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BEFORE STARTING…BEFORE STARTING…BEFORE STARTING…BEFORE STARTING…    

         

WHY CHINA? 

China, one of the world's oldest 
continuous civilizations, was told to be a 
sleeping giant. Now, that giant is 
awakening: since the 80’s, it has been 
experiencing an incredible growth in all 
senses: economy, population, technology, 
opening to the world… China is becoming 
one of the most powerful countries and is 
exerting more and more influence on the 
world outlook. Nevertheless, to 
understand why the country is developing 
in one way or another, it is very important 
to understand what is behind: the culture.  

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO LEARN ? 

In this unit, we are going to study all those 
particular features which make the 
Chinese culture so special and, 
sometimes, so far from us.  

OBJECTIVES 

By the end of the unit, students will be 
able to  

- think  critically, exchange opinions 
and discuss about the main issues 
related to the Chinese culture 

- explain which aspects of the Chinese 
culture are reflected in their way of 
understanding the world nowadays 

- develop an open point of view and a 
positive attitude towards  other 
different cultures  

- become familiar with the exam-type 
tasks students will have to face in 
their Certificate Exam. 

ASSESSMENT  

The grading system is the following: 
- Attendance, participation and 

interest � 10 % 
- Teacher’s checklist � 25%  
- Oral expression task � 15%  
- Group debate task � 15% 
- Written task � 15% 
- Quiz � 20%  
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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    

    

 

 

 

Activity 1: WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT CHINA?  

1. Meet in groups of 4 people. 

2. Try to complete the following mind map about China.  
For example:  
China ���� cities ���� capital ���� Beijing   



China: a cultural approach 

      Arancha Domper Morales 

   

 



China: a cultural approach 

  Arancha Domper Morales 

    

Activity 2: CHINA: AN OVERVIEW 

1. Turn this page over. 

2. Watch and listen to the PowerPoint.  
3. Read the sentences below and choose the correct option to complete each of 

the statements.  

 

1. Shanghai… 
a. is the largest city and the capital of China 
b. is the capital of China 
c. is the largest city in China 

2. Mao Zedong… 
a. is the president of China 
b. founded the People’s Republic of China 
c. did not support the Communist Party of China 

3. The only-child policy… 
a. says that urban couples cannot have children at all 
b. says that, in some exceptions, ethnic minorities can have more than one 

child. 
c. was abolished in 1979 

4. The name of the ethnic group “Han” comes from… 
a. one of the 55 ethnic minorities 
b. the 8% of the Chinese population 
c. the Han dynasty 

5. Mandarin Chinese is… 
a. the most spoken language in the world 
b. the only language spoken in China 
c. not the only official language in China 

6. The Chinese New Year is celebrated… 
a. after a 12-year cycle, according to the lunar calendar 
b. the fifth day of the lunar calendar 
c. the first day of the lunar calendar 

7. The Lantern Festival is called like this because… 
a. it is the end of the Chinese New Year celebration 
b. thousands of red lanterns are hung everywhere 
c. it is an unknown legend 

8. The Dragon Boat Festival consists of… 
a. dragon boat races and eating zongzi 
b. throwing zongzi to the river 
c. reciting poetry 

9. Mooncakes are eaten… 
a. on the Chinese New Year 
b. in the Dragon Boat Festival 
c. in the Mid-Autumn Festival 

10. The most important consequence of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games was… 
a. the pride of the whole country 
b. a new environmental policy 
c. that tourism in China increased considerably 



China: a cultural approach 

7 

  Arancha Domper Morales 

 

Activity 3: CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY  

1. Read the text in the following page and underline the best option for 

each statement. 

2. Match the highlighted words on the left with their definition on the right.  

DISPLAY a very strong feeling or emotion  
ACCOMPLISHMENT an activity in which people make beautiful objects using 

their hands 
CONVEY something difficult that you succeed in doing, especially 

after working hard over a period of time  
DEEP a single short line or mark made with a pen or brush  

SEAL CARVING  to put something in a particular place so that people can 
see it easily  

HANDICRAFT  official stamp 
STROKE to communicate ideas or feelings indirectly  

 

3. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.   

a. The Chinese word “calligraphy” means “begautiful writing”.  

b. In the earliest days of Chinese history, calligraphy portraits were shown in museums 
just as paintings are displayed nowadays.  

c. For Chinese people, the art of the calligraphy is a means of communication as well 
as a means of expressing the forces of the natural world.  

d. The personality of a person can be read through his or her handwriting.  

e. Chinese characters are ideograms.  

f. Everyday-use articles decorated with beautiful writing are compared in exhibitions.  

g. Art and painting, the two leaders of Chinese art forms, inspired calligraphy.  

h. Calligraphy, moreover, has inspired other art forms such as poetry, sculpture, music, 
dance, etc.  

i. To become an expert calligrapher, one has to practice words and strokes once.  

j. If Picasso had been born Chinese, he would have been a calligrapher.  

