words wins.  
 

 Then, the teacher plays the following video Coldplay – Yellow + Karaoke. 
[Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1txPgwbvDmQ&feature=related (accessed May 
24, 2010). It is the same song but with the lyrics and asks the students to write down all 
the new words from the song.  

 Then, the teacher dedicates 3 or 4 minutes to explain the meaning of those 
words that students do not understand.  

 Once it has finished, the teacher asks the students the following questions:  

3. Discuss the following questions:  
- Which is the meaning of the song? 
- Why yellow and not other colour? 

 The teacher reads the questions and tells the students to use the following 
language help: 

 

 

 

 

 

 The teacher walks around the class and monitors the activity.  

Once students have finished, the teacher projects the following information 
related from the song.  

Lead singer Chris Martin has said that the lyrics are about being devoted to someone, wanting to 
do anything for them - writing a song for them, swimming across the sea for them and so on. He 
said that it's not necessarily a romantic devotion, but someone that you look up to and would do 
anything for, a brotherly love. (Thanks, Adam - Sussex, England) 

The band came up with the line "Look at the stars, look how they shine for you" after looking 
up at the night sky. They were recording in Wales, which had a nice, clear sky. 

The color yellow can have many negative implications ("Yellow Journalism," "Yellow Fever," a 
"Yellow Card" for a foul in soccer), but for Coldplay, it is a beautiful color. According to lead 
singer Chris Martin, "It was simply because that word sounded nice, it just seemed to fit, no 
other reason. None of the other colors would have sounded right really!" The Beatles were kind 
to the color when they used it in their song "Yellow Submarine." 

(Source: Yellow by Coldplay songfacts. Link: http://www.songfacts.com/detail.php?id=762) 
 

 

Language help: 
- For me, the meaning of this song is… 
- This song makes me think/feel…  
- From my point of view, this song talks about… 
- In my opinion, the yellow colour suggests me… 
- The yellow colour has positive/negative connotations because it 

makes me remember…  
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 In order to finish with this section, the teacher asks the students to discuss very 
briefly about this information. Do they agree with it? And finally, the teacher may ask 
two or three students for their opinion.  

  The teacher asks the students to pay attention to this version of the 
same song by Coldplay without saying that it is the Chinese version. Let’s see what 
students imagine. Then, the teacher plays the following file: http://www.learn-chinese-
songs.com/ZhengJun-Liuxing.mp3.  

4. Listen to this version of Yellow by Coldplay. Is it very different?  
 

 The teacher gives 2 or 3 minutes to the students to think and discuss about it 
and then the teacher confirms that this is the Chinese version of the song. The teacher 
projects the following web page, which is the lyrics of the Chinese version: 
http://www.chinese-tools.com/songs/song/129/liuxing.html. If the teacher rolls the 
mouse over a word, the page will show the English translation.  
 

5. Listen again to Liuxing, the Chinese version of Yellow by Coldplay following 
the lyrics in the projector.  

6. Which version do you like the most? Use the following language help: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7.  Let’s play karaoke! Coldplay – Yellow + Karaoke. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1txPgwbvDmQ&feature=related (accessed 
May 24, 2010).   

 

 The teacher plays the video and both teacher and students enjoy the music and 
the video and sing together as a way of finishing the class.  

 

 

Language help: 

I prefer  the English version than  the Chinese version because it is the one that I 
understand. 
I feel  that the Chinese version is the best because it is a way of learning different new 
languages. 
If I had to choose, I would choose  the Chinese version because… 
I believe that some versions of some songs are… 
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Activity 2: SNAKES AND LADDERS GAME 

OBJECTIVES - Recapitulate and review the 
important content seen in this unit.   

INTERACTION Groups of 4 
ASSESSMENT Monitoring the activity.  
TIMING 20-25’ 
MATERIALS  Shakers, dice, counters 

 The teacher introduces the activity by asking:  
- Which is the Chinese culture issue that you remembe r the most or the least?  

And then, the teacher explains that this is an activity in order to recapitulate the 
main aspects seen in the unit.  

1. This is an activity to recapitulate all the main content seen in this unit.  

2. Meet in groups of 4 people.  

3. Read the instructions below. 

 Both teacher and students read together the rules in the following page carefully.  

4.  

 The teacher gives the card and the questions cards to the students (See files M6-
snakes_and_ladders_game.doc and M7-questions_game.doc) 

 

 
 
 

 REMEMBER: SHAKERS, DICE 

AND COUNTERS NEEDED!  

WATCH OUT! II 

The teacher must print and cut the 

question cards separately. There is 

one set of each colour per group, 4 

in total per group. Therefore, it is 

advisable to prepare this in 

advance.  

WATCH OUT! I  

It is advisable to print and 

laminate the card. There is one 

card per group.  
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 While students are playing, the teacher walks around the class for any doubt.  

 

RULES 
The relation between squares, cards and topics is the following: 

SQUARE CARD TOPIC 

BLUE BLUE CALLIGRAPHY 

ORANGE ORANGE GENERAL CULTURE 

BEIGE BEIGE GREAT WALL 

GREEN GREEN GREAT FIREWALL 

 

The 4 players are in the first square, “start square”.  

