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A smile to remember 

Level: Anglès 2 

Term: 1 st term 

Length: 2 sessions   

1: The context 

The United Nations General Assembly has designated November 25 as the International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence against Women. The premise of the day is to raise awareness 
of the fact that women around the world are subject to rape, domestic violence and other 
forms of violence. We’d like to point out that not only women are victim of domestic violence 
but also children; we are going to achieve this goal thought the reading of a poem by Charles 
Bukowsky, A smile to remember. Bukowsky (1920-1984) was an American writer, and his 
early years were far from happy. In the 1930s the poet's father was often unemployed, and,  
with his mother's acquiescence, his father was frequently abusive, both physically and 
mentally, beating his son for the smallest imagined offense. Years later Bukowski stated that 
his father beat him with a razor strop three times a week from the ages of 6 to 11. He said 
that it helped his writing, as he came to understand undeserved pain. It and gave him much 
of his voice and material for his writings. A smile to remember it’s a kind of brief approach to 
the writer’s family situation.  

As the writer uses mainly the past tense in his poem, we can take the most of this, and 
introduce the past simple tense to the students. As a final task students will have to recite the 
poem, paying special attention to the pronunciation of –ed in past simple forms. 

2: Objectives, contents and assessment criteria 

a. Objectives:  

• Teaching objectives: 

• To introduce Charles Bukowsky and one of his works. 
• To offer the students opportunities to become aware of their pronunciation of English 
language. 
• To offer the students opportunities to apply newly understood concepts 
 
• Learning outcomes: Students will be able to: 
 
• Recite a text using simple patterns of rhythm, sounds and intonation. 
• Value Literature as a source of reflection about serious social issues.  
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b. Subject own competences (as embodied in RESOLUCI Ó de 10 de maig de 2013) 

Communicative dimension   

      Reading:  

• Llegir, comprendre i obtenir informació de textos escrits, sobre temes habituals o 
propers, amb l'ajut del context i del suport visual i icònic. 
 

• Desenvolupar estratègies de comprensió de textos per obtenir informació i 
interpretar-los. 

Attitudinal dimension 
 

• Mostrar interès per desenvolupar les habilitats lingüístiques bàsiques, tan productives 
com receptives, per fer ús de la llengua estrangera com a mitjà de comunicació  i 
d'expressió personal.  
 

• Construir els nous aprenentatges sobre la base de les experiències i coneixements  
previs, tant lingüístics com socioculturals.  
 

• Manifestar una actitud de confiança en la pròpia capacitat d’aprenentatge i ús de les  
llengües estrangeres i participar activament en el control i l’avaluació del propi 
aprenentatge.  
 

Literary dimension 

• Transmetre les percepcions personals que sorgeixen de la lectura de textos literaris, i 
gaudir-ne.  

• Valorar el text literari com a recurs per transmetre emocions, sentiments, realitats i 
ficcions, tot reconeixent el seu valor estètic.  

• Reconèixer algunes obres rellevants de la literatura anglesa. 

 

c. Contents  

- Words to tell stories of day-to-day situations. 
 
- The past simple (regular and irregular forms), and the pronunciation of the final -ed 
 
- Sentences and words that come across throughout the lesson and its pronunciation 
 
 
d. Assessment criteria  

Regarding the objectives, we will know whether students have achieved them if, by the end 
of the lesson, they are able to: 

• Recite the poem without remarkable mistakes. 

• Use the pronunciation worked in class and sound natural. 
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• Use pausing and pacing to communicate the meaning of the poem 

• Show interest and make an effort to have a good result. 

3. Activities 

Session 1 (1h 30´), worksheets 1 and 2 
 
0- INTRODUCING the unit (final task, learning targets and assessment criteria) 
 
1- WARM-UP: The teacher introduces Charles Bukowsky by explaining some facts about his 
childhood, and asks the students to do a simple exercise where they have to match some 
key words from the text they are going to read and their definitions. It can be made in pairs 
(WORKSHEET 1) 
 
2- READING COMPREHENSION: Students read the text. Through some questions and 
activities the teacher will guide the comprehension of the poem. It’s important for students to 
focus their attention on how each character on the poem feels, not only how each character 
acts. (Whole group) (WORKSHEET 2) 
 
Session 2 (1h 30´), worksheet 3 
 
1- WARM-UP: Students read the poem for themselves and think about if the story Henry tells 
through the poem happens at present or not. 

2- GRAMMAR: Introducing the past simple tense. This is the very first time that the students 
are going to face the systematic study of that tense, so the activities that come across the 
worksheet are a sort of introduction. Needless to say, there will have to be many more 
opportunities for them to practise the past simple during the following units. The students will 
start by searching on the poem all the past simple forms finished in –ed. At this point, it’s 
important to highlight the pronunciation of these verbs. 