 

Adapted from: Chinese Calligraphy (Link: http://www.xing.com/net/shanghai/life-story-
%E4%BA%BA%E7%94%9F%E6%95%85%E4%BA%8B-20661/chinese-calligraphy-7254296/) 
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The word "calligraphy" is originally a Greek word meaning "beautiful writing". [At / on / in / over] 

China, calligraphy, one of the traditional four arts dating back to the earliest days of Chinese history, is 

admired and displayed in museums just as paintings are. 

For the Chinese, the ancient art of the written word is not just a method of communication but also a 

means of expressing the dynamic forces of the natural world. According to an old Chinese saying, "the 

way characters are written is a portrait of the person who writes them", one can "read" the identity of 

the person [because of / through / into / towards] his or her handwriting. Calligraphy is a 

reflection of a person's emotions, moral integrity, character, educational level, and accomplishments in 

self-cultivation, intellectual tastes and approach to life. Chinese characters, which convey ideas, are 

regarded as the most abstract and sublime art form.  

Calligraphy is also a practical fine art. Calligraphic inscriptions written on paper, wooden plaques or stone 

tablets serve as decorations of a deep artistic value. [Moreover / Nevertheless / However / On 

the opposite], calligraphy is often used to decorate articles of everyday use. Great attention is also 

paid today to its development by holding exhibitions of ancient and contemporary works. 

Calligraphy manifests the basic characteristics of all [the / some / a / øøøø] Chinese arts. Closely 

associated with paintings - the two leaders of Chinese art forms -, calligraphy takes precedence over 

painting since it greatly inspired the art of painting. Moreover, calligraphy has influenced other typically 

Chinese art forms like classical poetry, seal carving, sculpture, traditional music and dance, architecture 

and handicrafts.  

To become an artist or expert in calligraphy, one has to practice word-by-word and stroke-by-stroke 

[when / since / until / because] the spirit of the practice gets into one's mind. To the artist, 

calligraphy is a mental exercise that coordinates the mind and the body to choose the best styling in 

expressing the content of the passage.  

In the West, Picasso and Matisse are two artists [which / that / whom / who] openly declared the 

influence by Chinese calligraphy on their works. Picasso even said, "Had I been born Chinese, I would 

have been a calligrapher, not a painter." 

 
Adapted from: Chinese Calligraphy (Link: http://www.xing.com/net/shanghai/life-story-
%E4%BA%BA%E7%94%9F%E6%95%85%E4%BA%8B-20661/chinese-calligraphy-7254296/) 
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Now, underline the sentence from the text that has attracted your attention the most.  

4. Discuss briefly the following questions in groups of 3 or 4.  

- Do you think that someone’s personality can be read  through his or her 
handwriting? 

- Do you think that Western handwriting can be analyz ed?  

- Do you know the name of that science?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s check it!  

Example: I have analyzed myself through my own handwriting.   

 

Firstly, the upwardly directed baseline  can indicate that I am a cheerful, forceful and 

hopeful person. Moreover, the steady left slant  can show that I am a person who 

thinks before acting and that I tend to control my feelings. Finally, I write separated 

letters  within words and this means that I have a strong intuition and original thinking.  

Would you like to try?  

5. Write that sentence from the text that you have just underlined in the 
space below: 

Language help – Giving op inions  

• In my opinion / view...  
• Generally speaking, I think...  
• Personally, … 
• To my mind...  
• I’d just like to say...  
• As far as I’m concerned...  
• I’m quite convinced that...  
• To be quite honest / frank...  
• If you ask me...  
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6. Now, pass your book to the student sitting on your right.  

7. According to the clues in the table below and following the example given, 
make a three-line commentary on your partner’s personality through his or her 
handwriting.  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS – CLUES 

 A steady baseline A wavy baseline A downwardly 

directed baseline 

 

An upwardly 

directed baseline 

BASE LINE 

calm, firm, confident 
and in control.  

impetuous, 
instinctive, 
spontaneous, 
temperamental 
and 
unpredictable.  

lack of energy, 
pessimism, 
scepticism and 
tiredness 

buoyant, cheerful, 
forceful and hopeful. 