Example: 

Player 1 shakes the die.  

The die shows number 3.  

In order to move forward to square number 3 (which is beige coloured), Player 1 must answer correctly 

the question in one of the beige cards.   

Player 2 asks Player 1 the question in one of the beige cards. 

☺ If Player 1 answers correctly, then he or she can advance to square number 3. 

� If Player 1 does not answer correctly, then he or she loses turn and must wait in the “start 

square” until the following turn.  

Squares 3 and 9; and 14 and 5 are linked: follow the ladder.  

The winner will be the first player who arrives at the 16th square, “finish square”.  

DO NOT LOOK AT YOUR NOTES! 
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Homework: WRITING  

OBJECTIVES - Practise written skills.  
- Practise an exam-type task. 

INTERACTION Individual 
ASSESSMENT Written skills rubric 
TIMING At-home activity  
 

  Before finishing the class, the teacher gives the following homework to the 
students.  

As you know, the written expression task of your final exam consists of two 
tasks. You will have to do BOTH tasks in 60 minutes.  Do the two following tasks 
timing yourself  as if it was a real exam : without dictionaries and in 60 minutes. 
Structure, coherence and cohesion, vocabulary and grammar will be assessed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  The teacher will use the WRITTEN TASK RUBRIC (see R4 in the Assessment 
Section) to assess the task and s/he may write down commentaries, suggestions, 
clarifications, corrections, etc. for the student in the empty spaces.   

 

 

Task 1: use this sentence to begin a story (write about 125 words):  

 He was such a strange Chinese man… 

 

Task 2: You were given a birthday travel to China by your p artner/best 
friend. Write a letter to an English-speaking friend telling him/her about it.  

Start and finish the letter appropriately. Write about 125 words. 

 

Deadline (for both tasks): 1 week  
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SESSION 10SESSION 10SESSION 10SESSION 10    

To end up: ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK  

OBJECTIVES - See what students have learnt 
during this unit and what they 
think about it. 

INTERACTION Discussion: class 
Feedback handout: individual  

ASSESSMENT Quiz 
Teacher’s notes and marks for the 
students 

TIMING 55’ 

Before concluding definitely the unit, the teacher dedicates this last session to 
recapitulate and to get feedback from the students. In order to do so, first the teacher 
asks to the class the following questions:  

Our unit about China is over.  

- What do you think about it?  

- What have you learnt? 
-  Do you think it has been useful?  

 

It is important to pay attention to the students’ comments and suggestions 
because they will be very useful for future changes, modifications and to improve the 
unit in general.  

The teacher tells the students that today’s session is dedicated to the evaluation 
and feedback. First, they are going to do a quiz, then a self-assessment grid and finally 
a feedback for the teacher, which is also a kind of teacher assessment.  

Then, the teacher gives the students the FINAL QUIZ (see QUIZ in the Assessment 
Section) in order to see how much they remember from the content seen in the unit.  

1. Complete the following QUIZ about the cultural features seen about 
China.  

 While students are doing the quiz, the teacher walks around the class 
monitoring the activity. (20’) 

  While students are writing and completing the worksheet, the teacher 
plays some of the following Chinese songs as a way of saying goodbye to the unit. As 
Chinese music is very calm and relaxing, it can act as a source of inspiration for 
completing the form.  
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Once they have finished, the teacher gives them the SELF-ASSESSMENT GRID (see 
SELF-ASSESSMENT GRID in the Assessment Section). The teacher explains 
students that this is a way of self-evaluation and thus they have to be honest with 
themselves.  

2. Complete the SELF-ASSESSMENT  grid related to the unit.  

 While students are doing this activity (15’), the teacher walks around the class.  

Now, the teacher asks the students to complete the FEEDBACK SHEET (see FEEDBACK 
SHEET in the Assessment Section).   

3. Please complete the form: “FEEDBACK SHEET ” 
 
Now, it is time to conclude the unit.  
 
The teacher may comment the students’ progress and improvement (see CHECKLIST 
in the Assessment Section) and give him or her piece of advice in order to continue 
like this.  
 
Finally, the teacher thanks  the students their attention and interest  in the unit and 
he or she gives to each student a “diploma” as a way of remembering the teacher, the 
unit, the good moments, etc. in the future (see file M8-diploma.doc in the CD).  
 

However, in that file there are a few things that must be changed before giving 
the diploma to the students:  

i. The name of the school.   

ii. Where it says (name of the student), the teacher must type or write the 
name of the student.  