3-PHONETICS: The three different ways to pronounce the final –ed of regular verbs in the 
simple past. There are some activities on Worksheet 3 related to this topic, but it should be 
appropriate to look for some supplementary material, as videos. Here you have some 
suggestions: 

- [t], [d] or [Id]? "-ed" Past Tense https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j32SurxnE4s 
- Regular verbs pronunciation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_WYJClELoc 
- Past Simple Regular Verb endings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh_DM7qJGWo 
- How to pronounce '-ED' Verb endings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gFG2fb17SHc 
 
In fact, pronunciation of final –ed needs to be consolidated. If students get used to 
pronounce [ed], it would be difficult for them to pronounce –ed properly later on. The sooner 
we start teaching them the proper pronunciation, the better.  
 



A smile to remember                                 Roser de Antonio        mantonio@tec.cat 

 

4 

 

4- LISTENING: Students will listen to the poem paying special attention to the pronunciation 
of the final –ed of regular verbs on the text.  A smile to remember by Charles Bukowski (read 
by Tom O'Bedlam) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJf55V_FXfo . They will be asked to 
keep on listen it at home and practise its reading, so we may provide them a mp-3 file with 
the audio, just in case they don’t have access to the Internet. 

Session 3 (1h 30’), worksheet 4 

1- WARM-UP: The students listen again to the poem, while reading it for themselves. We 
can ask for some volunteers to read the poem aloud. At this point all the students should 
have understood the meaning of the poem. 

2- GRAMMAR: Introducing the irregular verbs. Students don’t need to learn long lists of 
irregular verbs by heart, but they should remember the more usual ones, as had, went, 
was/were, saw, could, said… , and they should also learn how to look up on a dictionary if a 
verb is irregular or not, and the infinitive of an irregular form.  

We will ask the students to look for the rest of the verbs in past on the poem and write their 
infinitive form. For further practising there are plenty of activities on the Internet; I suggest the 
one on http://www.qualitytime-esl.com/spip.php?article439, which combines grammar and 
speaking, as it allows to learn many irregular verbs in the simple past tense through rhyme. 

3- RECITING: This is the final task of the unit. Each student has to read aloud the poem, 
paying attention to fluidity, pronunciation and word stress. (The students are supposed to 
have practised at home). It’s up to them to read the poem in front of the class or do it at 
home, recording it and sending it to the teacher.  

4. Assessment 

If students are familiar with self-assessment, it would be interesting to give them a rubric at 
the end of the second session. They would listen to the poem at home time and again, read it 
aloud, and record themselves in order to go ahead with the self-assessment. When they felt 
happy enough with their reading, they would read the poem aloud in front of the class or 
send an mp3 file to the teacher with the final recording.  
 
If the teacher choses that option, s/he should introduce students to the concepts and 
elements of assessment against specified criteria at the beginning of the first session. On the 
other hand, assessment criteria should be made explicit by simple and understandable 
indicators, as they are going to be used by learners; the more specific are the indicators, the 
easier will be for students to assess themselves. 
 
Therefore you will find a rubric with a list of yes/no questions; some of them will be very easy 
to answer Do you have practised enough? Do you read with conviction?), but others will 
require a detailed explanation (Do you pronounce the final –ed of verbs in past tense as 
practised through the lesson?). If we reach that indicators are clearly communicated, our role 
will change to one of facilitator, thus making students the actual actors of their own learning. 
This rubric can also be used to peers assessment, but you should change the person of the 
verbs in the questions. 
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Indeed, peer assessment and self-assessment allow students to develop their capacity of 
learning to learn. It increases students’ responsibility and autonomy, lifts the role and status 
of the students from passive learners to active leaners, and develops in them a better 
understanding of their own subjectivity and judgement.  
 
However, the teacher can consider that judging such matters as pronunciation, pausing, 
pacing… can be a little difficult for students, so you will find another rubric, this one only for 
teachers.   
 
5. Class management and methodology 
 
To start with, the teacher should always know what s/he wants from his/her students. 
S/he has to bear in mind a few objectives, but they need to be clear and suitable for the 
students’ level, and has to share them with the learners, as said above.  
 
On the other hand one should avoid giving ambiguous and vague instructions, and 
unclear sequencing; intending students to understand the actual meaning of the poem 
without scaffolding might lead students to frustration and failure. 
 
 
3. Final thought 
 
I personally would not recommend opening up a debate on domestic violence. It would 
be interesting though to expand the knowledge about Charles Bukowsky and see how 
his personal experiences could influence his work. As you may know Charles Bukowski 
had a very troubled childhood and became an alcoholic at an early age. He wrote about 
the life of poor Americans, alcohol, prostitutes and the drudgery of everyday life. Some 
of his poems are absolutely disheartening, such as And the moon and the stars and the 
world or Blue bird.  
 
If you believe that the students have been touched by A smile to remember, and want to 
learn more about his author, you may wish to consider planning further activities. You 
will find an EFL lesson designed around a short film inspired by a poem by Charles 
Bukowski on  http://film-english.com/2012/01/22/blue-bird/.  
 

 

 

 

 