 

 

 Steady right slant Steady left slant Mixture slant 

ANGLE 
self-confidence, self-
assertiveness, 
insensitivity 

strongly-controlled 
feelings, thinking before 
acting 

difficulty in making 
decisions, inconsistency 
unpredictability 

 

 Joined letters within words S e p a r a t e d  l e t t e r s  

w i t h i n  w o r d s  

WELL-CONNECTED 

LETTERS? 

logical and ordered 
thinking, use of 
experience more than 
imagination, 
consistency  

strong intuition, original 
thinking, impulsiveness and 
creativity. 
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Activity 4: CHINESE HOROSCOPE 

 
1. Look at the following table and match the name of the animals with their picture.  

2. Find your animal year in the table below. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: ChinaToday.com. Link: http://www.chinatoday.com/culture/zodiac/zodiac.htm 

3. Meet the people with the same animal year.  

4. Read the card given by the teacher  

5. All together check vocabulary and meaning.  

6. You have 3 minutes to search 1 compatible person and 1 incompatible 
person. Use the language help in the table below.  

7. Complete the charts given. Use the language help in the table below.  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  

8 9 10 11 12 
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Find someone… 

COMPATIBLE INCOMPATIBLE 

Student: 
Chinese zodiac: 
Character description:  

Student: 
Chinese zodiac: 
Character description: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 5: MINDPOINT QUIZ SHOW 

This activity consists of grammar and vocabulary questions following the curriculum for 
4th of ESO in order to review all the contents seen during the whole course as if it was 
a real exam task.  

Activity 6: THE GREAT WALL 

1. Listen and watch the video: China: The Great Wall. [Video] 
http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/7247-china-the-great-wall-video.htm 
(accessed May 24, 2010).  

2. While listening, in groups of 4 put the pictures given by the teacher in 
order.  

3. Now, read the sentences which are in the following page. They are taken 
from the video, but they are disorganized. Read them and match the words in 
bold with the definition.  

4. While watching the video again, try to put them in order.  

5. Following the pictures, the sentences and with the help of your memory, 
in pairs write a short text about the story of the Great Wall in your notebooks.  

 

Useful language 
Which Chinese zodiac animal are you?  
What sign were you born under?  
What animal are you in the Chinese zodiac? 

I am a ____ because I was born in _____.  
I was born under the sign of the _____.  

What does the Chinese horoscope say about your sign? 
According to the Chinese horoscope, _____ are _____.  
Those born under the sign of the ____ are____ 
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THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA 

1. These sentences are taken from the video. Before watching the video 
read through them and try to do the next activity in order to 
understand the sentences completely. 

- The construction of these Walls began more than 2000 years ago with the 
Emperor Qin.  

- During the 15th century, the Chinese built a single Wall.  

- The Walls surrounded the edges  of the Chinese empire.  

- Workers sealed off  the country’s northern frontier with what they call Chang 
Cheng, or The Great Wall.  

- Originally, there was not one single Wall but a series of separated ones, with a 
total length of 35000 miles.  

- Today, the Wall has become a symbol of China and it is part of the Chinese 
identity.  

- The greatest threats for the Great Wall are time, tourism and neglects .  

- The Mongols were the greatest warriors the world has ever known and they 
attacked China repeatedly.  

- The Great Wall of China is one of the mankind ’s most extraordinary 
achievements .  

- The Chinese realized that the original Walls were not enough.  

2. Please, match the words in boldin boldin boldin bold with their correct definition: 

EDGE to prevent people from e ntering an area or a building  
SEAL OFF the failure to give someone or something the care o r 

attention that they need 
NEGLECT the part  of  something  that  is  furthest  from  its  centre  
MANKIND the fact of succeeding at things in general, by wor king 

hard 
ACHIEVEMENT all humans considered as a single group.  

 

3. Now, put the sentences in task 1 in order while watching the video.  

Activity 7: PICTURES 

As you all know, at the end of the course you will have an oral exam in which 
you will have two photographs. In pairs, you will have to ask questions in order to 
describe the picture, agree and disagree with your partner’s opinions, and propose 
solutions to the questions he or she may ask you.  

Here you are given an example. Let’s practice!  
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Language help 

Look at the following mind map for 30 seconds before you start the activities. 