- Tian Mi Mi – Teresa Teng. [Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE-
HlEG9m7I (accessed May 24, 2010) 

- Faye Wong – Bu Liu. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xaZkIYtd8I (accessed May 24, 2010) 

- 光良光良光良光良-童話童話童話童話. [Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrbGvw497-A 

(accessed May 24, 2010) 

- 陳奕迅陳奕迅陳奕迅陳奕迅 - 沙龍沙龍沙龍沙龍 ktv.  [Video] 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKkF8D6OWFo (accessed May 24, 
2010) 

- 遇遇遇遇 見見見見--孫燕姿孫燕姿孫燕姿孫燕姿(向左走向右走向左走向右走向左走向右走向左走向右走 mv). [Video] 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHizEjsc_6k (accessed May 24, 2010) 



China: a cultural approach 

79 

        Arancha Domper Morales 

iii. And at the end, where it says “Given at…”, the teacher should type the 
exact location and day in which the diplomas will be handed in, for instance 
“Given at Sabadell (Barcelona) on this thirteenth day of April 2010”.  

iv. At the bottom, where it says “teacher” and “student”, both of them have to 
sign and write their names.  

The teacher can choose between printing them in colour or in black and white 
cards. Another possibility would be to paste a photograph or a picture of both students 
and teacher together as an original background.  

   

 

 

 For example: 

 

 While the teacher is giving the diplomas to the students, he or she plays the 
following song: Queen – “We Are The Champions”. [Video] 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04854XqcfCY (accessed May 24, 2010) 

 

 

 

WATCH OUT! I  
As the teacher has to print as many copies 
as students there are in the classroom and 
this could take a lot of time, it could be 
advisable to do it in advance. 
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  If students are interested in any of the topics covered in the unit or even 
in any aspect related to China and to the Chinese culture, the teacher can give them 
some online resources  for further information:  
 
� General information about China: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China  

� Chino-China.com : Learning Chinese and discovering China. Spanish-Chinese 

dictionary, Chinese lessons, Chinese name, pinyin editor and many other resources: 

http://www.chino-china.com/ (In Spanish) 

� China today . General information about China. Very interesting. 

http://www.chinatoday.com/  

� China Daily website: connecting China to the world. Newspaper about China: 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/  

� Chinoesfera. News and resources about China and Chinese language: 

http://www.chinoesfera.com/ (In Spanish) 

� Ethnologue: Languages of China: 

http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=CN  

� Learn Chinese vocabulary with pictures.  Very useful. 

http://www.languageguide.org/mandarin/?lang=es  

� English-Chinese picture dictionary: 

http://classes.yale.edu/chns130/Dictionary/index.html  

� English-Chinese dictionary: http://hmarty.free.fr/hanzi/  

� BBC languages  – Learning Real Chinese. Web, vocabulary, games, listening and 

many more: http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/chinese/real_chinese/  

� China blog – The timeless blog about China: http://chinablog.cc/  

� History of China. Web with a complete abstract of the Chinese history starting with 

the Ancient dynasties and ending with the reforms of the 90’s. http://www-

chaos.umd.edu/history/toc.html  

� National Geographic for Kids: discover China, facts, information, photos... 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Places/Find/China  

 
If you have any problem understanding the content of these pages, use Lingro : 
http://lingro.com/ which is an interactive multilingual dictionary and translator.  
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ANNEXES ANNEXES ANNEXES ANNEXES     

Annex 1: CD  

 

- See the CD contents in the following page.  
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CD CONTENTS:CD CONTENTS:CD CONTENTS:CD CONTENTS:    

	  ROOT DIRECTORY 


 TEACHER-China_a_cultural_approach-adm2010.pdf  A version of the Teacher’s Guide in pdf format. 


 STUDENTS-China_a_cultural_approach-adm2010.pdf  A version of the Student’s Book in pdf format. 


 STUDENTS-China_a_cultural_approach-adm2010.doc  A version of the Student’s Book in doc format  


 TEACHER-China_a_cultural_approach-adm2010.doc  A version of the Teacher’s Guide in doc format  

 

� ASSESSMENT FOLDER 


 checklist.doc   The assessment checklist of the unit. 


 feedback_sheet.doc  A feedback worksheet for the teacher referenced in Session 10. 


 quiz.doc    Final quiz of the unit referenced in Session 10.  


 rubrics.doc   Rubrics used to assess activities in Sessions 4, 5 and 9   


 self-assessment_grid.doc  Self-assessment grid for the students referenced in Session 10. 

 

� EXTRA MATERIALS FOLDER 

 � SESSION_1 

 
 M1-glossary.doc    Glossary for students unit.  

 
 M2-CHINAoverview.ppt   PowerPoint Presentation with an introduction to the PRC.  

 
 CHINA.mp3    Audio file with the explanation of the previous ppt.  

 � SESSION_3 

 
 M3-CARDS_chinese_zodiac.doc  Cards with the Chinese zodiac.  

 
 M4-china_MPQS   MindPoint Quiz Show file with the questions.  

 � SESSION_4 

 
 M5-greatwall_images.doc   Images for the dictogloss activity.  

 � SESSION_9 

 
 M6-snakes_and_ladders_game.doc  Card for the snakes and ladders game. 

 
 M7-questions_game.doc   Cards with questions and answers for the game.  

 � SESSION_10 

 
 M8-diploma.doc    Diploma to give to the students once the unit is finished.  

 

� VIDEOS 


 videos.doc  Document with the reference of all the videos used in the 
unit. 
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ANNEX 2: CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/es/  

 

 