Can you think about other interesting words that you may use while doing the activity?  

 

Use the following language support in order to do task 2. Underline the two or 

three sentence starters or expressions that you want to practice today.  

GIVING OPINION 

I think... 
In my opinion...  
The way I see it is that... 
It is true that...  
I'm convinced that... 
I believe that... 

AGREEING 

I couldn't agree with you more. 
That's so true / That's for sure. 
You're absolutely right. 
Absolutely / Exactly  
That's exactly how I feel. 
No doubt about it. 
I was just going to say that. 

DISAGREEING 

I don't think that... 
Don't you think it would be better...? 
I don't agree with… 
I'm afraid I don't agree... 
Frankly, I don’t have the same opinion...  
The problem with your point of view is that... 

INTERFERING / INTERRUPTING 
I’m sorry to interrupt you but… 
Pardon the interruption but… 

ASKING FOR AN OPINION 

What's your idea? 
What are your thoughts on all of this? 
How do you feel about that? 
Do you have anything to say about this? 
What do you think? 
Do you agree? 

CLARIFICATION What do you mean? / What are you trying to say? 
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STUDENT A 

 

I live in a small city in Finland and I love driving my own car. Here there is no much traffic and 

only a few minutes are needed to get to the city centre. Driving your own car allows you to get 

just everywhere at any time of the day or night, in any kind of weather.  

Heini Hutshaimo, 34 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Adapted from: Mostres Certificat Intermedi. Departament Esenyament. http://phobos.xtec.cat/eoi/)

1. Look at the picture and ask your partner for details about his/her 
picture to find similarities and differences between them. 

2. Tell your partner what your text is about. Listen to each other and then 
exchange opinions about the topic and the content of the texts. 

3. To know more on the topic 
In turns, ask your partner three questions about the following 
subjects and answer his/her questions. Start with the first one. 

a) a funny or interesting story related to traffic that has happened to 
him/her 

b) how often he/she takes public transport and what kind of public transport 
he/she takes 

c) other measures to reduce air pollution 
d) if he/she prefers public transport to driving his/her own car 
e) if he/she thinks that using public transport is cheaper 
f) what the advantages/disadvantages of public transport are 

Finally, the teacher may ask you some questions related to the subject. 
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STUDENT B 
 

 

Beijing means not just wonderful sightseeings and beautiful architecture... means also traffic. 

Depending on the hour, you can find yourself stuck into a traffic jam without comparison with 

western ones. I hate traffic jams, so I always use the public transport because it is faster and 

cheaper. 

Wang Yimi, 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adapted from: Mostres Certificat Intermedi. Departament Esenyament. http://phobos.xtec.cat/eoi/) 

1. Look at the picture and ask your partner for details about his/her 
picture to find similarities and differences between them. 

2. Tell your partner what your text is about. Listen to each other and then 
exchange opinions about the topic and the content of the texts. 

3. To know more on the topic 
In turns, ask your partner three questions about the following subjects 
and answer his/her questions. Start with the first one. 

a) a funny or interesting story related to traffic that has happened to 
him/her 

b) how often he/she takes public transport and what kind of public transport 
he/she takes 

c) other measures to reduce air pollution 
d) if he/she prefers public transport to driving his/her own car 
e) if he/she thinks that using public transport is cheaper 
f) what the advantages/disadvantages of public transport are 

Finally, the teacher may ask you some questions related to the subject. 
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Activity 8: THE GREAT FIREWALL OF CHINA 

Which is the word play behind the term “Great Firewall”?  
 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Watch the following video Great Firewall of China (Hungry Beast). [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1hKBZsY27w&feature=fvw (accessed May 24, 
2010) taken from an Australian TV News Channel and write a short definition of 
The Great Firewall of China in groups of 4.  

 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Watch the following video It’s dark behing “the Great Firewall” of China. 
[Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1up2khJuL_U (accessed May 24, 2010).  

3. Decide whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE.  
 
a. Chinese government has said that foreign Internet companies are welcome 

but do not need to obey the law over web censorship.  
b. The Chinese Foreign Ministry has said that hacker attacks are forbidden.  
c. Many web users have expressed their support to Google by leaving flowers 

and notes.  
d. Many Chinese believe that the government has the duty to keep the Internet 

safe and fight against pornography and cyber attacks.   
e. Google was a window for the Chinese people to look through the great 

firewall.  
 

4. Watch the following example which illustrates Chinese web censorship. 
Google China: Tiananmen Square & Tank Man Censored. [Video] 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVZO-3MoyhQ (accessed May 24, 2010)  
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5. Write down a list of reasons in favour and against the Internet censorship 
in China. 

 

IN FAVOUR  AGAINST  

- Chinese government promotes an 
adequate environment for the 
development of the Internet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Internet censorship attempts against 
the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression.   

an occasion when 
a large group of 
people protest 
about something 

to stop 
opposition or 
protest using 
military force 
or strict laws 
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6. Discussion: 
(a) Make two groups. 
(b) One group will be in charge of the reasons in favour of the Internet 

censorship in China and the other group will be in charge of the reasons 
against the censorship. 

(c) 3 minutes to prepare statements and arguments in order to defend your own 
point of view.  

a. PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE LANGUAGE HELP GIVEN IN 
THE TABLE BELOW. Use as many new structures as possible.  

(d) Discussion. Try to convince the opposite group. 
 

Language help  

INTRODUCING / PRESENTING AN ISSUE 

The issue we are discussing is… 
The issue of ______ raises a lot of discussion and people have very different 
opinions about it… 

PRESENTING ARGUMENTS 

We claim/think that… 
First…., Second…, Third…, Then… 
In support of ______, we believe… 
First of all, we’d like to consider the points in favour of _______… 
In addition…/ Furthermore… / Moreover… 
We also argue that… 
Not everyone supports this, but we believe that… 
On the one hand… On the other hand… 

REACTING TO EACH OTHER’S OPINIONS 

Despite these arguments we believe otherwise… 
In opposition to these beliefs we think… 
However there are strong arguments against this point of view… 

 

The issue of the  Chinese government censorship over the Internet raises a lot of discussion 
and people have very different opinions about it.  First, we think that  the Chinese 
government has the duty of protecting the citizens. On the one hand, we claim that  censorship 
is needed in order to provide a healthy environment for the Internet users and avoid bad things 
such as a cyber attack. On the other hand,  we are convinced that  this way Internet is a safer 
place not only for our children but also for everyone.  

When the discussion is finished, answer this question: 

Do you think Chinese government 
censorship over Internet is likely to change 
in the future?  

 

Language tip 

TO BE LIKELY TO means that 

something is probably going to 

happen, or probably true.  
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Activity 9: PINYIN AND TONAL SYSTEM 

1. Read through the text. Some of the sentences are missing. See the 
options below and decide which sentences come from this text and where they 
should go. Write the letter in the corresponding box. 
 

A. The tonal system of Chinese pronunciation is logographic.  
B. Since Hanyu pinyin uses letters that are also used in the English alphabet, 

regular computer keyboards can be used to enter Chinese text into computers. 
C. Learners of Chinese must learn by heart all the phonetic transcriptions.  
D.  So, Hanyu pinyin is a system used to write out the sounds of Chinese words. 
E. Not only Chinese language does have tones, but  
F. Using these different tones to pronounce the syllable ma can change its 

meaning: 
G. English is an alphabetic language 
H. Chinese is famous for being a tonal language. 
I. So, Hanyu pinyin is a system used to write how Chinese phonemes are 

pronounced in English.  
J. The result of Chinese employing a logographic script is that words cannot be 

"sounded out" in the same way English words can, since Chinese characters 
are not created using an alphabet.  
 

2. Use the following words to construct complete questions: 

a. to be / the problem / what / its pronunciation / with / Chinese characters / and / ? 
_______________________________________________________________ 

b. to be / hanyu pinyin / what / ? 
_______________________________________________________________ 

c. to be / its original use / which / ? 
_______________________________________________________________ 

d. to create / and / who / it / why / ? 
_______________________________________________________________ 

e. to mean / what / tonal language / ? 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Answer those questions you have just constructed.  

a. _____________________________________________________________ 

b. _______________________________________________________________ 

c. _______________________________________________________________ 

d. _______________________________________________________________ 

e. _______________________________________________________________ 
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PINYIN AND TONAL SYSTEM  

1.  This means that it uses a set of letters, each of which roughly represents a 
phoneme. These letters are put together in different combinations to visually "spell 
out" the way a word sounds. 

Instead of using letters to spell out how words sound, Chinese uses single 
characters to represent words. Unfortunately, this means that there is no direct link 
between how Chinese characters are written and how the words these characters 
represent are pronounced. Thankfully, there are systems of Romanization which 
can be used to learn the pronunciation of Chinese characters. Hanyu pinyin is the 
most popular of these systems. 

Hanyu is one of the many Chinese words used to refer to the Chinese language; 
Han is the name of the largest ethnic group in China, and yu means "language". 
Pinyin means "phonetics" and refers to the way sounds are spelled. 2.  

3.      That is, the pitch and contour used in the pronunciation of syllables 
influences a word's meaning. Mandarin has four tones and one neutral tone. To 
illustrate this, consider the syllable ma. 4.  

• ma with a first tone (mā妈 means “mother” 

• ma with a second tone (má 麻) means "numb" 

• ma with a third tone (mǎ 马) means "horse" 

• ma with a fourth tone (mà骂) means "to scold, to insult" 

• ma with a neutral tone can be used to indicate polite suggestion or question 

The original use of pinyin was to teach the pronunciation of Mandarin Chinese to 
citizens of China who spoke a non-Mandarin dialect as their first language. It was 
designed by the Chinese government to promote literacy and encourage the use of 
Standard Mandarin in a nation of numerous and diverse dialects. 

Over the years, pinyin has come to virtually replace all other Romanization systems 
of Chinese, such as the Wade-Giles system. 

Today, learners of Chinese as a second language across the globe use the pinyin 
system to learn the pronunciation of Chinese.  

5.  

 
(Source: adapted from Learn to speak Chinese with pinyin. Link: http://learning-
chinese.suite101.com/article.cfm/understanding_hanyu_pinyin 
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Activity 10: LEARNING CHINESE LANGUAGE 

1. Watch the following video Joey learning French. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yJ_HrZImWQ (accessed May 24, 2010). It is an 
excerpt from a famous series called “Friends”. Joey has applied for a job and 
now he has an interview. However, there is a problem. To get the job, Joey 
must speak French and, actually, he does not speak a word of French. So, he 
has asked his friend Phoebe for help. Let’s see what happens.  
 

- Have you ever felt like this while learning a language?  

2. Can anybody of you speak Chinese? What do you think about how difficult 
it is to learn Chinese? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Would you like to learn 10 words in Mandarin Chinese? The travel 
linguist – Mandarin 101. [Video] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDyY8NzFcW4 
(accessed May 24, 2010)  

- Which aspects of Chinese language do you think that are the most 
difficult to master?  

4. Read the following text and underline the 8-10 important facts in the text.  

5. Compare those facts you have just underlined with your partner’s.  
6. Ask questions so that the answer is what you have underlined.  

 
1. ___________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________________________ 

7. ___________________________________________________________________ 

8. ___________________________________________________________________ 

9. ___________________________________________________________________

 

 

Language help: 
 
In my opinion , the most difficult/easy thing to master/learn is… 
To me, it seems that  the pronunciation is the most difficult/easy part to master/learn… 
I believe that  Chinese language is not as difficult as it seems… 
From my point of view,  Chinese is… 
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HOW HARD IS IT TO LEARN 

CHINESE?  
 
 
An independent school has become the 
first in the UK to make Mandarin Chinese 
compulsory for pupils, reflecting the 

growing importance of 
China on the world stage. 
But it's not an easy 
language to master.  

China used to be called a 
sleeping giant. Now, as the 
world's fastest growing 
major economy, it is well 
and truly awake.  

An estimated 100 schools in 
the UK are now teaching 
Mandarin, China's official 

language, according to the British Council.   

Brighton College this week became the first 
to make the language compulsory, 
alongside French, Spanish and Latin.  

But it is a tough language to learn for 
Westerners. There are two main reasons for 
this, says Dr Frances Weightman, a lecturer 
in Chinese Studies at the University of 
Leeds.  

Firstly, the script poses problems. There is 
no alphabet, just thousands of characters. 
There are so many that no one can give a 
definitive total, but it is believed to be around 
60,000.  

Secondly, the tonal system is hard for 
Westerners. While the meaning of English 
words does not change with tone, the same 
is not true for Mandarin.  

Four-and-a-half tones are used, meaning a 
single word can have many meanings. Ma, 
for example, can mean mother, horse, hemp, 

or be a reproach depending on tone. How 
tones are used also varies extensively from 
province to province.  

"The tonal systems can result in a lot of 
ambiguity for people learning the language," 
says Dr Weightman.  

Pinyin, a system of transliterating Chinese 
characters into the Roman alphabet, is used 
by Westerners to learn Mandarin. Things get 
tougher when students start learning 
characters, but language experts say a 
person only needs roughly 5,000 to be 
literate.  

One thing that is easier in Mandarin is the 
grammar.  

"The grammar is not nearly as complicated 
as many European languages," says Dr 
Weightman. "For example there are no verb 
tenses, no relative clauses, no 

singular or plural."  

The number of people 
in the UK learning 
Mandarin has gone up 
considerably in recent 
years, she adds.  

“The more we 

demystify the language, the more 

people will learn it. At the moment it is still 

seen as exotic and a bit strange, which can 

put people off. But that's changing." 

 

 

(Source: adapted from How hard is it to learn 

Chinese? Link: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/46

17646.stm)
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Activity 11: CHINESE NUMBERS 

 
Hand gestures are used throughout the world, but the same gesture can have 

different meanings in different cultures.  

What hand gestures do we use in Spain for numbers from one to ten? 
Let’s compare them with the Chinese ones.  
 

 Number One  Number Two  Number Three  Number Four 

 Number Five  Number Six  Number Seven  Number Eight 

 

 Number Nine   Number Ten 

Source: Hand gestures for Mandarin numbers. Link: http://mandarin.about.com/od/chineseculture/ig/Number-Gestures/  

        Let’s practice together!  Counting 1 to 10 in Chinese [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dijFA3kqDaU (accessed May 24, 2010) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Number 4  (四 sì) is considered an unlucky number in 

Chinese culture because it is nearly homophonous to the word 

"death " (死 sǐ).  Chinese people are so superstitious that some 

buildings (hospitals, hotels…) do not have a 4th floor.  

 vs.   
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1. Think about the three most important events in your life. When did they 
happen? (year) 

2. In pairs, tell your partner about them. Instead of saying the year, mime it 
with your hands according to the Chinese gestures for numbers.   

a. Which tense are you going to use? Look at the examples.  

3. Your partner will write them in the following timeline: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2010 

 

 

 

Example:  

My sister was born in  and she is one of the most 
important people in my life.  

I moved to Barcelona in to start my university 
degree and I have been living here since then.  
 

 

 

    1992     2005                        2010
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Activity 12: CHINESE MUSIC 

1. Meet in groups of 4 people. 
2. Try to write or remember as many words as you can from the song. If you 

want, you can use the following space:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Discuss the following questions:  
- Which is the meaning of the song? 
- Why yellow and not other colour? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Listen to this version of Yellow by Coldplay. Is it very different?  
 

5. Listen again to Liuxing, the Chinese version of Yellow by Coldplay following 
the lyrics in the projector.  

6. Which version do you like the most? Use the following language help: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7.  Let’s play karaoke! Coldplay – Yellow + Karaoke. [Video] 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1txPgwbvDmQ&feature=related (accessed 
May 24, 2010) 

 

Language help: 
- For me, the meaning of this song is… 
- This song makes me think/feel…  
- From my point of view, this song talks about… 
- In my opinion, the yellow colour suggests me… 
- The yellow colour has positive/negative connotations because it makes me 

remember…  
 

Language help: 

I prefer  the English version than  the Chinese version because it is the one that I 
understand. 
I feel  that the Chinese version is the best because it is a way of learning different new 
languages. 
If I had to choose, I would choose  the Chinese version because… 
I believe that  some versions of some songs are… 
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Activity 13: SNAKES AND LADDERS GAME.  

RECAPITULATION  

1. This is an activity to recapitulate all the content seen in this unit.  

2. Meet in groups of 4 people.  

3.  
The relation between squares, cards and topics is the following: 

SQUARE CARD TOPIC 
BLUE BLUE CALLIGRAPHY  
ORANGE ORANGE GENERAL CULTURE 
BEIGE BEIGE GREAT WALL  
GREEN GREEN GREAT FIREWALL  
 
The 4 players are in the first square, “start square”.  
Example: 
Player 1 shakes the die.  
The die shows number 3.  
In order to move forward to square number 3 (which is beige coloured), Player 1 must 
answer correctly the question in one of the beige cards.   
Player 2 asks Player 1 the question in one of the beige cards. 

☺ If Player 1 answers correctly, then he or she can advance to square number 3. 
� If Player 1 does not answer correctly, then he or she loses turn and must wait in 

the “start square” until the following turn.  
Squares 3 and 9; and 14 and 5 are linked: follow the ladder.  

The winner will be the first player who arrives at the 16th square, “finish square”.  

DO NOT LOOK AT THE OTHER PAGES!  
 

Homework: WRITING  

As you know, the written expression task of your final exam consists of two tasks. You 
will have to do BOTH tasks in 60 minutes.  Do the two following tasks timing yourself  
as if it was a real exam . Structure, coherence and cohesion, vocabulary and grammar 
will be assessed.  

 

Task 1: use this sentence to begin a story (write about 125 words):  
 He was such a strange Chinese man… 

Task 2: You were given a birthday travel to China by your p artner/best friend. 
Write a letter to an English-speaking friend telling him/her about it.  
Start and finish the letter appropriately. Write about 125 words. 

Deadline (for both tasks): 1 week  
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Activity 14: ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK  

Our unit about China is over.  

- What do you think about it?  

- What have you learnt? 
-  Do you think it has been useful?  

 

1. Complete the following QUIZ about the cultural features seen about China.  

2. Complete the SELF-ASSESSMENT  grid related to the unit.  
 

SELF-ASSESSMENT GRID 1���� 2 3 4 5 ☺☺☺☺ 

I have come regularly to class.       

I have tried to make the homework whenever possible.       

I have participated actively and positively in the activities.       

I understand and think critically about the Chinese 
culture issues covered in this unit. 

     

I am able to read and understand the main ideas of a 
newspaper article related to any of the topics covered in 
this unit.  

     

I am able to listen and understand the main ideas of a 
piece of news (BBC, CNN…) dealing with any of the 
topics covered in this unit.  

     

I am able to write a short text (in both formal and 
informal English) explaining or talking about any of the 
issues covered in this unit.  

     

I am able to discuss and talk about any of the issues 
covered in this unit.  

     

I am able to work cooperatively with my classmates.      

Grade yourself (effort, dedication, etc.)      
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3. Please complete the following Feedback sheet 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an anonymous feedback for the teacher. Please, be honest. You don’t 

need to answer in English. Thanks thank you for your collaboration! ☺☺☺☺ 

 

Do you think that this unit has been useful? Choose from 1 (not very useful) to 5 (very useful).  

 1   2  3  4  5 

What have you liked the most? Why?  

 

What have you liked the least? Why?  

 

Which part do you remember the most from this unit? 

 

Is there something you would have liked to know more about? / Would you change something? 
What and why? 

 

 

What do you think about the actuation of the 
teacher? / Which aspects of teaching do you 
think the teacher should improve on?  

 

Do you like having more than one teacher 
in the classroom?  

 

Other comments or suggestions: 

 

Rate the unit from 1 to 10 
 

1      ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   10   
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Online resources  for further information about the content covered in this unit:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
� General information about China: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China  

� Chino-China.com : Learning Chinese and discovering China. Spanish-Chinese 

dictionary, Chinese lessons, Chinese name, pinyin editor and many other resources: 

http://www.chino-china.com/ (In Spanish) 

� China today . General information about China. Very interesting. 

http://www.chinatoday.com/  

� China Daily website: connecting China to the world. Newspaper about China: 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/  

� Chinoesfera. News and resources about China and Chinese language: 

http://www.chinoesfera.com/ (In Spanish) 

� Ethnologue: Languages of China: 

http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=CN  

� Learn Chinese vocabulary with pictures.  Very useful. 

http://www.languageguide.org/mandarin/?lang=es  

� English-Chinese picture dictionary: 

http://classes.yale.edu/chns130/Dictionary/index.html  

� English-Chinese dictionary: http://hmarty.free.fr/hanzi/  

� BBC languages  – Learning Real Chinese. Web, vocabulary, games, listening and 

many more: http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/chinese/real_chinese/  

� China blog – The timeless blog about China: http://chinablog.cc/  

� History of China. Web with a complete abstract of the Chinese history starting with 

the Ancient dynasties and ending with the reforms of the 90’s. http://www-

chaos.umd.edu/history/toc.html  

� National Geographic for Kids: discover China, facts, information, photos... 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Places/Find/China  

 

If you have any problem understanding the content of these pages, use Lingro : 

http://lingro.com/ which is an interactive multilingual dictionary and translator.  
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GLOSSARYGLOSSARYGLOSSARYGLOSSARY        

Write here all the new and interesting words you have learnt in this unit.  

ENGLISH WORD EXPLANATION / 
DEFINITION 

TRANSLATION (IF 
NEEDED) 

EXAMPLE 
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CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE     

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/es/  

 

 


